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Grades:
8-12

Objective:
To analyze the actions and efforts of John Brown and how they relate to ending slavery and the causes of the Civil War.

Time:

3-5 days

Standards:
Era 4: Expansion and Reform – Standard 1


Era 5: Civil War and Reconstruction – Standard 1

Teacher Resources

Walter McDougall, “Throes of Democracy: America in the Civil War Era, 1829-1877,” and Michael Johnson, “Teaching About Slavery,” both available as videotapes and written essays at:


http://www.fpri.org/education/americacivilwarera/
Procedure:
Students will be divided into groups.  Scenario may be read as groups or read as a class is to begin.  Students in groups will then read and re-read scenario to understand the information presented and begin filling out the worksheet by answering #s 1-2.

When students have completed #s 1-2, they need to divide the readings (there are too many for each student to read them all).  Groups need to identify who is responsible for what and then research.

When the research is thought to be done, groups meet to discuss what was learned and to determine what essential questions need to be answered.  Groups then come to a unanimous consensus and collect evidence to support their positions.

The final step in this critical thinking assignment is to present their findings to the class.

“John Brown Freedom Center”
Renowned African-American Frederick Douglass remarked, "John Brown began the war that ended American slavery and made this a free Republic."  As a member of the naming committee for a new civic center being built, your committee has received a proposal to name the new center the John Brown Freedom Center.  The site will host regular civics events like civic fundraisers and political events.

Your committee has received mixed reactions about the proposed name from the people of your town.  Some point to the heroism of Brown’s mission to abolish slavery and claim he is a martyr deserving of a shrine to his good works.  Others point to his instigation of violence and bloodshed against the people of the South and claim he is a madman who relished carnage and brutality.

Your first task is to weigh the argument whether John Brown's fights at Pottawatomie Creek, in the Kansas Territory (May 1856) and Harpers Ferry, WV (Oct. 1859) were the first steps toward ending American slavery.  Your second task is to determine what your committee will decide about the name of the new civic center.

Below are several readings from both events, John Brown’s biography, letters he has written, letters and newspaper articles written about him, and several poems about him.  This list of resources is not exhaustive, though it does provide enough information to get a good general impression about the man.  It is suggested that the reading be divided among your group members.

Timeline

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/timeline/index.html
For a bio of John Brown, see
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/a_c/brown.htm
For a transcript of PBS’s “John Brown’s Holy War” and related features, see
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/index.html
For the attack on Pottawatomie Creek , see “Bleeding Kansas, ”at
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2952.html
For an account of the Harpers Ferry raid (see also related articles), http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html
For a December 1855 letter from Brown to his family, see http://www.assumption.edu/ahc/Kansas/JohnBrownWakarusa.html
For a history of Bleeding Kansas with excellent pro/con views, see http://www.assumption.edu/ahc/Kansas/default.html
For northerner Edward Bridgman’s account of Osawatomie, see
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2953.html
http://www.territorialkansasonline.org/cgiwrap/imlskto/index.php Is a great site that has a lot of super material about Bleeding Kansas and many primary source documents mentioning or written by John Brown.  Below are two sections that warrant perusal

National Debate About Kansas

Press Coverage

Border Disputes and Warfare

Pottawatomie Massacre May 24, 1856

On Harpers Ferry, see
http://www.wvculture.org/history/jnobrown.html and http://www.civilwarhome.com/johnbrown.htm
On John Brown, Harper’s Ferry, and Abolition

http://chnm.gmu.edu/courses/omalley/120f02/america/harpers/
Please be sure to read some of the editorials on John Brown – a link provided within the webpage.  In particular – The Trouble at Harpers Ferry, The Harpers Ferry Affair, The Penalty of Treason,  Important Disclosures – Seward and Chase – Harpers Ferry, Murder and Treason vs. Patriotism, From the Philadelphia Press, The Execution of John Brown, The Fatal Friday, Prayers and Sneers

On John Brown, Frederick Douglass, and Henry David Thoreau

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USASharpers.htm
John Brown in literature:

How Old Brown Took Harper’s Ferry by Edmund Clarence Stedman (1859)

http://tinyurl.com/6hey9l
Brown of Ossawatomie by John Greenleaf Whittier (1859) http://chnm.gmu.edu/lostmuseum/lm/144/

John Brown’s Body, by  Stephen Vincent Benet (1928)
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks07/0700461.txt

John Brown

Problem-Based Learning Worksheet
Names:
1. What do we know already about John Brown and the incidents discussed:

2. What do we need to find out about John Brown and the incidents discussed:

3. Who is going to research what:

4. What is(are) the essential question(s) we are trying to resolve:

5. What did we discover:

6. What is our conclusion:

7. What evidence do we have to support our decision:
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