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Grade: 10-12 American History

Duration:  Two 50-minute periods

Social Studies Standards:

U.S. History, Era 5 (Civil War and Reconstruction), Standard 3 (How various reconstruction plans succeeded or failed)

Florida Social Studies, History Standard 1.2 (Identifies and understands themes in history that cross scientific, economic, and cultural boundaries) and 4.6 (Understands the military and economic events of the Civil War and Reconstruction).

Objectives:

Students will:
· Research and discuss the meanings of freedom (liberty), equality, and fairness.

· Analyze the meaning of these words in the context of American History

· Apply the meanings of these words to the Reconstruction Era.

· Evaluate and assess how the different reconstruction plans impacted the freedom and equality, of different groups of citizens and the fairness with which they were treated.
Student Materials:
Text
Dictionary

Thesaurus

Student Handouts
Supplies:

Colored pencils, pens or markers
Resources:

Student Portfolio
Foreign Policy Research Institute - Michael Johnson video/essay, “Teaching Slavery,” from America in the Civil War Era, 1829–77 History Institute, at http://www.fpri.org/education/americacivilwarera/
Constitution:  http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html

Emancipation Proclamation: http://www.nps.gov/ncro/anti/emancipation.html
Lesson Plan

Day 1 - Phase I: Inquire

Setup – Divide class into small groups; give each student three copies of Vocabulary Word Map (see below).
Student Focus – Ask students to define freedom (liberty), equality, and fairness in their own words in one color.
Learning Activity – Have groups look up definitions, synonyms, and anonyms and write these in a different color on their maps.  Each student will then draw/color a picture to demonstrate their understanding of the words.
Reflection – Lead the class in a reflection on the exercise and the difference in their own definition and the dictionary version.  
Day 1 - Phase 2: Gather

Setup – Give each group one of the following documents (Emancipation Proclamation, Amendments 13, 14, and 15) or have them look it up in their textbook.
Student Focus – Ask each group to read their document and be prepared to discuss with the group.
Learning Activity – Have each group complete a 3-2-1 graphic organizer (see below) based on their document. Each student completes the organizer.
Reflection – Have each group discuss their document and lead the class in understanding the documents and the impact on African American freedom, equality, and fairness toward them.
Day 2 - Phase 3:  Process

Setup – Use the same groups as Day 1.
Student Focus – Assign each group a reconstruction plan – Andrew Johnson’s, Moderate Republican, or Radical Republican (give them relevant page numbers from your text or, if computers are available, have them research their assigned plan on the internet).  Groups will argue the positive points of their plan later to the class.
Learning Activity – Groups complete their portion of the Civil War Reconstruction plan organizer (see below).
Reflection – Teacher leads a discuss/debate on the merits of each plan.  Each group presents their plan and why it should be implemented.  The other groups take the opposite side using data from their plan.  Close by discussing the potential outcomes of each plan.
Day 2 - Phase 4:  Apply

Setup – Groups remain the same.
Student Focus – Revisit the three words freedom, equality, and fairness from Day 1.
Learning Activity – Lead a discussion of the words and how they relate to the reconstruction plans.
Reflection – Have students compare the reconstruction plans by comparing each of them in regards to how much freedom they provided African Americans.  Then ask students about how much equality each plan provided and finally ask if the plans were fair.  
Assessment – Journal entry or short essay
Discuss the issue of African American men’s right to vote in the context of other groups that could not vote (women, Native Americans, young people under 21).  Frame your answer in terms of freedom, equality, and fairness.
Vocabulary Word Map
	Definition in your own words.


	Synonyms/Anonyms



	Use it in a sentence: 
____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________
	Draw a picture of it:


3 Things you found out:

2 Interesting things:

1 Questions you still have:

Civil War Reconstruction Plans
	Plan Details
	Johnson
	Moderate Republican
	Radical Republican

	Confederate states
	
	
	

	Confederate leaders
	
	
	

	Confederate debt
	
	
	

	Treatment of African Americans
	
	
	

	Voting of African Americans
	
	
	

	View toward 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments
	
	
	

	Notes


	
	
	


Vocabulary word:
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