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Grade Level: 
9-12

Time Length: 
7-10 Days

Objectives: 

Analyze the Mexican War and Texas Independence and its effects on the United States.

Students will develop an awareness of the role the Mexican War and Texas Independence had on the soldiers from each side.

Students will assess both sides of the Mexican War and Texas Independence and originate and project to demonstrate their knowledge.

Standards:

Era 4 Standard 1

 HYPERLINK "http://nchs.ucla.edu/standards/era4-5-12.html" \l "B" : United States territorial expansion between 1801 and 1861, and how it affected relations with external powers and Native Americans

Presentation: 

“What Students Need to Know About the Mexican War,” by Paul Springer US Military Academy, at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1323.200809.springer.mexicanwar.html (video also available at this site)
Introduction:

This lesson highlights the many significant firsts for the United States during the Mexican War.  For instance, the Mexican War was the first U.S. conflict that iwa fought entirely on foreign soil, it was the first war of open conquest, and it was the first U.S. occupation of a subjugated enemy.  The Mexican War also introduces people who will be key leaders in the Civil War like Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant, James Longstreet, George G. Meade, and Joseph Hooker.  This war also establishes the military strategy of a blockade on the enemy that will again be used during the Civil War.  The Mexican War is also the deadliest war in American history.
Procedure:

This activity is a follow-up project once students have learned the background information of Texas Independence and the Mexican War.  It is to reinforce what they have already learned and gain an in-depth understanding of their topic.  Students pick one project to complete.  It is designed to reach a range of learning styles.  It can be done individually or groups of two or three.

Texas Independence and Mexican War Project Options

Project List
 (65 Points)
1. Make up a board game about Texas Independence or the Mexican War.  You may include battles, political leaders, weapons, military leaders, flags, environmental obstacles, etc.  Must include pieces, playing cards, etc.
2. Construct a model of the Battle of Alamo.  Include typed labels for items in the Alamo.  Dimensions of cardboard the model will be constructed on must be at least 23 inches by 30 inches.

3. Reenact a battle from the Mexican War or Texas Independence.  Include a typed script and record the battle.  Length must be between 3:00-5:00 minutes.  Can include up to 3 members.  (Include a narrator explaining what is happening, what lead to the battle and the effects after the battle)

4. Act as a news anchor and generate a series of news clips of the Mexican War.  It should include the facts of specific battles, leaders, pictures and possibly reenactment footage.  Length must be between 3:00 to 5:00 minutes.  Include a typed script.

5. Create a scrapbook from a soldier’s point of view of the Mexican War.  (It can be from the American or Mexican perspective.)  Must be at least 10 pages.
6. Write the history of the Lone Star Republic as seen through the eyes of the Mexicans.  Length 500 words and must be typed and double spaced.  (Include Work Cited)
7. Make a collage to depict the Mexican-American War.  Dimensions of the paper must be 13” by 18”.  Pictures should be numbered with an attached typed summary corresponding with each number and picture.
8. Create ten political cartoons representing the American perspective and the Mexican perspective of the Mexican War.  (Five cartoons for each side, write a brief description explaining each cartoon.)  Cartoon should be drawn on 5” by 8” notecards.

Points

Use of Work Time


10

Quality of Project


25

Historical Accuracy

15

Presentation 


15

Total 



65
Evaluation:  Use rubric and students give an oral presentation to the teacher or to the class.  Projects are displayed in the library for other students to view.

Texas Independence and Mexican War Project Rubric

	Categories
	Exceeds Expectations and Requirements
	Meets Expectations and Requirements
	Almost Meets Expectations and Requirements
	Incomplete or Does Not Meet Expectations and Requirements

	Used work time effectively and efficiently.  


	10


	9-7


	7-6
	6-0



	Quality of project is neat, creative, and eye appealing.

Project is original and student’s own ideas.

 
	25-24
	24-20


	20-15
	15-0

	Project is historically accurate and informative.

Includes Work Cited 

Utilizes Primary Sources


	15
	14-12
	12-10
	10-0

	Presentation: knowledgeable about content

Professional presentation


	15
	14-12
	12-10
	10-0


Total Points: ______/65
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