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National Standards: 
For the Mexican War Section
U.S. History: Era 4  
Standard 1: U.S. territorial expansion between 1801 and 1861, and how it affected relations with external powers and Native Americans.

Standard 2: How the industrial revolution, increasing immigration, the rapid expansion of slavery, and the westward movement changed the lives of Americans and led toward regional tensions.

Standard 3: The extension, restriction, and reorganization of political democracy after 1800.

Standard 4: The sources and character of cultural, religious, and social reform movements in the antebellum period.

For the Iraq War Section--


U.S. History Era 10: 1C


World History: Era 9: 1B, 3

Few historians have written about the similarities and differences between the Mexican War (1846-48) and the Iraq War. This lesson will involve research, debate, and discussion. It is assumed here that the Mexican War is being studied and that the Iraq War represents “current events” for the class.  Students must first complete the chart below; then they will be divided into two groups. One group will defend the proposition that the two wars are remarkably similar with regards to goals, tactics, and outcomes. The other will defend the proposition that the two wars are fundamentally different with regards to goals, tactics, and outcomes. A debriefing and discussion will follow the debate.  

Resources:

· FPRI’s website will be important for sources on both wars. The July 2008 Institute on America’s Wars, 1622-1918 will be essential for the Mexican War. Previous Weekend Institutes have examined U.S. History, Military History, The Vietnam War, The Cold War, Terrorism, Islam, and U.S. Foreign Policy.  Materials from the Institutes posted at www.fpri.org include lectures/articles/ videos that will be useful in completing this assignment.  Paul Springer’s lecture at the July 2008 Institute is the basis for this lesson.
· Newsmagazines such as The Economist, Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News & World Report, as well as a variety of military and foreign policy journals, will further contribute both to completing the chart and providing ammunition for the debate.

· George Wilkins Kendall. Dispatches from the Mexican War..

· Frederick Zeh. An Immigrant Soldier in the Mexican War..

Procedure 
Teachers need to examine the history of the Mexican War and set the framework for the Iraq War. Students must research answers for the chart either in small groups or individually. Either a Computer Lab for group or individual work or a home assignment would work.  The two “debate teams” of students need class time to meet and prepare their cases. A captain should be selected by each team, and division of labor concerning the many components of both wars will create “experts” within each group. Following the classroom debate, teachers need to debrief the lesson, keeping in mind that the Iraq War is still unresolved as of this writing, and that the best answers will be those with the most convincing support.  In truth, we know that there are both numerous similarities and differences concerning these two wars.  In keeping with a military theme, the actual fighting of the two wars can be expanded into an entire day of debating and later, extended debriefing.

For Teachers: Consider the following information for your debriefing:

Both Wars from the U.S. Perspective: 
1. lasted longer than expected

2. used mixed forces for U.S. combatants

3. faced counterinsurgencies

4. involved an occupation of the enemy’s capital

5. had poor logistical planning

6. were fought on foreign soil

7. faced both domestic and international opposition

8. U.S. forces faced a numerically superior enemy

9. U.S. forces had superior technology

10. U.S. tried to avoid a simultaneous war

11. U.S. forces had a high desertion rate

12. U.S. forces tried to reconstitute a foreign government
13. changing military technology was an outcome
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