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Objective:

· Understand the history of war, the tactics and strategies employed in war, and the significance of war.

· Identify the essential arguments for teaching about wars.

· Develop an appreciation for the sacrifices made by those who have served either in an American war or in the military. 

· Evaluate “just war” theory. Determine what constitutes “just wars”.

Standards: 

    Era 3 Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s), Standard 2

    Era 4 Expansion and Reform (1801-1861), Standard 1

    Era 5 Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-77), Standards 1 and 2 
    Era 7 The Emergence of Modern America (1890-1930)  Standard 2

Procedures:

Day 1

1. Begin this lesson by projecting a picture of the Korean War Memorial onto a viewing screen and writing on the board, “Freedom is not Free.”

2. Have students write down what this means to them generally as well as personally.

3. Place students in groups to discuss their answers to what this statement means.

4. In these same groups, ask students to evaluate the reasons that Americans enjoy a large number of freedoms.
5. Read the article “Teaching About the Military:  Some Basics” by Paul Herbert, May 2007, http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1211.200705.herbert.teachingmilitarybasics.html.  

Day 2

1. Place students in groups to discuss essential questions regarding the article.  Some suggestions are:

a. Explain why they agree or disagree with the Herbert’s thesis.

b. Discuss what civilian controls, if any, should be placed on the military. 

c. Examine the circumstances necessary for our leaders to make moral and ethical decisions .

d. Consider what role we personally should play in the common defense of America.

e. Explain how new, often deadly, technology can change our views on war and whether we need a large standing military.

f. Identify reasons why those citizens who serve, both willingly and unwillingly, continue to make great sacrifices, even sacrificing their lives, for their country and fellow soldiers.

2. Pass out a list of wars from WWII to the war in Iraq. 

3. Have students decide overnight which war they want to research and who they want to interview regarding the war that they chose. (World War II through Iraq War)

Day 3 - 4

1. Inform students that they will interview a parent, grandparent, relative or a member of the community about his or her knowledge regarding the student’s chosen war. Preferably this is someone who has some personal experience, although this may be difficult to find.

2. Considering that the interviewee has more life experiences than the interviewer, it will be interesting to hear the different opinions on war and military service.

3. Have students present their findings in a 3-5 minute presentation.   

Day 5

Conclusion:

1. Identify things you learned from Paul Herbert’s article, “Teaching About The Military: Some Basics.”

2. Consider at what cost to a nation it achieves its freedoms 

3. Including the American Revolution, identify ways wars affect us politically, socially, and economically. 

