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Grade Level: 11-12 Global Studies

Objective:

· Understand the difference between American and European involvement in WWI

· Understand the reasons for and against U.S. involvement in WWI

· Evaluate repercussions of eventual U.S. involvement in WWI

Standards: (Illinois State Standards) 

· 16.B.5a(W) - Analyze worldwide consequences of isolated political events, including the events triggering the Napoleonic Wars, World Wars I & II (In this case, Wilson’s decision to enter the war and the ensuing Fourteen Points)

· 18.A.5  - Compare ways in which social systems are affected by political, environmental, economic and technological changes. (In this case, how American foreign policy was altered by entry into the war). 
Procedures:
Day 1

· Pre-discussion: Evaluate the ways in which WWI contributed to the rise of the U.S. as a global power. Complete short-response essay and defend viewpoints. 
· Read What Students Need to Know about WWI  by Michael Neiberg, at 
http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1319.200808.neiberg.studentsworldwar1.html
· Review of Key Points:

1. Inter-European Issues and the Situation “Over There”

a. Incorporate propaganda issues and determine personal feelings and implied feelings between Germany and Great Britain. (See “Mad Brute” (1), “British Imperialism” (2), and “Will YOU Wait” (3) slides—attached, from Google Images)

b. Compare to current image of EU nations working together (slide 4), from Google Images
 Day 2

2. The Emergence of America as a World Player

a. Discuss America’s hesitation towards involvement and pro-isolationism arguments

b. Discuss Neiberg’s phrase “The goose that laid the golden eggs” and discuss feelings about “Daddy, What did YOU do in the war?” (5) slide (From Google Images)

c. The Home Front and the Creation of the Nation’s Foreign Policy (Incorporate “Wake Up, America” (6), “Treaty of Versailles” (7) and “Lynching-1930” (8) slides, from Google Images).
d. Discuss the “special relationship” between the United States and the United Kingdom (show clip from Love Actually, 2003 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDiqDIWKSuw (or search on “Hugh Grant Love actually with the president of the USA” and discuss “liberty fries” issue and current U.S./European relationship. 

Assessment and Conclusion: 
Using what you have learned and relating it to Neiberg’s thesis, explain how WWI changed the United States. Focus on the U.S.’s current relationship with Europe and determine the origins of such beliefs. 

Educator Note: 

· Please see attached PowerPoint for the images used during this lesson. You may find other available photos better for your particular lesson. 
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