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Goal: 

To have students understand how decisions in the Korean War impact our current relations with the two Koreas  

Standards:
World History Era 9, Standards 1B, 3



U.S. History Era 9, Standards 2A, 2B; Era 10, Standard 1C

Objectives: To understand:

20th century political history:  World War II, postwar policies on containment, the Cold War and its impact on foreign policies;

current events: North Korea nuclear program,

academic skills- research, analysis, oral presentation, and writing.

Activities. 

1. View “Why Americans Need to Know About the Koreas,” Edward Schultz, part of the FPRI Institute on Understanding the Koreas, at http://www.fpri.org/education/koreas/

2. Mini-lecture about Japanese occupation of Korea and U.S. involvement at close of WWII, development of North separate from South; Chinese civil war

3. Read and hold a group discussion on American response to communism in the Truman Doctrine as statement of foreign policy and example of presidential relations with Congress and executive orders;

4. Watch the video of the lecture “The Korean War” by Allan Millett, 

from http://www.fpri.org/multimedia/20090502.millett.html FPRI for events up to North Korea invasion of South Korea.
 

5. Divide the class into five groups. Each group will select and research one of the five below options for U.S. responses to the invasion and then present to the class the rationale for using that option in June 1950. 


a. Do nothing

b. Send troops to South Korea, no troops

c. Negotiate with China and the Soviets

d. Work with United Nations to counter North Korea

e. Declare war on North Korea with or without UN support

6. After each group has presented, the students will discuss in small groups which option they would really support if they were an advisor to President Truman.

7. The whole class will discuss the question, “Why might the Truman Administration choose war?”

8. The class will use their textbook, watch the PBS video Korean War Stories, and/or the rest Professor Millett’s lecture to understand the consequences of Truman’s decision.

9. Use print media or television news to discuss the current issues between North Korea and the United States and their connection to the Korean War.

10. To finish the unit students will either write an essay or create a visual discussing the following prompts: 

a. Identify short-term and long-term consequences of Truman’s decision to get involved militarily.
b. Evaluate whether Truman had a “real” choice?

c. Explain why Truman did or did not choose correctly.
Resources: 

 
maps

     
copy of Truman Doctrine

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Understanding the Koreas: A Report of FPRI’s History Institute for Teachers
, Trudy Kuehner, 6/2005, at www.fpri.org
Dealing with the North Korean Nuclear Threat, Don Oberdorfer, 6/8/2005, at www.fpri.org

Video: Korean War Stories, http://www.shoppbs.org/product/index.jsp?productId=1402933
3. Outcomes

a. Students should explain the effects of the Korean War and why should not be known as the “Forgotten War”

b. Students should describe how we reached this point in US-North Korean relations.

c. Students should explain the presidential /foreign policy-related decision-making process and options available to world leaders.

d. Students should be able to predict (and in some cases recommend) possible diplomatic outcomes.
