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Objective:  The purpose of this lesson is to lead students to an understanding of China’s current domestic policy direction by uncovering the “policy oscillations” between the practical and the ideological that the CCP undertook between 1949 and the present. 

Background:  Students should already have studied the main tenets of Marxism, the development of capitalism, and the triumph of the Communists over the Nationalists in China and read in their textbooks about the Maoist era.

Days:  2, or teachers can assign the computer research portion for homework and then complete and review the chart together as a class.

Tools:  Computers (or teachers can print out information from the below websites) and overhead projector. 

Warm-up:  The importance of China to the United States.

World History Standards: 2, 3

As students enter the room . . .

1. Put up Overhead A with headlines from American news sources about China.

2. Ask students to read each headline and then answer the question (on the board), “Why should we in the United States care about China?”

a. Possible answers:  growing economy means economic competition; it is a huge potential market for American goods

b. Today we are going to start talking about China’s steps towards becoming a competitor with the United States.

Introduction:  the Ideological vs. the Practical

3. Put up Overhead B with headlines about China’s economy

4. Ask the students to read the headlines and try to assess what type of economy China currently has: communist/socialist or market/capitalist?

a. Clarify that China’s one-party (Communist) government has been pursuing a policy of allowing the free market to grow in China.

b. Ask students to explain any inconsistency about a communist government encouraging a free market.  

5. Why would the Communist Party pursue a policy that is so ideologically distant from communism?

a. Possible answers:  creating wealth, rising international status, bring better standard of living to more of its citizens

6. Put on the board:  “China seems to have abandon the ideological for the practical.” 

a. Define each term for the students.

i. Practical – not necessarily in line with communist ideology, done because it fulfill a basic need of the Chinese people (ex: provide food for people, better standard of living, more productive economy, etc.)

ii. Ideological – typically motivated by desire to be in-line with communist ideology, does not need to make China more productive, often manifested in mass political campaigns

b. Focus of today:  to go back and trace this struggle in China between the ideological and the practical to see how China arrived at the practical.

Activity: (Students receive corresponding Handout A – The Practical vs. the Ideological.)

1. Divide students into groups of 3-4 students.  Each group will be assigned one of the following events to research:

a. Collectivization (early1950s)

b. 100 Flowers Movement (1956)

c. Great Leap Forward (1958)

d. Cultural Revolution (1965/6)

e. Deng Xiaoping’s Economic reforms (1978)

f. Tiananmen Square (May, 1989) - 

2. Each group will be asked to research what the event was, whether it succeeded and, finally, whether it was a policy designed to further communist ideology or to achieve practical ends.

3. Group should use their findings to complete their row on the chart and to place their event along the practical-ideological spectrum.  They should provide a reasoning for their choice. 


a. Of course there is room for debate here, and that is good.  But in From Mao to Deng and Beyond: The Fate of Policy Oscillations in the Quest for a “Harmonious Society” (available at www.fpri.org), Dr. Melanie Manion  notes:

i. Collectivization  - ideological and practical

ii. 100 Flowers Movement - ideological

iii. Great Leap Forward – ideological

iv. Cultural Revolution – ideological

v. Deng Xiaoping – practical

Manion did not address Tiananmen Square, but we may say “ideological”

4. When groups have finished their work, move through the events chronologically, filling in the chart and the spectrum on Overhead C.

5. Finally, revisit the introduction and ask the question that Dr. Manion posed, “Do you think China has abandoned the ideological for the practical?” 

Overhead A

Headlines on China

“The Real Leap Forward:  China Joins the World Trade Organization”

-Economist, 1999
“China’s Contradictory Socialism”

-BBC, 2003

“China Welcomes Business into the Party”

-BBC, 2002
“China’s Boom Means a Growing Consumer Class”

-New York Times, 2001

Overhead B

Recent Headlines on China

“A Dragon Stirs:  China’s Biggest Bank Goes Public”

Economist, October 2006

 “Wal-Mart Eyes China Expansion”

CNN.com, October 2006

“China’s Hot Pace Unlikely to Cool”

CNN.com, April 2003

“Outdone by China”

New York Times, October 2006

“China Reports Near-Record Trade Surplus in September”

New York Times, October 2006

Student Handout A

China’s Struggle between the Practical and the Ideological

Our group is assigned to research ____________________________________

Sources for Research

General Sources

· BBC Special Report – 1949-1999, 50 Years of Communist Rule in China:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/09/99/china_50_years_of_communism/456465.stm
· BBC Glossary of Events in Communist China:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/special_report/1999/09/99/china_50/default.htm
Collectivization

· Book Rags – Agricultural Collectivization, China http://www.bookrags.com/history/agricultural-collectivization-china-ema-01/
· Country Studies,  US Library of Congress     http://countrystudies.us/china/25.htm
· Encyclopedia Britannica Online  


 http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-71846/China
100 Flowers Movement

· Country Studies,  US Library of Congress      http://countrystudies.us/china/25.htm
Great Leap Forward

· The University of Chicago Chronicle, 14 March 1996 http://chronicle.uchicago.edu/960314/china.shtml
· The University of Maryland 




      
     http://www-chaos.umd.edu/history/prc2.html
· See “General Sources” above

Cultural Revolution

· The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 2006 http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0814235.html
· See “General Sources” above

Den Xiaoping’s Economic Reforms

· Chinese Business World, http://www.cbw.com/asm/xpdeng/life.html
· Asia Week (from TIME magazine) http://www.asiaweek.com/asiaweek/features/aoc/aoc.deng.html
· See “General Sources” above

Tiananmen Square

· BBC, “On This Day” series http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/june/4/newsid_2496000/2496277.stm
· The Columbia Encyclopedia, 1996, http://www.infoplease.com/spot/tiananmen.html
Directions: Use the information you gather from researching to fill in your assigned row on the chart and mark your event along the spectrum below.

	
	What was it?
	Was it a success?

	Collectivization

(early 1950s)


	
	

	100 Flowers Movement (1956)


	
	

	Great Leap Forward (1958)


	
	

	Cultural Revolution (1966)


	
	

	Deng Xiaoping’s Economic Reforms (1978)
	
	

	Tiananmen Square (1989)


	
	


The Spectrum of China’s Struggle between the Practical and the Ideological
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