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Grade: 9-12

Objective: to assess the prospects of China’s becoming more democratic over the next decade, by (1) determining what qualities make a country a democracy, (2) establishing China’s present status in terms of qualities; and (3) projecting a decade into the future and hypothesizing where China will be, based on current trends. The information below will help students ascertain the answers to the first two questions; they will use evidence-based reasoning to determine the answer to the third question.

Time: 
 3 days

Standards: World History Standards: Era 9 #s 2C, 2D, 2F, 3

Note: this lesson can be done as a research lesson, a cooperative learning activity, or a debate between two sides taking opposite stands on China’s democratic prospects. While many analysts feel that prospects are not very good for a significant increase in democracy in China over the next decade, others cite evidence supporting the contrary position.

(1) Democratic measures

The following democratization measures are among those commonly used, though it must be noted that achieving these features is not a precondition for a democracy to emerge:

Popular voting with few restrictions.

Election of a representative government.

Political parties.

An element of proportional representation.

Basic freedoms including speech, press, religion, petition, and assembly.

Due process and equality of treatment before the law.

Trial by a jury of peers.

The following conditions are often “associated” with democracy, but are not a requirement for it:

Open markets and economic freedom.

Democratic political culture.

Prevalence of non-government organizations.

Democratic history.

Tolerance of social and ethnic differences.

Corruption is persecuted in the court system.

Friendship with other democracies.

Open access to education.

2. The PRC’s Current Status

The PRC today possesses the following features:

1. Its constitution provides (at least on paper) for elections, associated constitutional structures, and an independent judicial system.

2. China is a regional power, but it is uncertain whether China seeks to be a “hegemon” with regards to its neighbors or only seeks success and security for itself.

3. It has used ASEAN to expand its power.

4. Falun Gong is persecuted in China.

5. Tibet’s population is currently less than half Tibetan due to Beijing’s migration policies.

6. More than 2,000 Chinese protestors were killed in the Tiananmen Square democracy protests in 1989.

7. President Hu Jintao has called for “gradual development of democracy” in the Hong Kong SAR.

8. No political parties are tolerated in China other than the Communist Party.

9. Foreign political and economic support is vital to China.

10. Taiwan began to democratize in the late 1980s.

11. Confucianism is prevalent in China, South Korea, and Japan.

12. Personal connections are involved with 97% of the wealthiest people in China today. 
13. Economic modernization has been brisk since 1970.

14. Taiwanese investment in the PRC is pervasive including 80% of China’s notebook computer production.

15. China produced 4.6% of the world’s textiles and apparel in 1980, but 16% of textiles and 24% of apparel in 2005. Similarly footwear and toy production have increased from 2% each in 1980, to 26% and 27% respectively in 2005.

16. The 2008 Olympic Games will cost China more than $20 billion.

17. China’s economy favors coastal China over interior China.

18. The Chinese government has claimed that the one-child-per-family policy has been effective since its inception in 1979.

19. Nationwide, divorce is on the rise.

