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Objective
 At completion of this unit, students will:

1. be aware of the events that took place in Beijing in June 1989 and the influence they had on the movements towards free-market economies that happened in Europe at the end of the same year

2. realize that the same event can be interpreted differently by diverse sources
3. appreciate the fact that primary sources may easily be utilized as propaganda

4. be able to utilize videos as primary sources
National Standards in World History
Era 9: The 20th Century since 1945: Promises and Paradoxes

Content Standard 2D: The student understands major sources of tension and conflict in the contemporary world and efforts that have been made to address them
Performance Standard 2D: Analyze causes and consequences of continuing urban protest and reformist economic policies in post-Mao China in the context of state authoritarianism. 

Background information
In June 1989, one day after the Chinese army crushed a protest that had occupied Tiananmen Square for the last two months, a young man, wearing black pants and a white shirt, armed with a half-empty plastic shopping bag, challenged a column of tanks on the Avenue of Eternal Peace, the artery that leads to the largest urban open public space in China. Western photographers witnessed and recorded the confrontation from a nearby hotel and succeeded in smuggling the film out of China. The images they took made a globally recognized hero of this unknown figure. Some commentators believe that his example contributed to the nonviolent movement that successfully freed Eastern Europeans from their ruling command economy regimes.
Procedure
Primary Source Analysis
Without any introduction or audio, project for the students, eventually more than once, making sure that the images achieve the due effect:
Heroes - The Tank man http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrQqDqOx3KY&feature=related

Start from 0.11 and stop at 1.50 so that they will see only the uncommented images. 
Investigation of the primary source

Ask students: 
· What did we just see? 
· What happened to the man in the white shirt?
…and let the students, first individually and then in groups, frame the images with a story they consider plausible. 
To conclude this phase, ask:
· What will happen to the man in the white shirt?
· Who shot this film? 
· Why was it shot? 
· What reactions do you think it produced in the audience? 
· These images have come to symbolize a universal human value. Can you guess which?

Activities to engage students with primary sources:
1. When there is no more input from the class, show the prologue of
The Tank Man (7:30 min.)

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tankman/view/
which includes the segment above and frames it in the historical context.

2. Then ask following questions to ascertain understanding:
· Where are we?
· When is this event taking place?
  
· What is happening? 
· Who is the man in a white shirt?
· What is he doing? 
· Why are the tanks on the street? 
· Who are the people removing the man from the scene? 
3. To reinforce the newly acquired knowledge, students will 
· read and comment aloud on
 
The memory of Tiananmen 1989


http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tankman/cron/
· explore the following sites 

Eyewitness to Tiananmen spring

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tankman/themes/eyewitness.html
The Gate of Heavenly Peace
http://www.tsquare.tv/
4. After attentive reading of the accounts in the above web sites, each student will

· choose one of the eyewitnesses;
· reenact the testimony of one eyewitness of the 1989 Tiananmen event so that all views will be presented in class;
· write a 250/300 word reflection comparing the Chinese testimonies to those of the Westerner.
Connecting Primary Source Activity
· Use Polish stamps to bridge the 1989 Chinese events to Europe

Solidarity commemorates Tiananmen Square

http://chnm.gmu.edu/1989/items/show/104
N. B.: This unit could continue by examining the events that followed in Europe and 
the USSR, utilizing 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/1989 
http://www.democratictransitions.org/
Background for Teachers

Edward Friedman, “Political Ideas in China’s Encounter with the West,” video, at http://www.fpri.org/multimedia/20080301.friedman.chinawestpoliticalideas.html
Wilson, Rawski, Cohen, Tucker and deLisle essays at http://www.fpri.org/education/chinawest/
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