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Rationale: Since the success of Mao’s communist revolution in 1949, the potential for a U.S.-Sino conflict has waxed and waned according to international and national dynamics. In the six decades that have passed, relative peace has been maintained, with, most significantly, no declarations of war. As China now assumes greater political, economic, military and cultural roles, it is essential that students understand modern world history and global themes of the past. Essential questions include: 

1. How do we define and characterize international relationships between the U.S. and China? 
2. What were the global contexts these two nations were part of? 
3. Who were the main players in Sino-U.S. relations? 
4. How does each nation view the other historically, politically, economically and culturally? 
Students Will Be Able To: Read, view, discuss and research material/content regarding three case studies in U.S.-China relations:

a) General MacArthur’s Removal by President Truman 
b) Ping Pong Diplomacy  
c) United States’ Foreign Policy of Strategic Ambiguity regarding Taiwan. 
Full understanding of these events requires broader reading on world history and global affairs. Moreover, the geography of East and Southeast Asia will be tested. Finally, a written component on U.S.-China relations (short answers, 2-4 page essay, summaries etc.) will be assigned according to the needs of the class and teacher using the sources below and individual research.
Case Studies Summaries: 

Through a combination of reading, film, lecturing and research, students will develop understanding of each case study and be able to analyze them through multiple sources and perspectives. The summaries below form the core from which broader content is to be built.
1. MacArthur Fired:  In April 1951, MacArthur's habitual disregard of his superiors led to a crisis. MacArthur repeatedly requested authorization to strike Chinese bases in Manchuria. President Truman was concerned that such actions would draw the Soviet Union into the conflict and risk nuclear war. MacArthur sent a letter to Rep. Joe Martin (R-Mass.), the House Minority Leader, disagreeing with Truman's policy of limiting the Korean war to avoid a larger war with China. He also sent an ultimatum to the Chinese Army which destroyed President Truman's ceasefire efforts. This was seen by Truman as a violation of the American constitutional principle that military commanders are subordinate to civilian leadership, and usurpation of the President's authority to make foreign policy. 
2. Ping Pong Diplomacy:  On April 6, 1971 the U.S. Table Tennis team was in Japan for the 31st World Table Tennis Championship. They received an invitation from their counterparts in China to visit the People’s Republic of China.  On April 12, 1971 the team and accompanying journalists became the first Americans to set foot in the PRC capital since Mao's communist party had come to power in 1949. The event marked a thaw in U.S.-China relations that paved the way for a visit to Beijing by President Richard Nixon.
3. Strategic Ambiguity:  US foreign policy regarding Taiwan has been labeled “Strategic Ambiguity”. A specific course of action regarding the defense of the Republic of China (Taiwan) in the event of an attack by the People's Republic of China remains unclear. This policy was intended to discourage both a unilateral declaration of independence by Taiwan and an invasion of Taiwan by the PRC. 
Source List: 


Selected Readings:

Cohen, Warren. “China and the West in Historical Perspective,” FPRI presentation, Mar. 2008, at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1306.200804.cohen.chinawesthistorical.html
Friedman, Edward. “Testimony to the US-China Economic and Security Review Commission, ” February 2007, at http://china.usc.edu/App_Images//070101_friedman_statement.pdf

Gaddis, John Lewis. The Cold War: A New History. pp 130-52.  Penguin Press. New York 2003.
Huntington, Samuel P. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. pp 218-238. Touchstone, New York. 1996.

Keylor, William. The Twentieth Century World. Chapter 11 “The Rise of China and the Cold War in Asia”.  Oxford Press. New York. 1996.

Wilson, Andrew. “China’s Early Encounters with the West,” FPRI presentation, Mar. 2008, at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1303.200804.wilson.earlychinawest.html
  

Selected Viewing:

1) Cold War CNN Documentary (1998) : “Korea” episode 5, 
2) Cold War CNN Documentary (1998):  “China” episode 15

3) Forrest Gump (1994) “Ping Pong Diplomacy Scenes”
4) Deng Xiaoping: A Legend (2005)

5) The American Experience. MacArthur (1999)
6) The American Experience. Truman (1999)
7) Nixon (1995)
8) Tug of War: the Story of Taiwan (1998).
Assessments: 
1) A political map with features (nations, cities) selected by the teacher. Word bank optional.

2) A physical map with features (land , water) selected by the teacher. Word bank optional.

3) Writing Component Suggestions: Short Answers/Responses and Essay Questions/Prompts

1. Summarize each case study. Focus on general information, policies, causes and outcomes .
2. Compare and contrast the three case studies regarding U.S. foreign policy, the international situation/context and Chinese leadership.

3. To what extent do you agree with this statement: “The U.S. has sought peace with China due to economic parameters more than national security.”
4. Analyze each case study from the perspective of two historians you read from the selected readings.

5. Explain and describe U.S.-Sino relations in the second half of the 20th Century.
Political Map (China and its Neighbors)
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Physical Map  (Rivers Highlighted)





