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Lesson 1. Historiography: Rethinking Cold War History 

by Timothy L. Cullen, Leonla High School, NJ (1998)

Objective: This topic introduces the concepts involved in historiography. Using the material included in Gaddis’ We Now Know, ask the class to consider how historians reach their conclusions in the absence of primary sources.

Standards: U.S. History, Era 9, 2A and 2B; Era 8, 3B and 3C; World History Era 9, Standard 1, 1A and 1B; Standard 3 (Critical Thinking skills, Document Interpretation Skills, The Meaning of History)

Class Outline: 

1. Lecture on the rules dictating research (see materials published by ETS and AP on document analysis).

2. Read the Preface of We Now Know and compare it with the introduction of Hook and Spanier’s American Foreign Policy Since World War II and Gar Alperovitz’ Atomic Diplomacy. 

3. Read McDougall’s “The Three Reasons We Study History.”

Source Materials:

Gar Alperovitz’ Atomic Diplomacy: Hiroshima and Potsdam : The Use of the Atomic Bomb and the American Confrontation With Soviet Power (Pluto Press, 2nd ed., 1994)

John Lewis Gaddis, We Now Know: Rethinking Cold War History (Oxford, 1997)
Steven Hook and John Spanier, American Foreign Policy Since World War II (CQ Press, 17th ed., 2006)

Walter McDougall, “The Three Reasons We Study History,” Feb. 1998, at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/051.199802.mcdougall.3reasonsteachhistory.html. 

Student Assignment: Research project on each of the following historians. Students are assigned the following historians and asked to locate the titles of materials written by each and then look for reviews and analyses of each. Students should also try to locate specific examples of each author’s work, emphasizing the introductions and conclusions of their published materials. The objective is to gain insight into the thinking of each. (See your school’s librarian and prepare the necessary materials and websites in advance.)

a. George Kennan

b. Walter LaFeber

c. Robert Divine

d. John Lewis Gaddis

e. Hans Morgenthau

f. Gar Alperovitz

g. Gabriel Kolko

h. Louis Halle

i. Melvyn Leffler

j. Marc Trachtenberg
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