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Lesson 2. Categories of Cold War Historiography
by Timothy L. Cullen, Leonla High School, NJ (1998)

Objective: To provide an intellectual foundation for the study of the Cold War era.

Standards: U.S. History, Era 9, 2A and 2B; Era 8, 3B and 3C; World History Era 9, Standard 1, 1A and 1B; Standard 3 (Critical Thinking skills, Document Interpretation Skills, The Meaning of History)

Class Outline: 

1. The Cold War in overview (see www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/timeline/frameset.html)
2. Focus on Kenneth Waltz’s three images of foreign policy as outlined in “Categories of Cold War Historiography” (attached). Ask the class to answer the question, what do we really know about the Cold War? 
3. Videotapes: (a) CNN The Cold War, Episode 1: “Comrades”; and (b) ABC News 45/85 with Ted Koppel and Peter Jennings, “1945-1954.”
4. Students analyze primary documents in groups, using their research to categorize George Kennan (thesis), Walter LaFeber (antithesis), Robert Divine (synthesis), and John Lewis Gaddis (synthesis/new antithesis).
Student Assignment: Read the following articles and prepare summaries for class discussion:

Cousins, Norman and Thomas K. Finletter, “Why Did We Drop the Atomic Bomb?” pp. 950-53 in William Appleman Williams, ed., The Shaping of American Diplomacy: Readings and Documents in American Foreign Relations, 1750-1955 (Rand McNally, 1956)

Stimson, Henry L. and McGeorge Bundy, “Russia and the Bomb,” pp. 953-57, ibid.

Kenneth Waltz’ Categories of Cold War Historiography

	
	School(s)
	Argument
	Representative Exponents
	Context

	Thesis
	The Consensus Historians
	U.S. Containment was the "the brave and essential response of free men to Communist aggression" (Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.)
	Hans Morgenthau; Robert Strausz-Hupé

____________
	Early Cold War, McCarthyism, Korea, Bipartisan "Consensus," 1947-64

	Antithesis
	The Revisionist Historians
	Soviet Defensiveness (and Third World Hostility) were understandable products of aggressive capitalist universalism backed by atomic weapons.
	Gal Alperovitz; Gabriel Kolko

____________
	Anti-Nuclear and Anti-Vietnam War Protest Movements, c. 1960-75

	Synthesis
	The Long-Range Objective Historians
	Seen in retrospect, the crack-up of the World War II alliance was the inevitable product of ideological, economic, and geopolitical cleavages; Stalin's Russia and Truman's America were both "victims and accomplices" (Vojtech Mastny)
	Louis Halle

_____________
	Detente and Post-Vietnam Era, c. 1972-80

	The New Antitheses
	Neoconservative, Neo-revisionist, and Neorealist Historians
	"Now we know" that Stalin really was aggressive -- and his genocidal tyranny cannot be ignored; "Now we know" that the U.S. did really seek a "preponderance of power" in hopes of imposing its own world order; "Now we know" that the real issue was Germany and that the course of Cold War diplomacy had more to do with debates within the Western alliance than between the West and the Soviet Union.
	Melvyn Leffler; Marc Trachtenberg

______________
	End of the Cold War; Opening of the U.S. and Soviet Archives, c. 1985-98


According to Kenneth Waltz's three images of foreign policy–making: (1) analysis based on the personality, ambition, and ideology of the leader; (2) analysis based on all the domestic forces shaping foreign policy formation, including economic interests, bureaucratic rivalry, electoral politics, the media and public opinion; (3) analysis based on the threats and opportunities emanating from the international environment (balance of power, geopolitics, etc.).

	
	First Image
	Second Image
	Third Image

	It Was The Soviets' Cold War
	Stalin as paranoid: seized East Europe to shore up power at home(Adam Ulam)
	Communist system as requiring a foreign enemy to justify totalitarian rule (Brzezinski)
	Russian and/or Communist bid for Eurasian hegemony forced Western powers into containment(Kissinger)

	It Was The Americans' Cold War
	Truman as insecure, ignorant bully: "if only FDR had lived"(Diane Clemens)
	"Open Door" capitalist imperialism and U.S. military- industrial complex threatened USSR (Franz Schurmann)
	U.S. came out of WWII with hegemonic power, forced Soviet bloc to resist and defend itself (Martin Sherwin)

	The Cold War As Overdetermined
	Stalin and Truman both scared and suspicious, applied lessons of 1930s and1940s, and came from opposite backgrounds: agreement impossible(Robert Divine)
	It was the wartime alliance that was the aberration, and after 1945 the Cold War between a Wilsonian and Leninist system that dated from 1917 resumed (Stephen Ambrose)
	It was a case of an elephant and a whale: U.S. and USSR posed asymmetrical threats, each viewed other as a potential "Nazi Germany," and each feared sneak attack (Walter McDougall)


TEACHING POINTS:

· The Cold War as Natural (if lamentable) or an Aberration in Need of Much Explanation?

· The Cold War as Primarily an Ideological, Geopolitical, or Economic Conflict?

· The Cold War as Expression of the Munich, Pearl Harbor, and Barbarossa Syndromes?

· The Cold War as a Product of American and Russian History over the Centuries?

· What Degree of "Freedom to Choose" on Either Side: Could the U.S. or Communist Regimes Have Behaved Differently?

· How to Convey the Nature of Totalitarianism to Students Today?

