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Lesson 3. The Origins of the Cold War

by Timothy L. Cullen, Leonla High School, NJ (1998)

Objective: For years, the question of who was responsible for the outbreak of the Cold War had to be examined without access to Soviet archives. Now we examine the issue anew, drawing on those materials now available. In the process we will utilize the “Categories of Cold War Historiography” examined in Lesson 2.

Standards: U.S. History, Era 9, 2A and 2B; Era 8, 3B and 3C; World History Era 9, Standard 1, 1A and 1B; Standard 3 (Critical Thinking skills, Document Interpretation Skills, The Meaning of History)

Class Outline: Students should read one of the following articles and prepare a summary for class discussion:

“Who Started The Cold War?” Charles L. Mee Jr., American Heritage, August 1977, at www.americanheritage.com (balanced view, post-Vietnam perspective)

James P. Warburg, “Onset of the Cold War,” pp. 958-66 (1953), in Williams, The Shaping of American Diplomacy.

Walter Lippman, “The Russian-American War,” pp. 967-74 (1949), ibid.

Archibald MacLeish, “The Conquest of America” (1949), pp. 975-83, ibid.

2. ABC News videotape 45/85 with Ted Koppel and Peter Jennings, “1945-54”

3. CNN videotape, The Cold War, Episode 3, Marshall Plan.

