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Paul Dickler has taught AP U.S. History and International Relations at Neshaminy High School. He has been an adjunct professor at the University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of Education and is a consultant to Penn’s Annenberg School of Communication, the College Board, and the Educational Testing Service. 

James Sanzare taught for over 35 years in the Philadelphia school system.  He has conducted in-service training and written vast amounts of curriculum material.  Dr. Sanzare, with degrees in European and Asian history and certificates in African studies and American government, has studied at universities in Ethiopia, Thailand, India, and Hong Kong.  He has travelled the world, visiting some 200 countries and dependencies.
Grade: 9-12
Objective: Create an original historical map.

Time: 
 2 days
Standards: 
U.S. History, Era 9, Standards 2A and 2B


World History, Era 9, Standard 3



World History across the Eras: Standard 1

Overview: Geopolitical relationships, conflicts and interactions have been a fact of international life since the beginning of recorded history. In ancient times the Sumerian city states fought over boundaries, water rights and control of the region. There were Babylonians, Hittites, Elamites and Assyrians to name a few who coveted power, land and influence. 

Current situations students might wish to learn about include:

1. Indonesia

2. Japan/Russia

3. Western Sahara

4. Somaliland

5. Israel/Palestinian Authority

6. Sri Lanka

7. Lebanon

8. Afghanistan

9. Taiwan

10. Tibet

11. Cuba

12. Libya

13. Saudi Arabia

14. Macedonia

15. Maldives

Some "offbeat" cases are listed to illustrate the wide scope of geopolitical affairs. Remember the spark that ignited the first World War took place in an unfamiliar city, Sarajevo, while a prelude to the second great war was British prime minister Neville Chamberlain's returning home from Munich to tell his people "How horrible, fantastic, incredible, it is that we should be trying on gas masks here because of a quarrel in a far away country between peoples of whom we know nothing."

Geopolitics refers to the relationship between politics and geography, the action of countries directly involved in a specific situation, the pull of neighboring states, the concern of distant countries, and how and why land, people, and resources affect these actors. Why is Saudi Arabia, geographically a sparsely populated largely desert wasteland, so important from a geopolitical view? (Answer: Oil for some states, religion for others.) Historically, why did the British and Russians duel for dominion in Afghanistan which became known in historic lore as the "Great Game"? It was control of mountain passes, particularly the fabled Khyber Pass, long a strategic trade route and gateway to South Asia. This is an opportunity to introduce Lawrence of Arabia or Rudyard Kipling and other figures, both good and bad, in order to have students savor the rich tapestry of history.

Maps are essential in studying geopolitics. Maps help students identify location, appreciate circumstances and, combined with statistical information, provide a greater perspective of the problem. There is an attraction to working with maps in the classroom and teachers should use the opportunity to enrich the lesson. Walter McDougall, professor of International Relations at the University of Pennsylvania, tells us: "My dream is that every teacher and student of history and geography at the end of every block of instruction, can say proudly and knowledgeable, 'I've done the map.' Because that means they know who they are, where they are, and how to get where they want to go. That means they have had true education."  
Requirements:

1. The map must depict an event, relationship, geopolitical circumstances, or economic-based concept involving U.S. history (domestic or foreign relations).

2. The map must be at least 18” x 18” in size. It must be neat and clearly legible.

3. Any reasonable projection may be used, including but not limited to Mercator, Armadillo, Gall-Peters, Miller Cylindrical, Vander Grinten, Mollweide, Robinson, Eckert IV, Goode’s Homolosine, Winkel Tripel. Maps may be conformal, equal-area, or compromise projections.

4. Creativity is encouraged. Think of events or relationships not often or even ever previously depicted on a map.

5. Present your map to the class. Describe its construction and meaning.

Resources:

1. CIA Worldfactbook, https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html

2. Atlases and globes

3. Internet map sites: 

· Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection, www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/

· www.nationalgeographic.com

4. Handouts (all available at www.fpri.org):

· “Geography, History, and True Education,” Walter McDougall

· The Revenge of Geopolitics, Harvey Sicherman

· “You Can’t Argue with Geography,” Walter McDougall

· “The New (and Old) Geopolitics of the Persian Gulf,” Geoffrey Kemp

