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Introduction

Islam is a universal religion which teaches ethnic and racial equality. Muslims live in fifty-six  countries worldwide, including Indonesia, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, and Nigeria. A significant Muslim population can be found in India, China, and Central Asia. Contrary to popular assumption, the majority of Muslims are not Arab. In fact only 20 percent of the world’s 1.2 billion Muslims originate from Arab countries. The largest Muslim communities are to be found in Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and India.

The purpose of this lesson plan is to teach students how Islam emerged in Arabia and was accepted around the world by people of different ethnic, linguistic and cultural groups. This lesson plan focuses on two regions, Asia and the Middle East, where Muslims of diverse cultures practice their faith in their own local cultural contexts and according to their own traditions, and yet consider themselves a part of the Muslim ummah (worldwide community).        

Key Concepts:  Quran, ummah (worldwide Muslim community), core beliefs, cultural pluralism, Sufi Islam, taqwa (piety, righteousness), religious traditions, Sunni, Shia, Wahhabi
Learning Objectives: Students should be able to:

1.  define ummah;  

2. define culture and identify cultural differences among Muslims in Asia and the Middle East;

3.  describe the core beliefs of Islam;  

4.  prepare a list of Muslim nations in the Middle East; 

5.  prepare a list of Muslim nations in Asia;         

6. identify countries in Asia with significant Muslim population; 

7.  describe the main differences in Asian Islam and Arab Islam; 

8. identify the leading schools of thought in Islam in Asia and the Middle East; and

9. describe the status of women in different Muslim societies.   

Motivation: Students will watch the video “Islam: Empire of Faith”, take notes and prepare a list of questions about the Muslim world with a special focus on the Arab world and Asia.     
Procedure:

1) Teacher explains that there are three world religions which allow conversion: Islam, Christianity and Buddhism. Teacher will further explain how the Arabs took the message of Islam to non-Arab lands.   

2) Teacher will discuss with students the video “Islam: Empire of Faith.”   

3) The teacher will assign each student a Muslim nation or a nation with a Muslim community for research, such as China, India, Iran, or Egypt.  

4) Each student will be responsible to conduct research and prepare a report focusing on only one country and its Muslim population examining their culture, language, local customs, traditions, history, and religious practices. The student’s research will also identify differences between different sects within the same culture and same country.  

5) Students will use a variety of primary and secondary sources, such as biographies, encyclopedia, books, journals, websites and videos to prepare a 5-page report on their selected countries. 

6) After completing their research, each student will present his/her findings in the class. 

Resources 

Books

Hefner, Robert.  Civil Islam:  Muslims and Democratization in Indonesia.  Princeton University Press, 2001. 
Esposito, John, Islam in Asia : Religion, Politics, and Society. New York: Oxford University Press, 1987.

Nathan, K. S., Islam in Southeast Asia. Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2005.

Kavanaugh, Dorothy, Islam in Asia: Facts and Figures. Mason Crest Publishers,  2005.
Websites on Islam and the Muslim World

Islamic Civilization

http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/introduction/woi_history.html
Islam as Religion
http://al-islam.org
Islamic Art
http://www.islamicart.com/
Islamic Glossary http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/reference/glossary.html
Arab Culture
http://arabworld.nitle.org/main_menu.php?module_id=2
Islamic City
http://www.islamicity.com/
Council on American-Islamic Relations
http://www.cair-net.org/
Christian-Muslim Relations
http://macdonald.hartsem.edu/geninfo.ht
Islam in South Asia

http://www.library.wisc.edu/guides/SoAsia/religion/islam.html
.
Videos about Islam

Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet (PBS), VHS & DVD, 2002. 

Islam: Empire of Faith, (PBS), 2000.

Living Islam.   Ambrose Video Publishing, 1993. 


The Arab World (Bill Moyers).  Mystic Fire Video, 1991. 


Women and Islam. Films for the Humanities & Sciences, 1994. 

Women in Islam. Islamic Publications International, 1991.

Inside Islam. History Channel, 2002.

Three Faiths, One God: Judaism, Christianity, Islam. Auteur Productions, Ltd., 2005.   

Hollywood Movies about the Muslim World

Lion of the Desert: Omar Mukhtar [Anthony Quinn and Oliver Reed] 1981.

The Message: The Story of Islam [Anthony Quinn] 1976.

Lawrence of Arabia [Peter O’Toole, Anthony Quinn, Omar Sharif, Alec Guiness] 1962.

The Wind and the Lion [Sean Connery, Candice Bergen] 1975.

Closure Assessment: A final assessment will include a quiz on the whole project. 
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