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Grade Level: 6-12

Subject Area: Global History

NCSS Standards:  2 & 8

National Standards for World History: 2A

Duration: 4 class periods

Introduction

This lesson plan is about the influence of Islamic culture and traditions in the Iberian Peninsula between the eighth and fifteenth centuries. Islam came to the region through conquest by Arab and Berber armies. After conquest, Islamic influence was spread through military might, intermarriage between conquerors and indigenous peoples, and immigrant Muslims who brought their culture, learning, and traditions with them. 

In the city of Cordoba, for example, immigrant Islamic leaders built mosques and gardens planted with imports from the Islamic world. Pilgrims from Spain traveled to Muslim holy sites, and both migrants and travelers from the Islamic world traveled to Spain. In each case, such people spread Islamic learning and ideas throughout the Iberian Peninsula.
Key Concepts:  Umayyad, dynasty, caliphate, Iberian Peninsula, Arabic numerals, 

Learning Objectives: Students should be able to:

1. define civilization and identify its components;  

2.  explain how Muslims conquered Iberian Peninsula, integrated with local population, and transformed the culture of Spain; 

3. draw evidence from art and architecture to illustrate Muslim influence on the Iberian Peninsula; 

4. prepare a list of famous Muslim scholars and their contributions to medicine, mathematics, astronomy, philosophy, and other fields of knowledge;     

5. describe relationship between Muslims, Christians, and the Jews under the Muslim rule in  Spain; 

6.  interpret the relationship between the Muslims of Spain and Western Europe between 711 and 1492;

7. analyze Muslim and European historical interpretations and perspectives about the causes of the decline of the Muslim rule in Iberian Peninsula; and 

8. develop historical empathy for the Muslim rule in Spain and construct perspective.  

Motivation: Students will watch  the video “Islamic Spain”,  take notes, and prepare a list of questions about the Muslim rule in Iberian Peninsula and the social, political, and economic system the Muslims introduced in the new land.    
Procedure/Teaching Strategy:

1) Teacher prepares a list of core themes about Islamic civilization in Spain which will include  science, mathematics, music, architecture, agriculture, medicine, philosophy, law, government, economics inter-faith relations, society, and foreign relations.  

2) The class will be divided into groups having three students in each group.  

3) Each group will select a theme for research. 

4) The groups will use a variety of primary and secondary sources, such as biographies, encyclopedia, books, journals, and videos to prepare a 10-page report on their selected themes. 

5) After completing their research, each group will present its findings in the class. 

Resources:

Annenberg/PCB: Islamic Spain

Articles in Islamic Spain in magazine Al-Andalus 

Textbook: World History: Patterns of Civilization

Turner, Howard R., Science in Medieval Islam. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 1997. 

Lapidus, Ira, The History of Islamic Societies. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002. 

Harvey, L. P. Islamic Spain, 1250-1500. Chicago, Ill: University of Chicago Press, 1992. 

Closure Assessment: A final quiz will determine whether students have met the objectives. 
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