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Rationale:  This lesson was the culmination of a unit on Islam in a World Religions elective. After studying the beliefs, practices, history, and socio-cultural elements of Islam, students looked at the role of Islam in the world today, reading the Conference Report on FPRI’s May 2006 History Institute, www.fpri.org/footnotes/114.200609.kuehner.islamislamismdemocraticvalues.html, which was used to explore the relationship between Islam and politics.  
The goal of this lesson was to assess students’ understanding of the basic history and beliefs of Islam as well as how students could apply this knowledge to the question of Islam’s compatibility with democracy.  Students were required to synthesize their understanding of the religion and the political system as part of a debate and a writing assignment.  The class for which the lesson was created was small (around ten students), but it can be adapted for larger groups.

Preview Activity:  A homework assignment that is due the day of the lesson requires students to formulate two arguments for the compatibility of Islam and democracy and two arguments against.  On the day of the lesson, students begin class by responding to the writing prompt, "What does a society require to be democratic?"

Procedures:

1.  Discuss student answers to the prompt and come to a general consensus about societal needs for a functional democracy.

2.  Remind the class of the basic process of a formal debate.

3.  Write the following statement, which will be the focus of the debate, on the board: "Islam and democracy are incompatible." Randomly choose three students to support this proposition and three to oppose it.  The remaining students will act as "questioners."

4.  Members of each debate team will discuss the position they have been assigned and the best argument that can be made, using evidence presented in previous lessons and readings. The questioners will compare the arguments each group member prepared as part of the previous day's homework assignment.

5.  One member of the "support" side will present an opening statement which outlines the group's argument.  Other students in the class should take note of evidence presented and line of argumentation.  Then the "opposition" group gives its opening statement.  Again, others should take notes.

6.  After the opening statements, each side prepares a rebuttal that responds to the arguments offered by the other side.  The questioners will evaluate each side's arguments and begin preparing questions for the Q & A portion of the debate.

7.  A different student from the "support" side will then present the group's rebuttal.  This will be followed by the "opposition" group's rebuttal.

8.  The questioners will then ask both sides questions regarding their arguments and the responses of each in their rebuttals.  Members of the each group will respond to these questions.

9.  After the Q & A, members of the "support" and "opposition" groups will prepare closing statements based upon their initial arguments, the opposing side's argument, and any insights gleaned from the Q & A. The "questioners" will make preliminary evaluations of each group's performance in the debate to this point.

10.  A member of the "opposition" side (the one who did neither the opening statement nor the rebuttal) will deliver the group's closing statement, followed by the closing statement of the "support" side.

11.  At the conclusion of the debate, the class as a whole will discuss the debate as well as their individual thoughts on the topic (which may differ from the assigned position).

Assessment:  Students will then write a five-paragraph essay in response to the debate's proposition.  They are free to take any position they choose, but need to include specific evidence from the unit on Islam in supporting their position.

