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	Foreign Policy Research Institute

Marvin Wachman Fund for International Education

	
	Classroom Lessons: 

Islam


Islam and Islamic Culture

(Siefring, 2006)

Grade Level 9-12

Standards: Era 9, 1B, 1C, 2C, 2D, 2F

OBJECTIVES:

1. examine the history of the Tigris-Euphrates region from the beginnings of Islam until today’s Iraq.

2. investigate the background and visions of Iraq’s new leaders and why that is critical to analyzing where the country will go in the future.

3. describe the differences in Islam as practiced in different world regions.

4. describe the challenges that Islamist ideas pose to Western European states.

5. discuss how Islamic law has changed since the founding of Islam by Mohammed, and whether those changes have been positive.

6. decide whether democracy can succeed in Iraq at present. Describe how the West can influence Iraqi opinion.

TIME:  8 x 55 minute classes; 3 x 55 minute library research periods, and independent research.

MOTIVATOR:  Why is the USA in Iraq, and how is that perceived in the Arab/Islamic World?  (Quick opening to “prime the pump”)

PROCEDURES:  

1. Start by asking the class where is Iraq? Then show them a large physical and political map of that country, and the entire Middle East. Ask students what they know about the region, and the present situation in Iraq (this may be cultural, social, economic or political).  

2. Examine the Shia leadership and their diverse views of the situation. Their primary identity is Iraqi, but their sense of nationalism is weak. The main interest of most Shia leaders is Islamicizing and reforming society, in the Shia direction. Because they are the majority, they favor elections and

Parliamentary government.

3. Analyze the secular center losing its commitment to an Iraqi identity and a more centralized state.  Research why a clear vision for the Sunnis has yet to be stated, but judging from their campaign literature, many are still connected to past Baath visions.


4. Does the USA (not so much the West) have a real chance of democratizing Iraq and the Muslim world?  The British failed in the 1920s.  Does the USA have the right to try and influence Muslim thought in regard to World Integration and Globalization?  (Use James Kurth’s article Spring 2005)
5. Is Iraq’s location in the Middle East of real strategic value to the West/USA?

6. Assess U.S. foreign policy and any possible errors in dealing with Iraq and Iran since 1988. (Distribute Jeremy Black, “Islam and the West: A Historical Perspective” from www.fpri.org).

7. How will the West and US gain the trust of the Arab/Islamic world? Is that even a possibility considering all that has happened since 2000?

8. Is the oil excuse the real reason for US involvement in Iraq and the Middle East or is the real underlying problem still the Arab-Israeli issue over the concept of a Palestinian State?  There are numerous sites for research on all the above issues and questions and very well make take more than the time allotted.  That will have to be adjusted or questions left out and debated during an open forum in class. We will pursue some these methods through class debates, forums, and several research projects.

9. The final part of this study will be a 3000 word Research Essay on a specific element of our study.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

“There are few important determinants of a country’s future direction than the nature of its political leadership.” (Marr, US Institute of Peace, March 2006, 2). 

That’s okay for today, but what did the area look like 50, 100, a thousand years ago?  The historical, religious, cultural, and tribal chronology are very important in understanding why it is a volatile region and why it has remained that for millennium.

Once referred to as Mesopotamia, Iraq was the site of flourishing ancient civilizations. Muslims conquered it by the 7th century CE, and in the 8th century the Abassid caliphate moved the capital to Baghdad. 

At the end of World War I, Iraq became a League of Nations British Mandate territory, eventually it would attain independence, and be ruled as a constitutional monarchy. In 1945, Iraq joined the U.N. and Arab League. 

In 1956, it became a member of the Baghdad Pact.  General Abdul Rahman Qasim  led a successful coup d’etat in July 1958 successfully ending the monarchy of King Faisal II.  Qasim was assassinated  in February 1963, and the Baath Party took control of the government under the General  Ahmad Hasan al-Bakr as Prime Minister and Col Abdul Salam Arif as president.  Nine months later Arif led another coup overthrowing the Ba’ath regime. In April 1966, Arif was killed in an airplane crash, and his brother Gen. Abdul Rahman Mohammad Arif assumed the presidency. 

Two years later, a group of Baathists and military leaders ousted him, and Hasan al-Bakr emerged as the President and Chairman of the revolutionary Command Council (RCC). In July 1979, Bakr resigned and Saddam Hussein assumed both offices. The next major action was the Iran-Iraq War 1980-1988, which devastated Iraq’s economy. From that point onwards Hussein’s regime went from one crisis to the next:  the invasion of Kuwait, the UN sanctions and counter invasion, his denial of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), the full-scale invasion of Iraq in March 2003 and finally the removal of Hussein.  We now have an elected government in Iraq, but no real stability or economic and political security..  Things actually look worse from the Iraqi standpoint than before the US led invasion.  Only time will tell if Iraq will be able to successfully implement a modified form of democracy or fall back under the control of a hard liner.

SUMMARY/CLOSURE:  

Review points.  Go back over the instructional goal and objectives.  Evaluate any  problems encountered during the unit of study. Hold a critique led by the students addressing whether anything could have been done better the positives and negatives of the assignments and the workload.
CHECK ON LEARNING:

There will be a general Q & A at the end of study. Every student will be asked at least two oral questions with the opportunity for agreement and disagreement on the answers.

Students will be expected to give their personal views and perspectives on each and every discussion topic. 

	HOMEWORK

Assignment of readings from a variety of sources, texts, notes, and special handouts. Keeping their notebooks current.
	EVALUATIONS 

Three quizzes on notes and readings. 

One DBQ test 

One End of Unit Test Class discussions Library Research 

One Class Debate
	OTHER 

FPRI Enotes and Conference Report


