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	Foreign Policy Research Institute

Marvin Wachman Fund for International Education

	
	Classroom Lessons: 

Korea


Impact of Russo-Japanese War (1904-05) 
on Korea
(Siefring, 2005)

Grade:  ___
Goal: Examine the causes and effects of the Russo-Japanese War and its impact on Korea.
Objectives: 
· examine the geopolitical setting of East Asia from 1890-1904
· discuss three causes of the Russo-Japanese War. 

· evaluate territorial acquisitions and losses  by Russia and Japan on Korea

· analyze military and political effects of the war on East Asia and Europe

· write an in-class terminal essay on a question dealing with the lesson goal
· evaluate the strategic importance of Korea to East Asia since the mid-19th century
· assess the theory that Russia’s losing the war was the real reason for its involvement in the Balkans and eventually for World War I
Time: 7 x 52-minute classes; 2 x 52-minute library periods, and outside research.

Resources: Conference Report and .ppt presentations on “Understanding the Koreas” at www.fpri.org/education/Koreas, which list additional texts.
Motivator: “The shrimp caught (sandwiched) between two whales.” What exactly does this mean? (Spend a few minutes explaining this.)

Lesson:
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Source: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/
middle_east_and_asia/korea_eastsea01.jpg
	1. Ask students what they know about the region and Korea—anything cultural, social, political or economic. Pass out physical and political maps of Korea (see www.atlapedia.com maps, below, and also the maps in .ppt presentations at www.fpri.org/education/koreas) and have students point out rivers, mountains, ports, etc.
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2. What does the location map above tell you about Korea’s location in relation to China, Japan, and Eastern Russia? (Q&A)
3. Consider how its location could be both a positive and negative.

4. Consider how industrialization affected Korea during this period (1890-1904)

5. Consider why Japan might have had territorial ambitions on Korea prior to the Russo-Japanese War.

6. Consider Korea’s strategic importance in today’s global political scenario.

7. Write an analytical and evaluative essay (2500 words) using primary sources, parenthetical notations, and full bibliography in MLA format.

8. Administer an end-of-unit test on the causes and effects of the Russo-Japanese War and its impact on Korea.

Historical Background:

In this conflict, a victorious Japan forced Russia to abandon its Far East expansionist policies. It was the first defeat in modern times of a European power by an Asian power. 

The War developed out of the rivalry between Russia and Japan for complete dominance of Korea and Manchuria. In 1898 Russia had pressured China into granting a long-term lease for the strategically important Port Arthur / Lu-shun. Its location dominates the Liaotung Peninsula in southern Manchuria. Russia immediately took advantage of this to occupy the entire peninsula. This was interesting, since it had forced Japan to relinquish such a right after the Sino-Japanese War, 1894-95. Moreover, in 1896 Russia had concluded an alliance with China against Japan and in the process won the rights to extend the Trans-Siberian Railroad across Chinese-controlled Manchuria to the Russia seaport of Vladivostok. This gave the Russians control of an important strip of Manchurian territory.
However, Russia still lacked a sound transportation infrastructure necessary to reinforce and resupply its military forces in distant Manchuria. In contrast, the Japanese had increased their troop strength between 1895 and 1904 and outnumbered Russian forces considerably. Also, the Japanese had three main military elements in their favor: flexibility of forces, maneuverability, and rapidity of movement. Consequently, Japan decided to attack after Russia’s refusal to abide by its agreement to withdraw forces from Manchuria in 1903.
On Feb. 8, 1904, the conflict began when the Japanese fleet launched a surprise attack and siege on the Russian naval squadron at Port Arthur. In March the Japanese landed an army in Korea that quickly and efficiently overran the country. In May another Japanese army landed on the Liaotung Peninsula, the Japanese then pushed northward in their consolidation of the peninsula, and effectively cut off the Port Arthur garrison from the main Russia forces in Manchuria. The Japanese then pushed forward to engage the Russians opposing them, the Russians withdrew to Mukden (Shenyang) after losing the battles of Fu-hsien (June 14) and Liao-yang (August 25), south of Mukden. By October the Russians went on the offensive again, with reinforcements received via the Trans-Siberian RR. The offensive failed due to poor strategies, weak leadership, and lack of flexibility and maneuver.
On January 2, 1905, the Port Arthur garrison commander surrendered, even though he had enough supplies and munitions to hold for three additional months. The final straw that broke the Russians’ back was the Battle of Mukden (Feb.-March 1905). Russian forces numbered 330,000 and the opposing Japanese forces 270,000. The battle was long and intense, and the final result up for grabs until the withdrawal of General A.N. Kuropatkin to north of Mukden. The Japanese quickly occupied the city. Casualties were high on both sides: Russians approximately 89,000 and the Japanese 71,000. The battles of Mukden and Tshushima Straits May 27-29, 1905, were the death knell of Russia’s ambitions in the Far East, and the lead-up to Japanese complete control of the Korean peninsula.

Sample Research Questions
· What conference insured Japan’s dominant position in Korea and East Asia? Explain why this was done and the aftereffects.

· Explain why Japan’s occupation of Korea can or cannot be compared to French occupation/colonialism in regard to Indochina.
· Describe ways Japan used Korea to its own advantage. Cite examples of specific incidents.

· Describe the direct impacts of Japanese occupation on the Korean people from 1910-45.
· Explain why the historical setting then established was or was not the precursor to the Korean War of 1950-53.
Summary/Closure

Review points. go back over the instructional goal and objectives. Reassess problems encountered with the research and presentation information for future clarification and fine-tuning.

Check on Learning: There will be a 15-20 minute general Q&A session at the end of the instructional time. Each student will be asked at least two oral questions with opportunity for agreement/disagreement.
Homework: Assigned readings from texts, notes, handouts.

Evaluations: Two quizzes on notes and readings, one in-class essay, class discussion, library/internet research. 

