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Goals:  To expose students to different types of governments around the world and help them learn about life in countries where the government is violating the rights of the citizens.

Objective:  Students will be able to explain how the rights of people in a given country are being violated.

Materials:  
Essays/ report from FPRI’s Living Without Freedom conference, http://www.fpri.org/education/livingwithoutfreedom/.

Summary of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights (attached)
Human Rights Report worksheet (attached)
computers with Internet access
large chart paper and markers

Time: Three or four 45 minute periods.

1. As a whole class, read over the background information about the UN and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

2. Allow students to choose a country or province they would like to research and learn about from among a list you will provide, which may include countries such as Myanmar (Burma), North Korea, Cuba, Darfur, Rwanda, China, Haiti, Cambodia, Tunisia, Tibet, and Chechnya.  Students with a particular interest in a country not on the list may conduct research on the area of their interest with teacher permission.

3. Give students time during class (two 45-minute class periods) to conduct independent research using the internet and FPRI Living Without Freedom materials.  Students are required to:


· locate the country on a map, 
· identify the continent on which the country is located,
·  list the surrounding countries
· identify the type of government in place in the country
· be able to explain that type of government to their classmates.
· identify the group(s) of people whose rights are being violated and the group(s) of people who are violating their rights.  
· identify rights (from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) that are being violated and provide examples to support their claims. 


The final draft of this research should be presented on the Human Rights Report worksheet.

4. Once individual Human Rights Reports are completed, group students together according to the countries they researched (e.g., all students who researched Cuba are in one group). Give each group a sheet of chart paper and markers.

5. In their groups, students will work together and share the information they found to create one Human Rights Report to present to the rest of the class.  

6. Once the group reports are created, students will present their information to the class.  Students in class will have a chance to ask questions of the group presenting. While each group is presenting, students should create a matrix to collect information about the different countries.

7. Final assignment/assessment:  Students will analyze the information gathered from their own research and group presentations.  Students will write a paragraph/essay/letter to present their analysis and explain how this is similar or different to life in America.  

Modifications and Extensions:

1. To give the students a place to start their research, provide them with a list of recommended websites, such as www.freedomhouse.org, CIA World Factbook, www.monsterfacts.com/countries.html, www.amnestyusa.org, http://hrw.org/countries.html, and http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/.
*2.  If there are a large number of students who researched the same country, they can be split into smaller groups.

*3.  If there are a few countries that were only researched by one student, group those students together and have them create an organizer to compare and contrast the information they gathered, then analyze the similarities and differences.  This can also be a grouping option instead of grouping students together who researched the same country.

4. Invite a local representative to Congress to school to speak to the students about the U.S. government’s role in protecting human rights at home and abroad.

Human Rights Report On ________________________












(Name of Country)
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Continent where this country is located: _______________________

Surrounding countries: 
________________________________________
Type of government: 
________________________________________

People whose rights are violated: __________________________________

People who are violating rights: ____________________________________
Description of rights being violated or abused and how:

The United Nations and Human Rights

The organization known as the United Nations formed on January 1, 1942, during World War II, when representatives from 26 nations agreed that their governments would continue to work together to fight against the Axis Powers.  After the war ended, representatives from 50 countries met to draw up and sign a charter for the organization, which officially came into existence on October 24, 1945 with 51 founding countries.  Since that date, the countries belonging to the UN have worked together to support human rights, justice, health, and education around the world.  Today, 192 countries belong to the UN, which has headquarters in New York, Geneva, Nairobi, and Vienna.

The support and protection of human rights has been a focus of the UN since 1945, when the original 51 nations agreed that the atrocities of World War II should never be allowed to happen again. On December 10, 1948, the UN adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a document drafted by a committee that included Eleanor Roosevelt and outlines the organization’s view of the rights that are guaranteed for all people.

Listed below is a summary of the 30 declarations agreed upon by the committee:

1. Everyone is free and we should all be treated in the same way.

2. Everyone is equal despite differences in skin color, sex, religion, language for example.

3. Everyone has the right to life and to live in freedom and safety.

4. No one has the right to treat you as a slave nor should you make anyone your slave.

5. No one has the right to hurt you or to torture you.

6. Everyone has the right to be treated equally by the law.

7. The law is the same for everyone, it should be applied in the same way to all.

8. Everyone has the right to ask for legal help when their rights are not respected.

9. No one has the right to imprison you unjustly or expel you from your own country.

10. Everyone has the right to a fair and public trial.

11. Everyone should be considered innocent until guilt is proved.

12. Every one has the right to ask for help if someone tries to harm you, but no-one can enter your home, open your letters or bother you or your family without a good reason.

13. Everyone has the right to travel as they wish.

14. Everyone has the right to go to another country and ask for protection if they are being persecuted or are in danger of being persecuted.

15. Everyone has the right to belong to a country. No one has the right to prevent you from belonging to another country if you wish to.

16. Everyone has the right to marry and have a family.

17. Everyone has the right to own property and possessions.

18. Everyone has the right to practice and observe all aspects of their own religion and change their religion if they want to.

19. Everyone has the right to say what they think and to give and receive information.

20. Everyone has the right to take part in meetings and to join associations in a peaceful way.

21. Everyone has the right to help choose and take part in the government of their country.

22. Everyone has the right to social security and to opportunities to develop their skills.

23. Everyone has the right to work for a fair wage in a safe environment and to join a trade union.

24. Everyone has the right to rest and leisure.

25. Everyone has the right to an adequate standard of living and medical help if they are ill.

26. Everyone has the right to go to school.

27. Everyone has the right to share in their community's cultural life.

28. Everyone must respect the 'social order' that is necessary for all these rights to be available.

29. Everyone must respect the rights of others, the community and public property.

30. No one has the right to take away any of the rights in this declaration.

Adapted from: http://www.hrea.org/feature-events/simplified-udhr.html, October 2007.

