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Purpose: Students will understand that people around the world live in varying degrees of freedom. Students will recognize that freedom is a value that is not recognized the same by all individuals and nations. Students will evaluate various historical and current figures that fight or have fought for democracy and freedom.

Standards Addressed: Montana Content Standard Two: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. Benchmark 6, 8

  

Specific Objectives: At the end of this lesson, students will have read two articles on what it is like to live without freedom. Students will discuss in groups and in whole-class discussion what allows them to live in a free state and evaluate the limits of their freedom. Students will then research a person in world or American history that has sacrificed for freedom, create a piece of artwork on freedom and write an editorial about a current issue that pertains to living without freedom. 

  

Readings: 

Carlos Eire, “When Repression Masquerades as Social Justice: Confessions of a Cuban Boy, FPRI Footnote, June 2007, at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1218.200706.eire.confessionscubanboy.html
Wei Jingsheng, The Cultural Revolution And Beyond, FPRI Footnote, July 2007, at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1222.200706.wei.culturalrevolutionbeyond.html.
Anticipatory Set: Have students list all the things they are not allowed to do either at home, school or in our country. Give only one minute. Then have students list as many freedoms they have in one minute. 

  

Step-By-Step Procedures: 

1. After the lead-in, move students in groups of 4-5 and have them compare their lists. Then have them read the Eire article, in particular the paragraph on things Cubans are not allowed to do. In their groups they should compare their lists to the list from Cuba. Have students in the group list as many reasons as possible as why their lists are different or similar. 

2. Move back to a whole class. Students should share their reasons for why their lives are freer than Cubans. Teacher should prompt students to have students reflect the importance of individuals who fought fro freedoms, governmental protections. Also, teacher should prompt students to remind them that not all Americans have had the same history of freedom. End discussion with the question. “What would you do to protect or gain your freedom?”

3. Read Wei’s article. Discuss what Wei gave up in order to attract attention to his cause. Brainstorm others in history who have stood out in their quest for freedom and democracy.

4. Assign Democracy Wall (attached).

5. Create bulletin board with student’s artwork, research, and editorials. Allow space for comment.

Plan for Independent Practice: See Democracy Wall Assignment. Encourage students to read the work of others and to write comments on the wall.  

Closure Students should read and view the works of other students and write on comment section of the wall their own editorial comments.  Remind students the laws and institutions that protect students and the importance of citizens’ role in a free government.

Assessment Based on Objectives: See rubric on assignment handout
Adaptations (For Students With Learning Disabilities): Students with difficulty writing could participate in the artwork portion only. 

Extensions (For Gifted Students): Additional suggested reading for gifted students would be excerpts from The Gulag Archipelago by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. 
Possible Connections to Other Subjects: Art, history, government
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“Those who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a little temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty nor Safety.” Benjamin Franklin

History portion 

1. Research a person in American or World History who has stood up for freedom or democracy.

2. Write a brief biographical paragraph IN YOUR OWN WORDS that includes the following:

a. Place and time setting of the person’s life.

b. Action they were fighting against or oppression they felt was unjustified.

c. Actions they took against the oppression.

d. Consequences of their actions for themselves or for the fight in general. (For example: Were they put in jail? Did they help end the oppression in some way? Did they bring attention to an overlooked group? )

e. In your concluding statement, tell how you think this person should be remembered.

f. Type separately a section entitled “Lessons that can be learned from ___:” and supply what lesson you think this person from the past can teach future generations.

3. Add a photograph or drawing of the person with their name typed underneath and the dates of their lifespan. This should fill an entire page of 8x11 paper.

4. All Bios should be typed, proofread for errors size 14 font. Be sure and type your name on the front.

Participation portion. 

1. Research a local, state, national or world issue that concerns access to freedom or democracy. It could be well known or obscure.

2. Title you editorial with an appropriate quote about freedom, democracy or liberty.

3. Write a one-page editorial describing the following:

a. The situation. Who, what, when, where how…

b. Discuss the remedies, if any, currently being used or used in the past to address the situation.

c. Write a call to action for the appropriate local, national, or international (e.g., the UN, international trade groups or humanitarian groups) group. 

d. Be sure and address how this situation affects local individuals, even if it is hypothetical.

4. Include one photo or drawing to accompany your editorial.

5. These should be typed, proofread, size 14 font with your name typed on the front.

Artistic expression.

As we observe the works of art in our own country that symbolize freedom, we see that these representations—for example, the statue of liberty or the eternal flame—can express meanings more eloquently than words. Additionally, given that liberty or freedom is a difficult concept to define and that it can mean something different for individuals and cultures, art can many times cross these cultural boundaries. Create an artistic product that attempts to define what these concepts mean to you.  (25 points available based on effort)

Rubric: For writing assignments:

	Quality and depth of research with focus on freedom
	35 points

	Grammar, Language and Style
	15 points

	Presentation and Neatness
	10 points

	Total
	60 points


Possible people to research:

American 

Revolutionary figures such as Thomas Paine or Patrick Henry
Women’s Rights Advocates

People who fought against slavery

People who fought in the Civil Rights Movement

People who fought for rights of Native Americans

People in your own family or neighborhood

People from the USA who created organizations that fought for human rights

Winners of the John F Kennedy Profiles in Courage award (see http://www.jfklibrary.org)
World
Nobel Peace Prize Winners (see http://nobelprize.org)
People who stood up against totalitarianism in Nazi Germany, USSR, China, Cuba, North Korea 

People who fought or fight against genocide

People who created organizations to fight for the liberties of others

People who fought racism or apartheid

People who suffer or suffered persecution for their beliefs

People who fought imperialism or colonial rule

Winners of the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought
