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National History Standards:  1B, “The student understands the principles articulated in the Declaration of Independence.” 
Rationale: The concepts of freedom and rights in a democracy are sometimes viewed as synonyms. How we define these ideas is important to understanding our life philosophy. Are these concepts malleable, changing in time and space or universal values part of human nature?  Where do freedom and our rights come from? What role do they play in the American character? 

Student Will Be Able To: 
Read about and share their understanding of freedom and the definitions presented in the readings.  Engage in discussion to challenge their own conceptualization, support their claims and use printed sources in a verbal debate. Students will demonstrate proper decorum and practice listening and verbal expression skills.
Reading List: 


J. Rufus Fears, “Freedom: The History of an Idea”, at http://www.fpri.org/education/livingwithoutfreedom/
“Living Without Freedom in China”, Edward Friedman, Ibid.
The Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, National Assembly of France (1789)
Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen, Olympe de Gouges (1791)
Procedures: 
Assign students all the readings for a “fish-bowl” discussion group over two class periods. Divided in half, the first group to discuss sits on the inside of the circle while the other group encircles the first.  The outer group is to listen to the arguments/discussion of the inner circle and then write comments on 4 points of view (2 they support and 2 they don’t) that they heard.  The inner circle is engaged in a discussion focusing on pre-designed questions. The teacher facilitates the conversation and can put a student on pause to avoid a monopoly of time. Student can be graded on quality and quantity of comments. For the next class the groups switch roles. 

Essay Question: 
As a wrap up, students will write their understanding of freedom and rights and directly address these points:

· Explain what freedom means to you. Identify examples of types of freedom.
· Explain what rights are. Identify examples of types of rights.
· Explain government’s role regarding freedom and rights. Explain whether any one type of government is best at promoting freedom and rights.
· Explain the roles of individuals and nongovernmental organizations regarding freedom and rights.
Option for effect: 
Similar to Wei Jingsheng’s essay "Courage to Stand Alone: Letters from Prison and Other Writings” (1997) written on toilet paper, students could be given cardboard, scrap paper, paper bags and write their views on them in class sitting on the floor. Later these could be posted on a “freedom wall.”
