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Examining an Important Battle in WWII
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Grade Level:
High School U.S. History

Objectives: 
To analyze an important battle in WWII within the larger context of strategic goals of the war

Standards:
National History Standard: Era 8 (Demonstrating understanding of WW II and how the Allies prevailed by explaining Axis and Allied military strategy and contrasting military campaigns in the European and Pacific theaters, 1939-45).

Time: 
Block schedule – 85 minutes: One class period each research, organization of material, and putting report together. 

Conventional twentieth-century and contemporary warfare is very complex, involving mass mobilization of a nation's population and industrial capacity. Because of its large scale and risks, planning is important, to ensure linkage between desired strategic outcomes and the manner in which campaigns and operations are conducted. Battles are violent collisions of armed forces, and every important battle in WWII was preceded by extensive planning. Every battle involved the following:

Strategy – the overall concept for using military power to achieve one or more political ends.
Campaign – a planned sequence of operations and engagements that leads to a strategic goal. 

Operations – the positioning and movement of major forces to gain advantages over the enemy.
Tactics- the art of winning battles and engagements.

For example, the Allies’ overall strategy in Europe was to defeat Germany. Our Russian allies were fighting Germany on the eastern front. Opening up a western front in France would cause the Germans to fight a two-front war, stretching their forces, and leading to a quick defeat of the Nazis. The campaign was to land forces in Normandy, liberate Paris, and push on to Germany. 
The landing of troops in Normandy was a huge undertaking called Operation Overlord, a major part of the campaign. The first battle in the campaign was D-Day, June 7, 1944, when the Allies landed troops on Normandy beaches. The tactics for the D-Day battle involved aerial and naval bombardments, clearing the beaches of obstacles, using landing craft, dropping paratroopers, and using a variety of weapons: flame throwers, bazookas, tanks, and guns.
Your task is to choose a U.S. battle in WWII and write a report which places the battle in the context of the overall American war strategy. Your report must include the following:

1)
A paragraph examining how the battle fit into the overall U.S. strategy.

2)
A paragraph examining how the battle fit into the particular campaign. What was the campaign and how did this battle figure in the campaign’s outcome?
3)
At least one paragraph on any operations that took place in preparation for the battle.
4)
At least one paragraph on the U.S. and enemy tactics. How were these adjusted during the battle? You may include a page of pictures. 

5)
A thorough description and timeline of the events of the battle. Tell what happened and when. 
6)
Create a map showing the area of the campaign, the battle, and the movement of forces. 
7)  Include a Bibliography of sources used for the report.

Some possible battles: Okinawa, Iwo Jima, Saipan, Guadalcanal, Midway, Coral Sea, Leyte Gulf, Tarawa, St. Lo, Anzio, Salerno, Monte Cassino, Burma Road, Bulge, Kasserine Pass, Battle for the Atlantic, Sicily, Bataan, Arnhem, Rhine Crossing
