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Grade: 9-12, US History
Objectives:

1. Evaluate the intended and unintended consequences of scientific innovation related to Cold War technology.
2. Interpret primary and secondary sources critically to develop a written historical analysis. 

Time:

Two-three 50-minute class periods 
Standards:

1. US History Era Nine: Standard 2

How the Cold War and conflicts in Korea and Vietnam influenced domestic and international politics.

2. US History Era Nine: Standard 1

The economic boom and social transformation of postwar United States.
Procedure:

1. Prior to this plan, students should be familiar with the following terms to better understand the main focus of the lesson:

a. U-2 Spy Plane
· Early federal govt. contracts (approx. $25 million in 1955) given to defense corporations (Bell, Martin and later Lockheed) to develop a new spy aircraft that could fly high enough to avoid enemy interceptors
· High-altitude espionage aircraft operational in 1956…flew over USSR, China, and Cuba
· 1960 plane shot down over Soviet airspace, giving rise to the U2 incident

b. Corporate Contractors 
· National companies and corporations established during the WWI era and 1920's, signed contracts to build military items (aircraft, artillery, technology, etc.) during WWII.
· During the early years of the Cold War, the relationship between these contractors and the government continued when these companies built at the request of federal agencies many of the military aircraft, weapons and missiles used to implement US Cold War containment policies including the U-2 spy plane.
· Some corporations were later implicated in the mid 1970's for corruption involving contractors paying millions of dollars in bribes to foreign government officials to secure military contracts. This would expose these corporations to scandals accusing them of too close of a relationship between big business and big government.
c. Allen Dulles
· Dwight Eisenhower’s CIA director
· Brainchild behind the “New Look” defense policy of 1950s

· Was a strong proponent of the federal government seeking out private corporations to develop U2 spy plane
d. Cold War Technology
· An incomplete list of scientific innovations created in the late 1940s and early 1950s illustrates how America’s involvement in the Cold War spurred practical and memorable scientific innovation
· The transistor

· Mainframe computers

· Satellite technology/communications

· Hydrogen bomb

· Intercontinental ballistic missiles

· Nuclear submarines

2. As an introduction, students will read President Dwight Eisenhower’s 1961 farewell address warning of the development of a military industrial complex. Students will analyze the following topics:
a. Define what Eisenhower described as the “military-industrial complex.”

b. Why was Eisenhower so worried about this new cooperative group?

c. Offer reasons why Eisenhower would warn the country at this specific time of this phenomenon.

3. The class will be divided into two groups: (1) those in favor of creating a policy of direct partnerships between the government mandating private corporations to develop technology and (2) those who favor a “hands-off” approach where private innovation first develops the technology without government intervention. Both groups will receive the same set of primary and secondary sources as a guide to make their presentations. 
4. Each group will create an executive report (PowerPoint, Project Display Boards, etc.) on the following issue: “Should the President allow the Defense Department to directly contact private corporations to develop a new Air Force fighter jet?” Each group will then present their argument to the instructor, who will represent the President. The report should address all of the following topics:
a. Economic impact on the domestic economy if the govt. does/does not seek this direct partnership
b. Impact on the nation’s defenses and international politics if the project is not completed immediately
c. Impact on scientific research and innovation if the govt. does/does not directly support technological development
d. The law of unintended consequences (both positive and negative)

e. A specific plan of action with practical solutions to achieve their goals

5. In addition to preparing a hard-copy presentation, the groups will present their reports to the instructor in a 10-minute briefing outlining their research, analysis and proposals. There will also be a 5-minute questioning period after their presentations by the instructor and members of the opposing group.
6. At the conclusion of the presentations, and outside of classroom time, each student will write a one-page summary addressing the following topics:

a. In your opinion, what policy should the U.S. have adopted toward military spending and scientific research in the 1960s?

b. What impact did the growing relationship between the government and private contractors have in this country both in terms of foreign, domestic and scientific issues?

c. What is the current relationship between government and industry in the U.S.? What impact (both positive and negative) does this have on the nation currently?
Sources:

1. Dwight Eisenhower’s Farewell Address given January 17, 1961. Full text available at http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/ike.htm
2. Melman, Seymour. The War Economy of the US. New York: St. Martins Press. 1971. p. 21, 153, 221. (Graphs.)
3. Rosen, Steven. Testing the Theory of the MIC. Lexington, MA: Lexington Books. 1973. pp. 72, 74. (Graphs)

4. Roland, Alex. The Military Industrial Complex. Washington: American Historical Association. 2001. pp. 10-13. (Graphs)
5. Roland, Alex, “War and Technology,” October 2008, video and essay from FPRI conference “Teaching the History of Innovation,” Kansas City, MO, at http://www.fpri.org/education/teachinginnovation/.
6. Turse, Nick. The Complex: How the Military Invades our Everyday Lives. New York: Metropolitan Books, 2008.

7. Walker, Gregg & Bella, David. The Military Industrial Complex: Eisenhower’s Warning Three Decades Later. New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 1992.
PAGE  
2

[image: image1.png]