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Course: 
History of Modern War
Grade Level: 
11-12
Objectives: 
Familiarize students with Nuclear Deterrence Theory as a strategic response to the impact of technology on Modern Warfare. Apply this theme to the analysis of the history of the Cold War and ongoing proliferation issues.
Time: 
Two days

NETS Standards for Social Studies:

VI. Power, Authority, and Governance/High School (f): Analyze and evaluate conditions, actions, and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among nations.

VIII. Science, Technology, and Society/High School (c): Analyze how science and technology influence the core values, beliefs, and attitudes of society, and how core values, beliefs, and attitudes of society shape scientific and technological change.
Materials: 

Reading handout: Martin Van Creveld, War and Technology, available at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1225.200710.vancreveld.wartechnology.html (also advise students of AV link to original presentation)
Reading Worksheet: Questions on Van Creveld (Attachment A).
DVD excerpt: “Dawn of Man,” opening scenes from Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey. Also available at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdoA3AJ6zGE
PowerPoint: “Nuclear Deterrence” (Attachment B).
Procedures:

Day Zero - Students given Van Creveld Reading and Attachment A Worksheet as prior homework assignment.
Day One
a. Intro: Show 2001: A Space Odyssey film excerpt to focus on theme of lesson, tie to discussion.
b. Discuss Van Creveld reading. Link 2001 excerpt to question #1. Stress how question #2 reflects change posed by potential of Nuclear Warfare. Mention that actions of U.S. in Post-WWII period (subjects of future study) framed by fear of WWIII being the last; many constraints limit U.S. Military options. Link to tomorrow’s analysis of Cold War Nuclear “Balance of Terror.”
Day Two
a. Intro: Preface with review of Manhattan Project, emphasizing required technological coordination of a variety of social institution--at great expense. 

b. Present PowerPoint (Attachment B). Stress Van Creveld’s thesis that “war in the old sense” is now impossible. Embedded hyperlink on Slide #3 animates Nuclear Winter scenario. During review of Cuban Missile Crisis stress “brink of WWIII.” Conclude with review of current proliferation issues, stress PDRK and Iran not thoroughly resolved to U.S. satisfaction. Embedded hyperlink Slide #12 demonstrates possible regional nuclear exchanges.
c. Conclusion: Check for student comprehension of thematic points in class discussion. Ask students, rephrased, latter questions from Van Creveld Worksheet. Does this describe events of Cuban Missile Crisis? What challenges do proliferation present to the U.S. (and world)?

Attachment A
Questions on Van Creveld Reading “War and Technology”

Answer the following questions in complete sentences. Ensure that the organization of ideas and details provides the reader (teacher) with a clear understanding of what you mean (2 pts each).

1. Explain why Van Creveld thinks war and technology have always been closely linked.
2. Explain how Van Creveld thinks nuclear weapons have changed the nature of war.
3. Identify some of the historical “developments” Van Creveld credits as driving the American military’s quest for technological advance.
4. Describe the disadvantage of reliance on advanced technology. 

5. Identify the “lesson” Van Creveld thinks the U.S. has yet to learn about reliance on technology.
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