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Grade:
10-12
Duration: 
10 days, including viewing film and completing analysis exercise
Social Studies Standards:  NJ 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, 6.6

Performance Objectives:  SWBAT:

(
Identify the reasons each of the South and North had for fighting the battle of Gettysburg, which became the decisive battle of the war.

(
While the battle itself was a Union victory, many on the Union side questioned whether the price of that victory was too high. Assess how leadership decisions by both Meade and Lee broke down in a strategy vs execution analysis.
(
Compare the opposing armies’ relative strengths and weaknesses and how they contributed to the outcome.

Activities

(
Students will read Stars in Their Courses: The Gettysburg Campaign (Shelby Foote, 1994, 304 pp.) as a homework assignment prior to viewing the movie, Gettysburg (Ronald Maxwell, 1993, 261 min.). (Assign the book well in advance to permit students time to read it; since the discussion questions are addressed either as an introduction or a review session for each day’s viewing, it takes about ten school days to complete the film. The students will have a preliminary discussion and a concluding discussion for each of the three days of the battle.) 

( 
Students will then assemble in small groups of 3-4 to perform an analysis of the Battle of Gettysburg using Karl Walling’s Strategy versus Execution model (see Walling, “War and Leadership: a Critical Analysis of Thucydides’ Account of the Athenian Expedition to Sicily,” at:

http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1227.200711.walling.warleadershipthucydides.html

Method of Assessment:  

(
Classroom participation and reflection questions.

Materials Needed

(
Shelby Foote, Stars in Their Courses; Gettysburg film, reflection questions and DVD player and projector

Student Homework:

(
Prior to beginning of lesson, students will read Stars in Their Courses. 

The Battle of Gettysburg Reflection Questions

July 1-3, 1863

As we view the film Gettysburg, we should pay particular attention to certain events that take place during each of the three days of battle and are critical to the outcome. It can be argued that the events of these three days change the result of the battle and, since Gettysburg is considered the turning point of the Civil, predestine the Union to win the war.

Day One:
(
Describe why the actions taken by Union Cavalry General John Buford on Day 1 of battle prevented a potentially devastating loss for the Union

(
Explain how the loss of Stonewall Jackson at Chancellorsville is an important factor in how the South concludes Day 1 of battle without the decisive victory it should have expected. 

(
Evaluate how Lee and Longstreet differed in their objectives at Gettysburg  

Day 2:

(
How was the absence of Confederate Cavalry General Jeb Stuart and his forces a contributing factor to Southern losses on Day 2 of the battle?

(
Explain why Lt. Col. Joshua L. Chamberlain’s stand at Little Round Top was so critical to Union victory.

(
What personal qualities (as portrayed in the film) of Chamberlain might have contributed to the unlikely victory at Little Round Top?

Day 3:

(
Were Longstreet’s misgivings about Lee’s plans for Pickett’s charge on Day 3 in any way a factor in the disastrous defeat for the Confederates?

(
Lee accepted full responsibility for the disaster that was Pickett’s Charge.  Was he right?  If so, why?  Do others bear any responsibility?

(
Lincoln was extremely angry and deeply disappointed with General Meade after the Battle of Gettysburg.  Explain why Lincoln could have felt this way after receiving news of the Union Army’s greatest victory.

