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Grade Level: Grade 10/World History

Lesson Summary: An examination of eight regional conflicts where terrorism has been used; all of which have a religious aspect. The ultimate goal of this activity is to have students recognize that religion can be used to motivate opposition groups to resort to terrorism and that dialogue and methods to address the core issues beyond religion are the key to successful mediation and resolution of the problems.

Time Frame: One period to explain; one period of research; two periods to discuss in a forum setting, one day for closure.

Objectives: Students will be able to:



--compare and contrast problems affecting each region



--compare and contrast goals/methods of the various groups



--investigate potential solutions, analyze efficacy of solutions



--articulate these items in a discussion forum

Historical Background: Each of the areas/topics mentioned have some history of activity and are not limited to religion as the basis for the hostility that led to terrorism (ethnicity, economics, relocation/displacement, etc.).  The 8 areas are:

1) Immigrant Muslims Rioting in France (2005)

2) Northern Ireland (1969-98)

3) Chechnya (1991-present, including attacks on Moscow)

4) Sri Lanka (1947-present)

5) Kashmir (1947-present)

6) Israel-Palestinians (1917-present)

7) Iraqi insurgency (2003-present)

8) Sudan (2000-present)

Key terms: fundamentalism, terrorism, jihad, self-determination.

Do Now: Give the students a handout with quotes from the press on religious tension from a variety of points of view. Solicit student response.

Critical Thinking Questions: What are the real underlying issues between the disputing parties? How can the goals of the groups be reached without violence? 

Anticipatory set: Prior content knowledge was/is being discussed at the time of this exercise.  Students will build upon prior knowledge to proceed. Groups create fact sheets prior to the discussion period and those fact sheets are distributed before.

Procedures:

I) Divide class into 8 groups to research each of the conflicts.

II) Each group will put together one fact sheet outlining major issues and actions taken in each conflict. Each group member will be responsible for contributing to the group effort. This can be done in the media center or computer lab.

III) Each group shall make a five-minute presentation and stand ready for 5 minutes of questions and discussion.

IV) Last day is set for a forum to discuss a number of issues, including, but not limited to:

A) Which conflict is most ready to be resolved and why? 
B) Which ones have the greatest likelihood of being resolved/why?

C) Which could blow up into larger regional-global conflicts/why?

D) What methods or good offices can be used to resolve these disputes?

E) What common elements are there to these conflicts?

F) What common solutions could be applied?

Closure: Last day discussion draws all aspects of the unit together.

Evaluation: Research and oral presentation grade.

Homework: Previously identified research and the creation of conflict resource sheet.

Resources: Internet, books, texts, media resources.


