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Developed by: Lou Brown, Kevin McEvoy, East Brunswick High School; Don Mandy, Pete Walus – Churchill Jr. High School

Grade Level: Middle/Secondary School

Time Frame: Two class periods

Objectives: Students will be able to

1. Trace the events leading up to 9-11.

2. In a cooperative learning setting, offer their reactions to the 9-11 attack and how it changed life in America.

3. Explain how the 9-11 attacks led to America’s commencement of the war on terror.

Historical Background: See BBC News Timeline re these events

Key Terms : Jihad, Al Qaeda, Islam, Osama Bin Laden, sleeper cells, Afghanistan, terrorists, fundamentalism, World Trade Center, fatwa, Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, Twin Towers, Pentagon, Quran, hijackers, Flight 87

Do-Now Activities / Procedures: 
In the first 5-10 minutes of class, students free-write about the acts of terrorism that took place in the United States on 9/11/01. Students should be encouraged to write about whatever aspect of the attacks they wish (where they were when they found out about the events, views on terrorism in general, how the United States should react, etc.) Students should then share their responses.

Critical Thinking Questions/ Further Questions for Discussion: 
1. What is a terrorist? 
2. What kind of acts are considered terrorist acts? 

2a. What is the difference between a terrorist act and a crime that is of a similar nature? 
3. How do you think terrorists should be punished for their actions? Who should punish them? 
4. How does the media portray terrorists and terrorism, both in the news and in movies? Do you think these are accurate depictions? Why or why not? 

5. What organizations are responsible for air safety in the United States? How do you think it is possible that the hijackers were able to board the airplanes involved in these terrorist acts? How do you think air safety will now change in response to these acts? 
6. When else in American history have terrorist attacks occurred? How are they similar to the 9/11 attacks? How do they differ? 
7. What stereotypes come to mind when you hear the term "terrorist"? From where do these stereotypes come?

Anticipatory Set:

1. Define: Terrorism

2. Describe another act of terrorism against the United States.

3. Identify reasons why the World Trade Center was targeted for attack.

Procedures: 
1. Create a timeline following the news coverage of these acts of terrorism. Trace facts as they unfold, public and official reactions in the United States and overseas, and ways in which these acts have changed the United States. 

2. Investigate the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center. Compare the first New York Times article covering the 1993 terrorist act ("Blast Hits Trade Center, Bomb Suspected; 5 Killed, Thousands Flee Smoke in Towers")
 to the first New York Times article covering the 2001 act. What are the similarities and differences in the reporting of these acts? Why was the WTC a target in each attack? What lessons did the U.S. learn in the 1993 attack? What lessons do you think will be learned from the 2001 attack? 

3. Research known terrorist organizations around the world. What is the mission of each? When was it formed? Who are its leaders? What attacks have they executed, either successfully or not successfully? What government departments monitor these organizations, and how? 

4. Many people in the news media who reported on these attacks compared them to the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and President Bush is reported to have written in his diary that day that it was “21st Century’s Pearl Harbor. What is accurate about this comparison? What is inaccurate? Write a report comparing and contrasting this terrorist attack to the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 

5. Britannica.com defines terrorism as "the systematic use of terror or unpredictable violence against governments, publics, or individuals to attain a political objective." Create an illustrated timeline of terrorism throughout history (possible examples could be found in ancient Rome, revolutionary France, post-Civil War United States, Germany (FDR) in the 1960s and 70s, and recent examples). 

6. Where were you when you first heard of these acts of terrorism? What information did you hear, and from whom? How did you and people around you react? What other major events have taken place during your life so far for which you remember these details? What events might your parents and grandparents list?

7. There is speculation that the terrorist acts that took place on 9/11 are related to current events in and U.S. support of Israel. Why has this association been made? How might these events be related? Is this relationship justified? Explore reactions to the acts of terrorism in the Middle East by finding newspaper reports and official statements issued in various countries and by different groups. 

8. Write a Letter to the Editor in response to these events, and submit it to The Learning Network for possible publication on the site http://www.nytimes.com/learning/students/letters/submit.html 

Closure: Each student, assuming the role of President, will write a brief summary of their reactions to the 9-11 attack.

Evaluation: Write a paragraph summarizing the 9-11 events using a minimum of three (3) key terms from this lesson.

Suggested Homework: Complete evaluation

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0226.html" �http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0226.html�





