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Objective: Students will use statistical and geographic information to compare and contrast the slave states with the free states prior to the Civil War. Additionally, they will improve their skills in creating and interpreting maps. Students should be able to see the two sections as divergent and incompatible societies.

Background reading for teachers: Michael Johnson, “Teaching about Slavery,” at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1314.200808.johnson.teachingaboutslavery.html
Maine State Standards for Social Studies.

Geography

A. Skills and Tools: Students will know how to construct and interpret maps and use globes and other geographic tools to locate and derive information about people, places, regions, and environments.

B. Human Interaction with Environments: Students will understand and analyze the relationships among people and their physical environments.

History

A. Chronology: Students will use the chronology of history and major eras to demonstrate the relationships of events and people.  Students will be able to: identify and analyze major events and people that characterize each of the significant areas in the United States and world history.

Materials 

Slavery Fact Sheet - This sheet contains numerous key facts about slavery useful for both this activity and for providing students will useful empirical data for studying slavery.

Slavery Geographic Activity (Map and Questions)- Included for this activity is a map exercise and a series of questions on the geography, economic and demographic of slavery. An answer sheet is also provided.

Outline Map - Most American history textbooks come with a suitable outline map portraying the United States in 1860; one can also be found at http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/us1860_nl.pdf
Lesson Chronology

1.  Opening Question - Describe the primary jobs filled by enslaved laborers in the United States during the 18th and early 19th centuries. (May be presented for either written response or for class discussion.) 

2.  Issue Fact Sheet and Outline Map with directions.   

3.  Complete Outline Maps - May be done individually or in pairs.  A textbook or historical atlas with appropriate maps will be needed as a reference source.

4.  Complete Questions - Students, either working individually or in groups, should complete the questions.  Instructors should feel free to add, remove or modify questions according to their instructional needs.  

5.  Review materials (There are several possible approaches to review) 

A. Present correctly completed map activity on an overhead transparency, .ppt slide or Smartboard.

B. Individually check student maps and/or question, then discuss the results during the next class


C. Use a class discussion to compare student responses to the assignment.


D. Allow the students to evaluate each others’ work in small groups.


Slavery Fact Sheet
The size and location of the slave population changed over time. 

- Where slaves were located and their numbers changed dramatically between 1790 and 1860.

- 1 in 5 Americans were slaves in 1790.

- The slave population was 700,000 in 1790; it was 4 million in 1860.

- In 1790 slavery was legal in all but three of the then 13 states.

- However, 94 percent of the slave population lived south of Pennsylvania.

The 19th century saw a huge expansion of slavery in the United States.

-By 1860 more of the African-American population was native born than the white population.

-By the 1830s slavery was confined to the South.

-The Ohio River was the functional boundary between slave and free regions.

-Slavery had moved westward due to the acquisition of the Louisiana territory and Texas.

-The South contained most of the population of roughly 500,000 free blacks by 1860.

The South was a biracial society while the North was almost entirely white, which created different social systems.

-Out of every 1,000 northerners only 10 were African-Americans.

-Out of every 1,000 southerners about 333 were African-Americans.

-In some regions of the South, African-Americans made up 90 percent of the population.

Slave owners were a relatively small part of the southern population.

-About 385,000 of 7,000,000 southern whites were slave owners.

-These 385,000 slave owners had about 4,000,000 slaves under their control.

The legal system of southern states was designed to maintain and expand slavery.

-Defined slavery as hereditary, life-time servitude.

-If a mother was a slave, so were her children.

-Blacks were presumed to be slaves unless they could prove otherwise. 

-Slaves did not have legal rights (i.e. they could not marry or own property).

-Laws defined slaves as property.

Slavery was central to the South’s economic system.

-The economic value of the enslaved population of the South was 4 billion in 1860, this would equal 12 trillion in current dollars.

-The average wealth of whites in slave states was double that of whites in free states.

-Slavery effectively redistributed wealth from the poor (slaves) to the wealthy (owners).

Slavery Geographic Activity
Directions: Using an outline Map of the United States in 1860, students will code the map to indicate the status of slavery in various parts of the United States.

1.  Students will code in blue the areas of the U.S. that prohibited slavery by 1790.  The areas coded should include: Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin.

2.  Students will code in green those areas that adopted a policy of gradual emancipation by 1800.  The areas coded should include: Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

3.  Students will code in red the states where slavery was permitted in 1800.  The states coded in this manner should include: Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

4.  Students will code in red stripes the states where slavery was expanded between 1800 and 1860.  The areas coded should include: Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas.  

5.  Students will code in blue stripes the states that were admitted into the Union between 1846 and 1860 as free states.  The areas coded should include Minnesota, Iowa, Oregon and California.

6.  Shade in brown U.S. territories.

7. Mark with a star the states that had slavery in 1860 but did not join the Confederate States of America (Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky, and Missouri).
Comprehension Questions
Directions: Using their maps, textbooks and fact sheets, students should answer the following questions about slavery in the United States.  Answers should be in the form of complete sentences written on a separate sheet of notebook paper.

1. 
Identify regions of the country where slavery disappeared in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
2.  
Explain why slavery stopped being economically important in the states that adopted policies of gradual emancipation.
3. 
Identify the region where slavery expanded during the first half of the 19th century?

4.  
Identify the changes in plantation agriculture and the technology used to support it that caused the expansion of slavery between 1800 and 1850.
5.  
Identify the states that were formed on territory that Congress closed to slavery in 1787.
6.  
Identify the primary crops of the states where slavery was legal in 1800.
7.  
Describe the impact of the Louisiana Purchase on the number of states allowing slavery.
8.   
In which area of the United States was popular sovereignty used to determine the status of slavery?

9.  
What percent of the southern population were slave owners?  

10.  
Since only a small proportion of southerners were slave owners, why did most white southerners support slavery?

Answer Sheet for Comprehension Questions

1.  Slavery disappeared from the Northeastern states.

2.  There are a number of reasons why these states had little economic need for slavery.  Climate and terrain did not favor plantation agriculture.  Farming was dominated by small landholders mainly growing food crops.  Emphasis on trade and the growth of manufacturing favored the use of free labor.

3.  Slavery expanded in the Southeast.

4.  The invention of the cotton gin allowed for cotton to be cheaply processed and allowed for a vast increase in the amount of land being used to grow this crop.

5.  Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin.

6.  Tobacco, Indigo, and Rice were the primary crops.

7.  It opened the Black Belt region to American settlement.  The rich soil there allowed for a swift westward expansion of plantation agriculture, increasing the number of slave states. 

8.  The western territories obtained from Mexico under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

9.  About 5½ percent were slave holders.

10.  Answers may vary.  Many southerners hoped to become slave owners.  Many non-slaveholding southerners enjoyed the sense of racial superiority that slavery gave them.  Although many southerners did not own slaves, they  were dependent on various aspects of the slave-based economy.
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