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	Classroom Lessons: 

America in the Civil War Era, 1829-77



Civil War Scrapbook 

By Abigail Brazina, 

William Penn Middle School, 8th grade 

This lesson is based on the following lectures available at http://www.fpri.org/education/americacivilwarera/: 

 - "Honest Abe: Abraham Lincoln and the Moral Character" by Daniel Walker Howe, Emeritus Professor of History, UCLA 

- "Teaching About Slavery" by Michael Johnson, Professor of History, Johns Hopkins University 

  - "The Technological Revolution" by Maury Klein, Professor of History, University of Rhode Island 

- "Women in the Civil War" by Jane Schultz, Professor of English and Adjunct Professor of Women's Studies, Indiana University - Perdue University Indianapolis 

- "Teaching Military History: The Civil War as Case Study" by Karl Walling, Professor of Strategy, Naval War College 

Objective: Students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of different aspects of America during the Civil War using images and text. 

PA Social Studies Standards: 

8.1.9 Analyze and interpret historical sources 

8.3.9 A) Identify and analyze the political and cultural contributions of individuals and groups to US history from 1787 to 1914. 

B) Identify and analyze primary documents, material artifacts and historic sites important in US history from 1787 to 1914. 

D)Identify and analyze conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations in US history from 1787 to 1914. 

General Overview and Instructions: 

For our final unit of study, you, the students, will utilize primary and secondary sources to conduct research and learn about the Civil War. You will use this information to create “Scrapbooks” that demonstrate your understanding of specific topics relating to the United States during the years 1861–1865, using a combination of images and text. 

Your Scrapbook should contain at least 6 pages (plus a cover and a bibliography) bound together, with at least one page for each topic. Every book must contain a political map of the United States from 1861-1865 showing the states belonging to the Union, the border states that did not secede, the Confederate States of America, the territories  that remained loyal to the Union, and the territories that were loyal to the Confederacy.  The books should also contain a chart showing the major battles of the Civil War, where each battle took place, the important generals that led the troops in each battle, and a brief summary of what took place and the outcome. Choose the other four topics to include in your book from the list below. 

The cover must include your name, class period, and a title. Each page in the Scrapbook must include a summary of the topic written in your own words and pictures, charts, or graphs (with captions when necessary) to illustrate your topic. 

Each scrapbook must also contain at least one “primary source” created by the student. This “primary source” can be a journal entry or letter written from the perspective of a Civil War soldier or a woman traveling with the camp, a newspaper article reporting relevant news of the day, a poster or advertisement for an important event or item with a description, an obituary for an important historical figure, an interview with an important historical figure, etc. 

Required Pages 

1. Chart of the Major Battles of the Civil War 

2. Map of the United States 1861-1865 

Topic Choices (pick 4): 

3. A Soldier’s Life 

4. The Role of Women in the Civil War 

5. Civil War Generals 

6. Technology in the Civil War 

7. African Americans in the Civil War 

8. The Emancipation Proclamation 

9. Strengths and Weaknesses of the North and South 

10. Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War 

This assignment is worth 50 points. Any additional topics covered will be worth up to 5 extra credit points each. 

Detailed Instructions & Suggestions for Individual Topics: 

1. A Soldier’s Life – The information covered by this topic should include a description of what daily life was like for a soldier in the Civil War, the hardships they faced, and their motivation for joining the fight in the first place. It may also include information about prison camps and the spread of disease in camps. 

2. The Role of Women in the Civil War – The information covered by this topic should include descriptions of how women contributed to the war effort on the battlefields, as members of camps, and off the battlefields. Your information should also focus on the similarities and differences between the roles of white women and the roles of African American women during the war. 

3. Civil War Generals – The information covered by this topic should include biographical information about the leading generals for the North and the South, as well as their contributions to the Civil War. 

4. Technology in the Civil War – The information covered by this topic should include descriptions of new technology used during the Civil War that was not used in previous wars. The technology you focus on may be military (such as weapons/ironclad ships) or non-military (such as railroads and telegraphs). Your descriptions should include information about how this technology affected the nature of the war and its outcomes. 

5. African Americans and the Civil War – The information in this section should focus on the roles of African Americans in the Civil War in both the North and the South, the hardships they faced that were different from the hardships faced by white soldiers and civilians, and how the Emancipation Proclamation affected the way they were treated and their motivation to fight. 

6. The Emancipation Proclamation – The information in this section should explain the purpose of the Emancipation Proclamation (why Lincoln issued it), what it meant for slavery in the North and the South, and the impact it had on the Civil War. 

7. The Strengths and Weaknesses of the North and South – The information in this section should compare and contrast the strengths and weaknesses of the North and the South at the start of the Civil War. Charts and graphs should be used to show different aspects of each region’s resources. 

8. Abraham Lincoln & the Civil War – The information in this section should focus on Abraham Lincoln as president and commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces during the Civil War. It should describe important decisions he made during the war and their impact, as well as important speeches he made. It might also focus on his assassination. 

Tips for creating “Primary Sources” 

Journal Entries and letters should accurately describe and react to an important event from the eyes of the person who witnessed it. They should be written from a 1st-person perspective. 

Newspaper Articles must completely describe an important event and include the 5 W’s and H (Who, what, where, when, why, and how). The article should have an attention getting headline and it should be clear to the reader whether it is written from a Northern or Southern perspective. 

Obituaries of Important People from the Civil War must contain accurate information about their accomplishments and contributions to the Civil War. It should also include information about how and when they died and why they will be missed. 

Interviews with Important People from the Civil War should include questions and answers about the person’s thoughts, ideas, feelings, and actions regarding the Civil War. The answers your write should reflect the information you found while conducting your research. 

Suggested Grading Criteria – each category will be graded on a scale of 0-10 or 0-15, depending on the value assigned to the category 

Quality of Information – 15 points 

15 points = the project is very detailed, the information is accurate, and it addresses all of the elements outlined in the detailed instructions. 

10 points = project is somewhat detailed and addresses some of the elements outlined in the detailed instructions. 

0 points = The project is vague and/or doesn’t address the elements outlined in the detailed instructions 

Followed Directions – 10 points 

10 points – followed all directions 

5 points – followed some directions 

0 points – did not follow directions 

Graphics (pictures, graphs, and charts) – 15 points 

15 points – all graphics are related and help the reader better understand the topic 

10 points – some graphics are related and help the reader better understand the topic 

0 points – there are no graphics 

Appearance – 10 points 

10 points – the project has the overall appearance of a scrapbook. There is attention to detail and each entry is colorful and creative. 

5 points – the project somewhat resembles a scrapbook. There is some evidence of attention to detail and creativity 

0 points – the project is messy; there is little evidence of attention to detail 
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