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Objectives: Students will understand the role of the Underground Railroad, how it worked, and those who helped along the way.  

Standards: NCSS History 1, 5, 6, 7; National History Standards Era 5 #2 and #3

Procedures:  

1. Students’ textbook should have background on the Underground Railroad, which students should read.

2. Read Chapters 1, 3, 6, and 7 in the Get on Board: The Story of the Underground Railroad by Jim Haskins. Students are to answer questions  (1-2 days). 

3. Have a class discussion about these questions.  Have the students use empathy and put themselves in the shoes of a runaway slave who was seeking freedom.

Questions on Get on Board: The Story of the Underground Railroad
1. How did the Underground Railroad get its name?

2. Explain what the following symbolized:  Passengers, stationmasters, and conductors.

3. How did a slave know a place was a station?  What did they say at the door?

4. Why is Harriet Tubman so famous?

5. Why was John Brown considered a martyr by Harriet Tubman and the abolitionists?

6. Explain the purpose of the railroad songs.

Extensions:  Read Chapters 4 and 5 explaining more about stationmasters and conductors.  Students can also map the routes as you read about them in the book. 
Resources:

Get on Board: The Story of the Underground Railroad by Jim Haskins

The Civil War for Kids: A history with 21 Activities, by Janis Herbert

Eyewitness to the Civil War: The Complete History From Secession to Reconstruction (National Geographic) by Neil Kagan and Stephen G. Hyslop

Extensions:

1. Use Eyewitness to Civil War and analyze pictures, maps, and more using the forms from the National Archives.  This is an excellent way to incorporate primary sources without spending lots of time.  See http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
2. You could also use this book to make a complete timeline in class of the civil war.  

Teacher background:
Walter McDougall, “Throes of Democracy,” Michael Johnson, “Teaching About Slavery,” and Karl Walling, “Teaching Military History: The Civil War as Case Study,” all available as videos and essays at:

http://www.fpri.org/education/americacivilwarera/
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