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Grade: 7-12

Objective: 
· To examine the year 1848 and determine the significance of the year’s events.
· To learn about emerging technologies at the time of the Mexican- American War.
· To acquire a political, economic, and social snapshot of the United States in 1848.

Time: 
3-5 days.

Standards:                 

U.S. History Era 4, Standard 2: How the industrial revolution, increasing immigration, the rapid expansion of slavery, and the westward movement changed the lives of Americans and led toward regional tensions.

Background:

The year 1848 was one of many major events in U.S. and world history, among them:

1. 
The discovery of gold in California.

2. 
The ending of the Mexican-American War, The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo.

3. 
The Women’s Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, New York.

4. 
The introduction (use of) of the telegraph (officially 1844, patented in 1849).
5. 
The Associated Press begins.

6. 
Karl Marx’s Communist Manifesto is published.

7. 
Failed revolutions in Germany and Eastern Europe led to heavy U.S. immigration.

Procedures:

Students will be divided into groups of 2-4, each group to investigate a major event from 1848. The events listed above can be used exclusively or in conjunction with others chosen by the teacher.

Each group of students must make the case why their event is the most significant to U.S. history. After all the groups have reported, the class will discuss as a whole, the impact of each event and debate 

the relative importance of each.
Resources:

1. FPRI website pages on America in the Civil War Era and Teaching Innovation. This site includes articles and videos from top historians and technology experts. At the Civil War page, see especially Daniel Walker Howe, Walter McDougall and Maury Klein’s videos/papers. 
2. Columbia University Timeline of 1848 (worldwide), at http://www.columbia.edu/~dpg2009/1848timeline.htm.
3. Sacramento Bee’s California Gold Rush Timeline, 1848-50, at www.calgoldrush.com/resources/gr_timeline.html 
4. 1848 Revolutions Timeline, at http://www.timelines.info/history/ages_and_periods/the_age_of_revolution/ 
5. SparkNotes: Europe (1815-1848): Timeline, at www.sparknotes.com/history/european/1848/timeline.html 
6. SparkNotes: Europe (1848-1871): Timeline, at www.sparknotes.com/history/european/1871/timeline.html 
7. Timeline of the Women's Rights Movement 1848-1998, at www.legacy98.org/timeline.html 
8. Revolutions of 1848 - Timeline at www.timelineindex.com/content/view/151 
9. Library of Congress’ Samuel F. B. Morse Papers, www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/sfbmhtml/. See essay on The Invention of the Telegraph and Collection Highlights. 
10. Dr. James Calvert, University of Denver, page on The Electromagnetic Telegraph, at mysite.du.edu/~jcalvert/tel/morse/morse.htm 
11. WikiAnswers - Where was the telegraph invented, at wiki.answers.com/Q/Where_was_the_telegraph_invented 
12. WikiAnswers - Who invented the telegraph, at wiki.answers.com/q/who_invented_the_telegraph 
13. Telegraph image telegraph from the Smithsonian, at www.150.si.edu/150trav/remember/r819.htm 
14. Telegraph. An assortment of telegraph instrument images compiled from several early sources, Kenyon College, at physics.kenyon.edu/EarlyApparatus/Electricity/Telegraph/Telegraph.html 
15. Invention of the Electric Telegraph article from 2020, at www.2020site.org/telegraphy/invention.htm 
16. Article on the Invention of the Telegraph at http://www.2020site.org/telegraphy/invention.htm 
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