	[image: image1.png]



	Foreign Policy Research Institute

Wachman Center
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The 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exposition
by Dr. Paul Dickler

Paul Dickler, a Senior Fellow of FPRI’s Wachman Center, has taught AP U.S. History and International Relations at Neshaminy High School. He has been an adjunct professor at the University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of Education, and is a consultant whose clients include Penn’s Annenberg School for Communication, Camden County College, Nebraska Wesleyan University, the College Board, and the Educational Testing Service. 

Grade: 7-12

Objective: 
· To create a snapshot of the United States, one hundred years after the Declaration of Independence.
· To learn about emerging technologies at the dawn of the Gilded Age.
· To understand the role of innovators and inventions in changing the course of U.S. History.
· To determine the effect of the Civil War on Americans’ outlook for the future.

Time: 
2-5 days.

Standards:                 
U.S. History, Era 5, Standard 2: Civil War’s effects on the American people; Era 6, Standard 1: How the rise of corporations, heavy industry, and mechanized farming transformed the American people. Economic, social, and cultural developments in contemporary United States.

Background:

The Centennial Exposition began as an idea of John L. Campbell, a Wabash College (Indiana) Professor. It faced much opposition but moved forward with the help of the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia City Council, and the Pennsylvania General Assembly. Daniel Johnson Morell’s legislation that would create a U.S. Centennial Commission passed Congress on March 3, 1871.  The national government would provide no funding. Joseph R. Hawley of Connecticut served as Centennial Commission president. Eventually, $11 million was raised through selling shares and state and federal appropriations. Despite many fears, in the end, the Centennial broke even financially. 
The Exposition was held on 450 acres of Fairmount Park in Philadelphia. 150,000 beds of hotel or hotel-like bed space were provided, as well as a hospital on the grounds. More than 200 buildings were constructed, including the Main Building, the largest building in the world at the time: 120’ by 1,832’ and 75 feet high at the corners. Most states and territories participated (26 had their own buildings), as did 39 nations. Though attendance was low during a dreadfully hot Philadelphia summer, There were over 8 million paying visitors over the six months it ran (May-Nov.).
Among the new technologies showcased were the Corliss Steam Engine, Goodyear tires, Pratt and Whitney engines, Otis elevators, Pullman cars, steel cables from the Brooklyn Bridge, automatic screw making machinery, the Remington Typographic Machine or typewriter, farm implements, a Post Office display, a “women’s” display (mainly textiles), Alexander Graham Bell’s telephone, and the Wallace-Farmer Electric Dynamo (eventually to become the electric light). Heinz Ketchup and Hires Root Beer were introduced.  During the time of the Centennial, Custer had his “last stand” and Wild Bill Hickock breathed his last. In addition, New York City’s Boss Tweed, infamous for corruption, had escaped to Europe , and the Hayes/Tilden race for the presidency was run.
Procedures:

Students will be divided into groups of 3-4, each group to investigate a display or exhibit from the 1876 Centennial.  In reporting back to the class students can educate each other about each development (from the exhibits) and the promises held.

After all the groups have reported, the class will discuss as a whole the implications of the developments on display at the Centennial. The class will be challenged to identify the most far-reaching developments and to suggest how these developments affected the course of the Gilded Age and the 20th century which followed. The class will also be challenged to identify the ways in which the Civil War contributed to the setting for these changes; students can consider the American traits cited by Walter McDougall (see below), including a careless lack of responsibility, amnesia, resilience, confidence,  nationalism, and sanctimoniousness without cynicism.
As an extra credit project, a few students can be given the option of comparing the Philadelphia Centennial with the 1851 Crystal Palace exhibition in London, the Chicago Exposition of 1893, the Buffalo Exposition of 1901, or the New York World’s Fair of 1939-40. These assignments can be submitted later in the survey course. 
Sources for information:
FPRI’s America in the Civil War Era webpage, at http://www.fpri.org/education/americacivilwarera/ At this site are/will be articles and videos from numerous historical and technological experts. See especially Walter McDougall’s and Maury Klein’s essays/videotapes. 
Centennial Exposition - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Progress Made Visible: American World's Fairs and Expositions, at www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/exhibits/fairs/cent.htm - Cached 

For extensive lists of weblinks, see “Centennial Exhibition, 1876,”  Library of Congress’s Digital History, at http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/learning_history/worlds_fair/centennial_resources.cfm

ExpoMuseum / 1876 Centennial Exposition, Philadelphia, at expomuseum.com/1876 
“The Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition of 1876,” at The Internet 1996 World Exposition,
http://park.org/Pavilions/WorldExpositions/philadelphia.text.html 

Medals of the U.S. Centennial Exposition, at www.expomedals.com/1876 
Philadelphia Centennial Exposition -- Britannica Online Encyclopedia, britannica.com/eb/article-9059636/Philadelphia-Centennial-Exposition 

Office Equipment at the 1876 Exposition, www.officemuseum.com/centennial exposition.htm - 94k - Cached 
For longer contemporary accounts, see:

J. Ingram’s 392-pp. book on the Exhibition, released soon after the Exhibition finished, is available as html and .pdf at http://fax.libs.uga.edu/T825xB1xI5/1f/. Its first chapter includes information on other expositions held to date.
“The Century: its Fruits and its Festival,” April 1876, Lippincotts, available in html at http://infomotions.com/etexts/gutenberg/dirs/1/3/2/4/13242/13242.htm
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