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Purpose: To involve students in the Civil War by showing them a local connection to a national conflict.

Grade Level:  This lesson can be modified for any grade level.
Vocabulary:

Abolitionist
Campaign
Cavalry
Confederacy

Drill
Enlistment

Infantry
Muster

Rebel

Slavery
Supreme Court

Underground Railroad
Union
Yankee

Wisconsin State Standards
Social Studies

B8.1
Create or produce writings to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes

B8.4
Explain how and why event may be interpreted differently depending upon the perspectives of the participants, witnesses, reporters and historians
B8.10
Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among groups, societies, or nations

C8.7
Locate, organize, and use relevant information to understand an issue of public concern, take a position, advocate the position in a debate

E8.3
Describe the ways in which local, regional, and ethnic cultures may influence the everyday lives of people

E8.6
Describe and explain the influence of status, ethnic origin, race, gender, and age on the interactions of individuals

E8.7
Identify and explain examples of bias, prejudice, and stereotyping, and how they contribute to conflict in a society

E8.11
Explain how beliefs and practices, such as ownership of property or status of birth, may lead to conflict among people of different regions or cultures and give examples of how they are resolved or not

English

A8.4
Read to acquire information
C8.3
Participate effectively in discussion

E8.1
Use computers to acquire, organize, analyze and communicate information

Mathematics

A8.1
Use reasoning abilities

Background Readings
Walter A. McDougall, “Throes of Democracy: America in the Civil War Era”
Michael Johnson, “Teaching about Slavery”

both at http://www.fpri.org/education/americacivilwarera/
Rationale

I identified the story of Joshua Glover as a way to teach the Civil War with a local connection.

In 1854 Joshua Glover, a runaway slave from Missouri, sought refuge in Racine, Wisconsin. Racine was a known stop on the underground railroad. Glover’s master traveled to Racine with two marshals to arrest Glover. Glover was not taken to a jail in Racine because of strong abolition feelings in the city. Instead, Glover was taken into custody and transported to Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

The abolitionist men of Racine were incensed. Many proceeded to Milwaukee (approximately 20 miles to the north) by boat. The men then marched to the Milwaukee County Courthouse/Jail, gathering supporters as they went. A rally was held outside the courthouse. The crowd demanded Glover’s right to a writ of habeas corpus. A judge issued the writ, but law enforcement refused to release Glover. The crowd then converged on the jail, broke down the doors and rescued Glover, who escaped to Canada via the underground railroad.

One of the participants in the rescue was Sherman Booth. Booth, the editor of the Free Democrat, was arrested and indicted. He appealed to the Supreme Court for a writ of habeas corpus based on the constitutionality of 1850 Fugitive Slave Act. The Supreme Court did not rule on the legality of the Fugitive Slave Act, but stated that there were errors with the warrant.

Booth was retried and found guilty. He was sentenced to nine months in jail and a $1,000 fine. He was also sued by the slave owner under the Fugitive Slave Act for the value of the slave. The District Court ruled against Booth and imposed a $1,000 fine. The trials, the fines and the imprisonment crushed Booth, who died destitute.

Teacher Modifications

If your city, county or state existed during the Civil War, you should be able to easily find a similar tie-in to the war. Many historical societies both local and state are very eager to help teachers with their research.

Essential Questions:

· Why would Civil War-era Milwaukeeans get involved in the plight of a runaway slave?

· Who was Joshua Glover?

· Who was Sherman Booth?

· Where was the courthouse located?

· Why would Milwaukee place a memorial to the Underground Railroad?

· Why was Milwaukee only one of four cities chosen for the site of Veterans Housing in a bill signed by President Lincoln in 1865? .
Key Learning Activities:

1. Students should construct a Know/Want to Know/Learned (KWL) chart to assess their prior knowledge on the Civil War. The teacher can ask the students if they can think of how Milwaukee was involved in the Civil War.

2. Show Chapter 5 of The Making of Milwaukee video. After viewing the video discuss what the students learned. The students should add this information to their KWL. After the video, ask the students what they want to learn. With the vocabulary, the teacher will have to use direct instruction as most students will not understand many of the key terms.
3. The following websites are available to enhance students’ learning: www.miltonhouse.org The Milton House was a stop on the Underground Railroad. Tours are available the cost is $2 for students (5-17); they require 1 chaperone per 12 students, the chaperone is free. (608)868-7772, open April-October. 
www.racineheritagemuseum.org The museum charges with activities $2.50. One of the activities is the freeing of an escaped slave. www.wlhn.org/topics/boothwar/booth_war_intro.htm This site has great information about Sherman Booth and his reasons in getting involved in Joshua Glover’s plight. www.secondwi.com/wisconsin_civil_war_camp has a drawing of Camp Holton/Camp Siegel/Camp Trowbridge. 
www.library.wisc.edu/etext/wireader/WER1124.html has great information regarding Joshua Glover and excellent pictures. This historical account was written in 1898
www.blackholocaustmuseum.org contains historical information on Black History. The Black Holocaust Museum offers tours to student groups and the admission is $3.00.

4. The following locations are available to tour for a fieldtrip:

· Camp Holton/Camp Siegel/Camp Trowbridge, is located on N. Prospect on the East. West to Bartlett, South to Royal Place and North to Lafayette Place.

· Camp Scott was located on Spring Street which today is Wisconsin Avenue, West to 12th Street and to Wells or Kilbourn.

· Camp Washburn was located outside of the city at the old Cold Spring Racetrack. West of N. 27th Street to 35th Street and Vliet to Kilbourn

· Cathedral Square

· Fond du Lac underpass

· Old Soldiers Home

· Racine Underground Railroad Museum

· Milton House

· The spot where Abraham Lincoln spoke at 13th and Kilbourn

The majority of these sites would be a self-directed tour taught by the teacher. The teacher will need to do some research prior to the fieldtrip because at some sites there are only historical markers.

5. The students will return to the classroom and add to their KWL what they learned from the fieldtrip.

6. For upper level students, the teacher can have the students write essays about Milwaukee’s involvement in the Civil War. For example, they could follow the movements of one of military units and map their battle sites. Or they could follow a specific soldier; they could find some information at the Wisconsin Historical Site and the Wisconsin Veterans site (these two places are located in Madison and would also be a great fieldtrip for the students).
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