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Grade Level:  9-12

Objectives:

· To develop research skills about specific events in U.S. colonial history

· To demonstrate content knowledge about the Colonial Era in U.S. history.

· To present knowledge gained in a creative and visually appealing format.

· To choose specific events that influenced colonial military history and demonstrate their importance to the colonial era as a whole.

Time:  2-3 days in class

Standards:

U.S. History, Era 1, Standard 2:  How early European exploration and colonization resulted in cultural and ecological interactions among previously unconnected peoples
U.S. History, Era 2, Standard 1: Why the Americas attracted Europeans, why they brought enslaved Africans to their colonies, and how Europeans struggled for control of North America and the Caribbean; how political, religious, and social institutions emerged in the English colonies
Background:

At the end of the French and Indian War (or Seven Years’ War) in 1763, many of the American colonists were very proud to be part of the British Empire. To some Americans, the British victory seemed to prove that they were part of the most powerful empire in the world.  After surviving a long series of contact (settlement) wars and imperial wars for the control of the continent, it appeared that the British colonists finally had the rest of the continent at their fingertips with little to stand in their way. Shortly afterwards, the British government would issue the dreaded Proclamation of 1763 and British-American relations would begin to suffer.
Procedures:
Students will work in pairs to create a newspaper with the following premise:  You are the editor of a prominent newspaper in colonial America. The time is early 1763 and the Peace of Paris (the treaty ending the French and Indian War) has just been signed. To celebrate British dominance in “civilized” North America, you and your publisher have decided to create a special edition reviewing the British colonists’ military successes since settling in the New World. Your task is to create a special front-page edition chronicling significant military events over the past 150 years.  

Your newspaper should meet the following criteria:
1.  
It should include stories with details from at least five contact or imperial wars that took place from 1607 to 1763. Your reporters’ analysis should attempt to explain how or why these particular events were important to ultimate British dominance of North America. 

2.  
Your front page should include 2-4 sketches of military events.

3.  
Your newspaper may be based in any of the thirteen colonies; however, your stories should reflect, at least in part, wars or battles that directly impacted your particular colony.

4.  
The front page should be approximately the size of a modern, major daily newspaper, such as the Chicago Tribune or Wall Street Journal.
Your newspaper will be graded on the following criteria:  

1.  
Historical accuracy.  You should make every effort to ensure that your facts are correct and important details are included.

2.  
Proper style.  Remember that proper grammar and writing style are important and expected.

3.  
Presentation.  You will also be graded on your creativity, as well as proper layout of the page.  You will want to make good use of the space that you have, yet still be sure that it is easily readable for your audience.

Class time will be given for some research; however, the expectation is that the bulk of this assignment will be completed outside of class.

Resources:
There are a variety of different resources that can be used for this assignment including textbooks or web-based resources.  
One resource that will be particularly useful is Kyle Zelner’s “The Importance of Early American Military History,” essay and video available at: 
http://www.fpri.org/education/americaswars1/.
This lists several of the military engagements of the Colonial Era and will be a perfect start for your research of significant military engagements.
Other resources:  

Allison, William T., J. Grey and J. Valentine.  American Military History: From Colonial Times to the Present.  Prentice Hall. 2007.
Kennedy, David M., L. Cohen and T. Bailey.  The American Pageant.  13th ed. Prentice Hall. 2006.

McManus, John C.  U.S. Military History for Dummies.  For Dummies. 2007.
Tucker, Spencer, J. Arnold and R. Wiener.  The Encyclopedia of North American Colonial Conflicts to 1775: A Political, Social, and Military History.  ABC-CLIO. 2008.
