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Alabama Standards III: Trace the chronology of events leading to the American Revolution….including major events. Describe the reasons for American victory in the American Revolution.
Lesson Objective: To explain the three phases of the British strategy of the Revolutionary War with emphasis on what is least discussed in textbooks, the British attempt to pacify the South. 
Background: According to Dr. Kyle Zelner of University of Southern Mississippi, British strategy in the Revolution can be loosely divided into three periods: Phase I, police action, occurred from 1764 to 77. The events of that period, like the Boston Massacre and Intolerable Acts, are well known. Phase 2, from 1776-81 was the classical European mode, which ended with the Battle of Saratoga, the turning point of the war. Phase 3, Britain’s attempt to invade and occupy the South, occurred from 1780-83. These periods overlap somewhat. For more, on this, see:
Kyle Zelner, “The Importance of Early American Military History,” at http://www.fpri.org/education/americaswars1/
The following additional background is drawn from http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/neh/interactives/americanrevolution/:
After the Battle of Monmouth (June 1778), Washington did not fight another battle until Yorktown (1781). He had adopted the Fabian strategy of simply trying to keep his army in the field until French help arrived. The British were frustrated, as well. Their police action and classical strategy had failed. They even considered letting the troublesome Northeast go and try to hold on to their southern colonies for their export crops.

The British invaded and occupied Charleston in 1780. Cornwallis planned to pacify South Carolina easily with the support of Loyalists, then move north, leaving the Loyalists in control.

Eighty percent of South Carolina’s white population lived in the back country, at least 50 miles inland, and most were Scots-Irish. They were independent, self-sufficient, and unconcerned about a few shillings of taxes. As Presbyterians, they resented supporting the Church of England, and they had fought a major war with the Cherokees with little help from the Low Country folks who controlled the government and wealth of the colony. For many of them, this war was not their war. 
Cornwallis made a huge mistake when he revoked the parole of all the militia men who had fought against the British. He sent them all home after Charleston if they promised not to take up arms against the Crown again, then revoked the paroles and said they had to swear an oath to Britain and were liable to be called up to fight. A week later, in May 1780, came Buford’s Massacre at the Waxhaws on the border between North and South Carolina. 
As men were recruited to join Loyalist units and began to terrorize neighbors who wouldn’t join, others joined partisan units on the Patriot side. Thomas Sumter, who had been paroled, had his house burned down when he wouldn’t fight with the Loyalists. Loyalists carried his ill wife into the yard and made her watch. He, along with Andrew Pickens and Francis Marion, became the three most famous partisan leaders. 
The war in the backcountry was savage. Men on both sides, loyalist and partisan, were accustomed to fighting Indians; they did not fight according to eighteenth-century European rules. One Loyalist burned Presbyterian churches, in particular, because he called them “houses of sedition.” Partisans responded in kind. This was a civil war. One Loyalist, Bloody Bill Cunningham was particularly vicious because his brother had been killed by partisans. Francis Marion’s nephew, named Gabriel, was captured by Loyalists, tied to a tree, stabbed to death, and left as a warning. 
There were some set-piece eighteenth-century battles, usually with mixed commands of local and regular troops, but much of the fighting was by independent partisan bands, like insurgents in Iraq, and the cumulative effect to the British was significant: Loyalist troops were unsuccessful at holding an area without British regulars, and therefore Cornwallis could not move out of the South. Yorktown was as far north as he got. 
Some Key Military Engagements in the South
Charleston

Huck’s Defeat (good example of guerrilla skirmish)
Camden

Waxhaws

King’s Mountain
Cowpens 

Guilford Courthouse

Activity I 
Students will mark each site on a map and trace Cornwallis’s journey ending at Yorktown. 
Activity II
Objective: to explain the importance of the Battle of the Waxhaws in turning backcountry people against the British; to discern bias in primary sources and secondary sources. 
Procedure: Students will read the two versions of the battle below (Sources 1-2), view the visual (Source 3), and answer the questions. 
Source 1
Wacsaw May 30th 1780 
My Lord, 
I have the honor to inform you that Yesterday at 3 O’Clock PM, after a March of 105 Miles in 54 Hours, with the Corps of Cavalry, the Infantry of the Legion mounted on Horses and a 3 Pounder, at Wacsaw, near the Line which divides North from South Carolina, the Rebel Force commanded by Colonel Buford, consisting of the 11th Virginia, and Detachments of other Regiments, from the same Province, with Artillery & some Cavalry were brought to Action. 

After the Summons in which Terms similar to those accepted by Charlestown were offered and positively rejected; the Action commenced in a Wood. 

The Attacks were pointed at both Flanks, the Front and Reserve, by 270 Cavalry & Infantry blended, and at the same instant all were equally victorious; few of the Enemy escaping except the Commanding Officer by a precipitate Flight on Horseback. 

It is above my Ability to say anything in Commendation of the bravery & Exertion of Officers and Men. 

I leave their Merit to your Lordships Consideration. 

I have the Honor &c
(Signed) Ban: TARLETON
Lt. Coll. Comg. B Legion 

Lt. General
Earl CORNWALLIS 

(Great Britain Public Record Office, Headquarters Papers of the British Army in America, PRO 30/55/2784. http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/britlegn/bllet3.htm)
Source 2
The following letter is excerpted from A Sketch of the Life of Brigadier General Francis Marion by William Dobein James. It is from Dr. Robert Brownfield giving an account of what happened at the Waxhaws. http://www.patriotresource.com/documents/brownfield.html
Dear Sir, 

In obedience to your request, I send you a detailed account of the defeat and massacre of Col. Buford's regiment, near the borders of North Carolina, on the road leading from Camden to Salisbury. This regiment consisting of three hundred and fifty men, well appointed and equipped, had marched from Virginia….the pursuit was continued after Buford to the Waxhaw…. He (Tarleton) dispatched a flag, saying he was at Barclay's with seven hundred men, and summoned them to surrender on the terms granted to the garrison in Charleston. Buford immediately laid the summons before a council of his officers with three distinct propositions from himself: -- Shall we comply with Tarleton's summons? Shall we abandon the baggage, and, by a rapid movement, save ourselves? or, shall we fortify ourselves by the wagons, and wait his approach? 

The first and second were decidedly rejected by the unanimous voice of the council, declaring it to be incompatible with their honor as soldiers, or the duty they owed their country, either to surrender or abandon the baggage on the bare statement of Tarleton. They had no certainty of the truth of his assertion, and that it might be only a ~ruse de guerre~ to alarm their fears and obtain a bloodless victory. The third was also negatived on the ground, that although they might by this means defend themselves against Tarleton, but as no succor was near, and as Tarleton could, in a short time, obtain reinforcements from Cornwallis, against which no effectual resistance could be made, this measure would be unavailable.

The discussion soon resulted in a resolution to continue the march, maintaining the best possible order for the reception of the enemy. In a short time Tarleton's bugle was heard, and a furious attack was made on the rear guard, commanded by Lieut. Pearson. Not a man escaped. Poor Pearson was inhumanely mangled on the face as he lay on his back. His nose and lip were bisected obliquely; several of his teeth were broken out in the upper jaw, and the under completely divided on each side. …

…Tarleton having arranged his infantry in the centre, and his cavalry on the wings, advanced to the charge with the horrid yells of infuriated demons. They were received with firmness, and completely checked, until the cavalry were gaining the rear. Buford now perceiving that further resistance was hopeless, ordered a flag to be hoisted and the arms to be grounded, expecting the usual treatment sanctioned by civilized warfare. This, however, made no part of Tarleton's creed. His ostensible pretext, for the relentless barbarity that ensued, was, that his horse was killed under him just as the flag was raised. He affected to believe that this was done afterwards, and imputed it to treachery on the part of Buford; but, in reality, a safe opportunity was presented to gratify that thirst for blood which marked his character in every conjuncture that promised probable impunity to himself. Ensign Cruit, who advanced with the flag, was instantly cut down. Viewing this as an earnest of what they were to expect, a resumption of their arms was attempted, to sell their lives as dearly as possible; but before this was fully effected, Tarleton with his cruel myrmidons was in the midst of them, when commenced a scene of indiscriminate carnage never surpassed by the ruthless atrocities of the most barbarous savages. 

The demand for quarters, seldom refused to a vanquished foe, was at once found to be in vain; -- not a man was spared -- and it was the concurrent testimony of all the survivors, that for fifteen minutes after every man was prostrate. They went over the ground plunging their bayonets into every one that exhibited any signs of life, and in some instances, where several had fallen one over the other, these monsters were seen to throw off on the point of the bayonet the uppermost, to come at those beneath. …


(Signed,)
R. Brownfield.

Source 3
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Battlefield Marker, December 2000

Questions: 
1. Explain how the two versions are similar or dissimilar regarding the surrender at Charleston. 
2. Evaluate whether any important words or concepts are present in the second version and not the first.
3. Look at Source 3. Which version does it reflect?

4. Identify what facts might support one version or the other.
5. Explain how Buford’s Massacre might influence you if you lived in the backcountry of the Carolinas and wanted to avoid involvement in the war. 
6. Explain your definition of a massacre and why you would or would not define this as one.
Activity 3
Students will divide into groups and each student will take a battle. If you have done Activity II, you may choose to eliminate Waxhaws from the choices. Key information for students to obtain is: 

1. Commanders on both sides and who they commanded--are they militia, regular Army or both? (Remind students that Loyalist units and colonial militia units from northern colonies fought in the South and the militia typically did not perform well in battle against British regulars.) Was it a regular 18th-century battle (line up and fire away until you moved in close enough for a bayonet charge)?
2. Who won and why was this engagement important? How did the composition of the fighting force influence tactics? (this is crucial at Cowpens). Which engagements were primarily Americans fighting Americans? 
3. As a group, discuss what kept the British attempt at pacification from being successful? Some historians say the southern campaign is one of the turning points of the war. Do you agree? Why or why not? 
Possible websites: 
http://www.britishbattles.com/battle-camden.htm
http://www.britishbattles.com/battle-cowpens.htm
http://www.tngenweb.org/revwar/kingsmountain.html
http://www.nps.gov/history/nR/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/32guilford/32facts1.htm
http://www.historynet.com/american-revolutionary-war-battle-of-kings-mountain.htm - This source provides excellent background information if your knowledge of the southern campaign is limited. It is also a terrific summary of Kings Mountain and the result. 
http://www.nps.gov/history/seac/socamp.htm - This site has a good summary of the southern campaign and a useful map. 
http://battleofcamden.org/timeline.htm - This site is an excellent timeline of the war in the South

http://www.patriotresource.com/battles/charleston/page4.html - This site explains that Continental soldiers were imprisoned and the militia was granted pardon and paroles, but they were revoked. This is when men like Andrew Pickens and Francis Marion formed partisan units to harass the British. 
http://www.nps.gov/cowp/forteachers/unit-7-the-battle-the-human-element.htm - An account of the Battle of Cowpens
Excellent resource: Partisans and Redcoats: The American Revolution in the Southern Backcountry by Walter Edgar
