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The Rise and Fall of South Vietnam: An Examination
By Anthony A. Dalasio

Lackawanna Trail Junior-Senior High School

Factoryville, PA

GRADE LEVEL: 10-12 – US History II and AP US History

OBJECTIVES:
1. 
Students will develop an understanding of Vietnam’s modern history, and why Vietnam developed as North Vietnam and South Vietnam during the Cold War period.

2. 
Students will understand the impact of colonial rule on Vietnam, and why there was so much popular support for the Vietminh/Vietcong.

3. 
Students will understand what was meant by the “domino theory” and some of the reasons this theory did not really hold in the case of Vietnam. 
4. 
Students will understand America’s role in the Vietnam War, and the impact that the war had on the American political system and on American society in the late 1960s and early 1970s.
NATIONAL HISTORY STANDARDS FOR GRADES 5-12/ UNITED STATES:
NSS-USH.5-12.9 Era 9: The 20th Century Since 1945:  Promises and Paradoxes 
Standard 1 
– Understands how post-WWII reconstruction occurred, new international power relations took shape, and colonial empires broke up. 
Standard 1B - Understands why global power shifts took place and the Cold War broke out in the aftermath of WWII
 - The student can analyze how political, diplomatic, and economic conflict and competition between the U.S. and the Soviet Union affected developments in such countries as Egypt, Iran, the Congo, Vietnam, Chile, and Guatemala.

Standard 1C - Understands how African, Asian, and Caribbean peoples achieved independence from European colonial rule. 
- The student can analyze why some African and Asian countries achieved independence through constitutional devolution of power and others as a result of armed revolution.

- The student can analyze connections between the rise of independence movements in Africa and Southeast Asia and social transformations such as demographic changes, urbanization, and the emergence of Western-educated elites.
Standard 3 -  Understands major global trends since World War II 

Standard 3A - Understands major global trends since World War II. The student can explain why the Cold War took place and ended and assess its significance as a 20th-century event.
PROCEDURES:   
Day One
1.  Put the following two quotes on the board:
"Nothing is more valuable than independence and freedom."

"It is better to sacrifice everything than to live in slavery!"

Ask students to think about the quotes, and who might have said them.  Get student responses as part of the discussion. Student responses may include many of America’s Founding Fathers and most famous leaders – George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Abraham Lincoln etc.  Then tell students who these quotes came from – Ho Chi Minh.  
2.  Use the previous activity as a lead-in to a discussion of the history of Vietnam.  Students will be broken into four groups, and each will read a different short version of the history of Vietnam from 1900-54, gleaned from both texts and websites.  Each group will then summarize their reading and share their summaries with the class.  The class will note the differences between sources, and then discuss some of the reasons for any discrepancies found, utilizing a discussion of propaganda techniques.

Day Two
1.  Students will begin the class by reading a short history of Vietnam in the period from 1954-65 from the PBS Battlefield: Vietnam web site http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/history/index.html   
Students will only read the sections up to and including the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution.
2.  Students will then watch a series of short video clips on American involvement in the early years of the Vietnam War http://ehistory.osu.edu/vietnam/video/index.cfm. Then students will be asked to write a short essay (200-300 words) on how these videos reflect attitudes held during the Cold War, and how the American experience in Korea impacted the American view on Vietnam.  This essay will be due at the beginning of class on Day 3.

Day Three

1. Students will read Walter McDougall’s essay on “Teaching the Vietnam War,” June 2000, http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/063.200006.mcdougall.teachingvietnamwar.html.Students will then select one of the ten historical contexts through which the Vietnam War can be viewed, and, as part of their unit assessment, write an essay on how that particular context helps them to understand the Vietnam War and America’s role in this conflict. This will be due on Day 5, as part of the Unit Assessment.  

2. Students will be broken into four groups, and then each group will read a short history of the Vietnam War, 1965-75, from a variety of texts and web sites. As time permits, they will summarize their readings, and each group will present their author’s perspective at the beginning of Day 5.

Day Four

1. Students will watch video clips from Dr. Ronald Spector’s presentation at the FPRI workshop entitled “What Students Need to Know About the Vietnam War”, focusing first on the many “mini-wars” that were part of the Vietnam War. These include 1) the air war against North Vietnam and against the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos; 2) The ground war in South Vietnam waged by the North Vietnamese Army, the Americans, the South Vietnamese and the Viet Cong (who called their army the People’s Liberation Armed Forces—PLAF); 3) the “Other War” to establish the South Vietnamese government’s control over the rural areas and destroy the Viet Cong presence there, often referred to as the pacification campaign; 4) the “war at home”—the growth of both organized and unorganized opposition to the war, the movement of public opinion, and the impact of those developments on domestic politics; and the diplomacy of the war involving negotiations, at first through intermediaries, between the United States and North Vietnam as well as relations with U.S. allies, the Soviet Union, and eventually China. This video can be found at: http://www.fpri.org/multimedia/20090502.spector.html
2. Students will next read a short description of either the air war or the pacification campaign (“Other War”), focusing on the difficulties faced in both of these “mini-wars”.  Students will be broken into two groups, with each group reading one excerpt from Dr. Spector’s article, either on the Air War, or on Pacification.  Each group will then get together, summarize their section, and present it to the rest of the class.  Dr. Spector’s article can be found at: http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1414.200905.spector.vietnamwar.html
Day Five
1. Students will present their author’s perspective on the Vietnam War, 1965-75, and will participate in a short discussion on perspective and propaganda.

2.  Final in-class discussion – What do we know about the war?  How does it fit in with what we know about the world of the mid-late 20th century? 

Day Six
1. Collect student papers on the Vietnam War in Context.  In-class written assessment, including both multiple choice and essay questions.

2. As time permits, have students view political cartoons on the Vietnam War from Wellesley website (see below) and complete a Cartoon Analysis worksheet on each of the 3 cartoons they have selected.  This is an extra credit assignment.
ASSESSMENT: There will be ongoing anecdotal assessment throughout the unit.  Written assessments include the short essay assigned on Day 2, the Vietnam War in Context paper, the group presentations on Dr. Spector’s video and article, and the in-class written assessment that includes both multiple-choice and essay questions.
RESOURCES:

Cartoon analysis worksheet, http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf 
http://www.answers.com/topic/ho-chi-minh        
World Civilizations: The Global Experience.  Stearns, Peter N., Adas, Michael,  Schwartz, Stuart B.,  Gilbert, Marc Jason.  5th ed.  New York, NY  Pearson/Longman  2007.  pp. 831-33.

http://history.vietnamwebsite.net/read.php?40
http://www.tuvy.com/Countries/vietnamese/history/earliest_known_history_of_vietna.htm      
http://www.electionworld.org/history/vietnam.htm  
http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/history/index.html   

http://ehistory.osu.edu/vietnam/video/index.cfm  (Marines 1966 – Operation Hastings)
“Teaching the Vietnam War,” Walter McDougall, June 2000, http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/063.200006.mcdougall.teachingvietnamwar.html
“What Students Need to Know About the Vietnam War,” Ronald Spector, May 2009, http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1414.200905.spector.vietnamwar.html
http://www.fpri.org/multimedia/20090502.spector.html
http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/history/index.html
http://history1900s.about.com/od/vietnamwar/a/vietnamwar.htm
The American Pageant -Kennedy, David M., Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas Bailey. 14th ed. Boston, Mass.: Houghton Mifflin Co., 2009.  pp. 947-58 and 966-73

Vietnam Era Editorial Cartoons, http://www.wellesley.edu/Polisci/wj/Vietimages/Cartoons/cartoons.htm
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