	[image: image1.png]



	Foreign Policy Research Institute

Marvin Wachman Fund for International Education

	
	Classroom Lessons: 

China


Intro to China Lesson Plan

Nancy Bader, Stillwater Area High School

Stillwater, MN

2006
Grade: 
High School - World History

Purpose:  
To expose students to basic information about China and to dispel myths/stereotypes.

Historically, high school world history class content has often been “Western Civ” focused as opposed to truly representing all of the major world regions. But all regions of the world are interconnected historically and are especially linked in today’s increasingly complex global community. This lesson plan is focused on teaching students information that will help them be involved members of a global community in light of China’s current powerful economic gains.

Application:  This lesson plan could be used in a World History class when reviewing China as one of the first ancient civilizations, to provide a base of knowledge to build on as the year progresses, or after discussing the Han Empire as the first established Chinese Empire comparable to the Roman Empire.  One could also use this lesson plan in conjunction with a regular current-event day, in which students would read a contemporary article about China’s economic growth or the 2008 Beijing Olympics, for example.

1. Opening Activity:  Ask students to write down 5-10 images or ideas that come to mind when they think of China.  Ask them to think of different sources from which they’ve drawn those images – movies, books, TV, etc.

· Some answers might be:  rice paddies, “strange” language, people who all look alike, people on bikes.

List concepts on overhead/board.

2. Discussion: Discuss to debunk stereotypes and provide correct information. Important concepts to address:
A.  Myth:  Chinese People Are All the Same
· Fact:  Today “Chinese” people are anyone living within the political boundaries we recognize as the People’s Republic of China.  They are many different peoples with many different languages and religions.  Some people see themselves as ancestors of the original dominant power of the Han dynasty and consider themselves true Chinese.  The word “Han” can be synonymous with “Chinese”.  

Some people labeled as Chinese are associated with the historical Mongols, steppe nomadic people who at one time ruled China as a dynasty. Some are associated with various early tribes of Asian people, like those who called themselves the “Manchu,” who also ruled China as a dynasty.  There are also peoples from Southeast and South Asia who identify themselves with Tibetan people, Vietnamese people, Taiwanese people, etc.  Because they live within the political borders of modern-day China, they are considered Chinese.

The PRC today lists 57 “officially recognized” minority groups.  They are really ethnic groups in their own right but again, because they’re inside modern boundaries, they become “minorities.” China is as diverse as the whole European Union. 
B.  Myth:  A Unified China Has Been Around Longer Than Any Other Country.

· Fact:  If you don’t consider the geographic boundaries today that we call “China,” you’d be correct. But the term “China” does not refer to the same geographical entity at all points in history. Throughout history “China” has been an evolving idea, not always the same people and not all the same ethnicity.  To be Chinese historically meant that you considered yourself connected to one of the Chinese dynasties, regardless of what we would call “ethnicity.”  There have been long periods of chaos and instability as well as long periods of stability and unity.  But each time some area came under the control of a new group or person, boundaries shifted and size of the controlled area changed.  Just as growing America’s boundaries continually moved west in the nineteenth century, China’s boundaries moved north, south, east, and west.  

The area we call China today reflects the boundaries of the area controlled by the last ruling dynasty, the Qing (Manchus), people originally from Northeast Asia. 

.C.  Myth:  Buddhism Developed in China.

· Fact:  Buddhism began in India, eventually spreading to East Asia by the fifth century BCE. Two of the major world religions/belief systems developed in China.  The first is Confucianism, based on the teaching of Confucius, who lived in the fifth century BCE, during the second dynasty, the Zhou [Joe], and whose ideas remain integral in Chinese society today.  The second, is Taoism founded by Lao Tsu in the third century BCE.  Buddhism spread to China but developed in India.

OTHER FACTS ABOUT CHINA. Draw from the following information to clear up other misconceptions or misinformation students may have, or to provide foundational information.

· The Chinese language is not phonetic. The written language cannot be sounded out to produce the spoken language.  There are two different “schools” of translation for translating spoken Chinese into English. Depending on which translation is used, one place or person can be called two different names.  

· China is home to 1/5 of the world’s population and has the largest population of any country in the world, over 1.3 billion

· China is one of the world’s oldest continuous cultural civilizations.  Its traditional culture has come down to the present as if the Roman Empire would have come down to us with a solid identity.  And it has done so despite having the diversity of Europe’s population.

· China is the world’s largest agricultural producer, feeding 22 percent of the world’s population on less than 10 percent of the world’s arable land.

· Foreigners invested more money in the PRC in 2002 than anywhere else in the world, including the U.S.

· China, in several decades, has gone from one of the most egalitarian societies to one with huge gaps between rich and poor (the top three richest people in China are worth $1.5, 1.3, and 1.25 billion). It is a communist country, but its capitalistic economic growth over the last few decades has been one of the fastest in the world.  Will capitalism supplant communism in the future?  China’s official phrase for their economic transformation is “Socialism with Chinese Characteristics.”

· China is the third largest global trader, an amazing economic feat considering that in 1978 it was only the 30th largest trading economy.

· China is the United State’s fourth largest export market – a nine times rise since 1990.

EXTENSION:  Have students examine images and stories of China today by visiting  http://www.whatkidscando.org/china_site/index.html. The website is a joint effort between the Asia Society and the nonprofit What Kids Can Do, Inc.  As the website says,  “In April 2006, the nonprofit organization What Kids Can Do, Inc., with the support of the Asia Society, spent two weeks with students at Beijing No. 12 High School creating a series of photo essays about life—and school—in New China. Younger students added a postscript: an audio Chinese-English dictionary in their own voices.”

Students should be encouraged to explore the multimedia presentations showing old Chinese traditions and “new world” patterns of life seen side-by-side in major cities, giving a tour of Beijing, on high schools today in China, and the Chinese- English audio dictionary.

Back in class, discuss how students’ views of China have changed as a result of this introductory lesson and website exploration.  Possible questions:

1) How have your views of China changed from the beginning of this lesson to now?  

2)  What is the most important new concept you learned about China?

3)  What images/ideas stood out to you as most significant in your exploration of the website?

4)  In what ways are Chinese high schools different from ours?

