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Students will be able to identify major components of a variety of totalitarian states.
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Long-term changes Standard 1

During the upcoming week you will be a member of a communist totalitarian country.  You should familiarize yourself with the basic principles of this type of government (see attachment).  As a member of this nation you will be subjected to the laws and regulations of your leader, however, arbitrary they might seem to you.  Remember that this leader has informers around the community.  They are the leader’s eyes and ears and will report on all aspects of your behavior.


In this nation the dictator is the most important person, who is of course your teacher.  S/he is always addressed as either Comrade Leader or Great Leader.  If you fail to address your teacher correctly you will suffer the consequences.


Because the Great Leader knows that thoughts and words are very important and shape lives, s/he has banned certain words from use.  You will be informed of these words on a daily basis and must not use them anywhere!  If you do use them, you will be penalized.  In addition, you will suffer severe penalties if you fail to address the leader correctly either in class or out or speak poorly of your class!


If during the course of the week, you think you know who one of the informers is, then you are part of a Resistance Movement.  You may come to the dictator and denounce the person you believe is the informant.  If you are correct, the informant will be punished for their sloppy espionage, but YOU will be punished if you have incorrectly accused a loyal subject.


Now carefully open your envelope and find out if you are a comrade citizen or a spy.  BE CAREFUL!  Don’t let anyone else see your letter.  Looking at other people’s letters is the first thing that I want my spies to report to me.

Sincerely,

Your Great Leader
Seven Rules for a Good Comrade

1. You must not believe in perpetual peace; turmoil and fear can be productive.

2. Punishment is always deserved.

3. The nation/your leader is in control of all aspects of your life.

4. Discipline is the soul of mighty armies; without it there are no soldiers, only confusion and defeat.

5. Your leader is always right.

6. The leader will accept offerings and compliments from humble citizen comrades.

7. For a comrade citizen there are no extenuating circumstances when he/she is disobedient.

8. One thing must be dear to you above all else, the life and happiness of your great leader.

Some sayings of Chairman Mao for further inspiration.

Communism is not love. Communism is a hammer which we use to crush the enemy. 

On a blank sheet of paper free from any mark, the freshest and most beautiful pictures can be painted.

Classes struggle, some classes triumph, others are eliminated. Such is history; such is the history of civilization for thousands of years. 

A revolution is not a dinner party, or writing an essay, or painting a picture, or doing embroidery; it cannot be so refined, so leisurely and gentle, so temperate, kind, courteous, restrained and magnanimous. A revolution is an insurrection, an act of violence by which one class overthrows another. 

Forbidden words

Day 1

good/bad

Day 2

hot/cold

Day 3

yes/no

Day 4

lunch/food

Day 5

the/a

Material abridged from:   http://www.remember.org/guide/Facts.root.nazi.html:

The Modern Totalitarian State

Synopsis of Totalitarianism
Totalitarianism is a form of government in which all societal resources are monopolized by the state in an effort to penetrate and control all aspects of public and private life, through the state's use of propaganda, terror, and technology. Totalitarian ideologies reject the existing society as corrupt, immoral, and beyond reform, project an alternative society in which these wrongs are to be redressed, and provide plans and programs for realizing the alternative order. These ideologies, supported by propaganda campaigns, demand total conformity on the part of the people. Totalitarian forms of organization enforce this demand for conformity. Totalitarian societies are hierarchies dominated by one political party and usually by a single leader. The party penetrates the entire country through regional, provincial, local and "primary" (party-cell) organization. Youth, professional, cultural, and sports groups supplement the party's political control. A paramilitary secret police ensures compliance. Information and ideas are effectively organized through the control of television, radio, the press, and education at all levels. 

Totalitarian Regime vs. Dictatorship
Totalitarian regimes differ from older concepts of dictatorship or tyranny. Totalitarian regimes seek to establish complete political, social and cultural control, whereas dictatorships seek limited, typically political, control. Two types of totalitarianism can sometimes be distinguished: Nazism and fascism, which evolved from "rightwing" extremism, and Communism, which evolved from "leftwing" extremism. Traditionally, each is supported by different social classes. Rightwing totalitarian movements have generally drawn their popular support primarily from middle classes seeking to maintain the economic and social status quo. Leftwing totalitarianism has often developed from working class movements seeking, in theory, to eliminate, not preserve, class distinctions. Rightwing totalitarianism has typically supported and enforced the private ownership of industrial wealth. A distinguishing feature of Communism, by contrast, is the collective ownership of such capital. 

Totalitarian regimes mobilize and make use of mass political participation, and often are led by charismatic cult figures. Examples of such cult figures in modern history are Mao Tse-tung (China) and Josef Stalin (Soviet Union), who led leftwing regimes, and Adolf Hitler (Germany) and Benito Mussolini (Italy), who led rightwing regimes. 

Rightwing totalitarian regimes (particularly the Nazis) have arisen in relatively advanced societies, relying on the support of traditional economic elites to attain power. In contrast, leftwing totalitarian regimes have arisen in relatively undeveloped countries through the unleashing of revolutionary violence and terror. Such violence and terror are also the primary tools of rightwing totalitarian regimes to maintain compliance with authority. 
