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  Era 8, Standards 1A, 5

Time (if reading is assigned at home) two days

Rationale: This activity deals with China’s response to years of European dominance and the carving up of China into “spheres of influence.” This lesson should follow topics such as the Taiping Rebellion (1851-84), the Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901), and the Opium Wars (1839–42, 1856–60). The class should also discuss the Qing dynasty’s attempts at modernization and reforms in the late 19th and early 20th century.

Objective: Students will examine and react to primary source documents on a Chinese person’s view of America at the turn of the 20th century.

Material: Students will read excerpts from Liang Qichaos’s account of his visit to America in 1903, in  Chinese Civilization: A sourcebook, by Patricia Buckley Ebrey (2nd ed., Free Press, 1993), pp. 335-40. Liang was looking at American society for models and ideas that might be incorporated into Chinese society in order to make it a more modern country.

Procedures:

1.) Divide class into partners or into threes (depending on size of class).

2.) Pass out primary source readings.

3.) Have students read and discuss their particular readings

4.) Have students work together on responding to Ling personally or a through a letter to the editor of a Chinese newspaper.

5.) If needed, have students look at samples of current letters to editors.

6.) Once students are finished, have them come together in small groups to share their particular reading and response.

7.) Discuss as a class what new learning they have come away with by seeing America through an outsider’s eyes. Do they feel that his assessments are valid? What about Liang’s experiences may have influenced his judgments of America?

