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Objective: As part of a year-long course in ancient and medieval world history, this unit is intended to provide students with a survey of major historical events in China, covering the years 600 BCE-1500 CE. This survey incorporates both primary and secondary source material in a discussion-based classroom format with supplemental lectures.

World History Standards: Era 5, Standards 3A, 3B, 5C, 7





  Era 4, Standard 3A, 3B, 7





  Era 3, Standard 3C, 5

Textbooks:
Kleeman, Terry and Tracy Barrett. The Ancient Chinese World. Oxford University Press, 2005.

Des Forges, Robert V, and John S. Major. The Asian World: 600-1500. OUP, 2005.

Secondary Sources:

Halsall, Paul. “Chinese Cultural Studies: A Brief Chinese Chronology.” (1999). http://acc6.its.brooklyn.cuny.edu/~phalsall/texts/chron.html

“Confucius,” at http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/

Rossabi, Morris. “The Mongols’ Mark on World History.” Asian Topics in World History: Asia for Educators. Columbia University. (2004), http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/mongols/main/transcript.pdf

Wild, Oliver. “The Silk Road.” (1992). www.ess.uci.edu/~oliver/silk.html

“Marco Polo and His Travels,” Silk Road Foundation. www.silk-road.com/artl/marcopolo.shtml

Primary Sources. 

Sima Qian, Records of the Grand Historian. Trans. Burton Watson. Columbia University Press, 1993. pp. 1-13, 87-88 (reading questions provided)

Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching (excerpts) in The Inner Treasure. Ed. and trans. Jonathan Star. Putnam, 1999 
Confucius. The Analects of Confucius: A Philosophical Translation Trans. Roger T. Ames and Henry Rosemont, Jr. Ballantine Books, 1998. (Analect excerpts 1.1-17.8; reading questions provided).
Walsh, Warren. “Tatars in Russia.” Readings in Russian History. Syracuse University Press, 1948. At Halsall, Paul. “Internet Medieval Sourcebook.” (2000) (reading questions provided). www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/tartars.html.

Polo, Marco. The Book of Ser Marco Polo the Venetian Concerning the Kingdoms and Marvels of the East. Trans. and ed. by Henry Yule, 3rd ed. Revised by Henri Cordier. London: John Murray, 1903(Chapters VIII-X, XXII, XXIV, XXVI) (reading questions provided). 
DVD/Video Sources. 

Treasure! Tomb of the Terra Cotta Warriors. A&E Television Networks, 1998.

The Great Wall of China. A&E Television Networks, 1997.

Biography: Ghengis Khan. A&E Television Networks, 2003.

The True Story of Marco Polo. A&E Television Networks, 1996.

Assignments/Assessment
· Reading questions

· Notes on DVD/Video screenings

· Essay Test (provided)

· Class Discussion








Name:________________________

The Six Relationships and the Mandate of Heaven Reading Questions

Instructions. After reading about the Six Relationships and the Mandate of Heaven in your textbook, answer the following questions as thoroughly as possible on a separate piece of paper. These will be collected at the end of class following our discussion on the reading.

1. Describe “filial piety.” Identify cultures in which it is important and explain how it helps guarantee a certain level of organization and order. (2 points)

2. Describe what a society based upon these relationships would look like. (2 points)

3. Explain (a) the importance of the contingent nature of obedience in these relationships and (b) the true nature of obedience in this context. (2 points)

4. Explain how the Mandate of Heaven connects to the Six Relationships. (2 points)

5.Identify what gives someone the right to rule according to the article. Explain why you agree or disagree. (3 points)

6. Regarding the concern with the judgment of history, describe ways history can be manipulated for political purposes. Describe ways we might see past that manipulation informing our own judgments? (2 points)








Name:________________________

Sima Qian Reading Questions

Instructions. After reading the selections from Sima Qian’s Records of the Grand Historian, answer the following questions as thoroughly as possible on a separate piece of paper. These will be collected at the end of class following our discussion on the reading.

1. Despite unthinkable personal dishonor and pain, Sima Qian finished his history. Based upon that fact, as well as the commentary regarding government contained in the reading, analyze what Sima Qian might be saying to his own government. See Intro and “To His Friend Ren An.” (2 points)

2. Identify the motivations and justifications for the revolt of Chen She and Wu Guang against Qin. Explain why they meet with initial success so quickly. See pp. 2-4. (5 points)

3. Explain how and why this revolt rapidly disintegrates into a multifaceted civil war. Consider what this suggests about the power of Qin, about Chen She’s power, and about power in general. See pp. 6-7. (5 points)

4. Explain how and why the revolt is able to continue until Qin is overthrown, despite the deaths of the initial leaders. See pp. 8+ (2 points)

5. Explain why, according to Sima Qian, the Chen She failed. See p. 9. (2 points)

6. Outline Sima Qian’s opinion of the Qin dynasty. List what you consider the pros and cons of the Qin, state whether you think the First Emperor was a good ruler or a bad ruler, and explain why. (5 points)








Name:________________________

Confucius: Analects Reading Questions

Instructions. After reading the selection from the Analects of Confucius, answer the following questions as thoroughly as possible on a separate piece of paper. These will be collected at the end of class following our discussion on the reading.

1. Explain the meaning of Analect 2.4. How does this illustrate Confucius’ philosophy?


(3 points)

2. Define, according to Confucius, a good and legitimate leader and an effective government. Do you agree with him? Why or why not? (5 points)

3. Define “authoritative conduct”? Explain how one acquires it and how the five attitudes of 17.6 connect to this. (9 points)

4. Identify the six “desirable qualities of character” and the six “flaws”? (See 17.8) Explain their relationship. (14 points)

5. Identify the five virtues and four vices (see p. 7). Explain how a person’s virtues relate to his ability to rule. (11 points)








Name:________________________

Tatars in Russia Reading Questions

Instructions. After reading the text on the Tatar presence in Russia, answer the following questions as thoroughly as possible on a separate piece of paper. These will be collected at the end of class following our discussion on the reading.

7. To what nation does the anonymous author belong? How can you tell? What bias, if any, does this yield? Give 2 specific examples to support your claim. (4 points)

8. What is so terrifying about the Tatars’ battle tactics, and why? Hint: you should describe some of these tactics in your answer. (4 points)

9. Why, according to the author, have the Tatars been so successful in their conquests?

(3 points)

China Take-Home Test

Due __________

Instructions. Answer each of the following questions as thoroughly as possible, giving specific details to support your ideas, and quoting or paraphrasing from your sources where necessary. You may use any of our class readings—please do not use outside readings—but be sure to cite the sources of your information, both in-text and fully after each answer. A cumulative bibliography is not necessary. Answers should be typed and double-spaced, and at least a page in length each.

You will be graded on the thoroughness and accuracy of your answers, as well as the strength of your arguments. Answers that fail to cite their sources will be docked one full letter grade. Late work will not be accepted.

When you have finished, please read and sign the statement at the bottom of this page, and attach this page to the front of your answers.

1. Consider the relative strengths and weaknesses of the Mongols as compared to the Romans.

2. Of the dynasties from the Han to the Yuan, explain which you would prefer to live under. Cite political, cultural, military, and religious reasons why you would choose this particular dynasty, discuss key characteristics/achievements of its rule, and address why your choice would be preferable to the alternatives.

3. What was the most significant element (religious, philosophical, political, agricultural, economic, artistic, etc.) that contributed to the level of civilization achieved by China by the time Marco Polo arrived? Pick one element as suggested above, discuss it in depth, and cite specific examples that demonstrate its role in the development of Chinese civilization.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask me for help. 
I, ____________________________________, have worked on these questions by myself, with no outside help from friends, family, or others. I have cited my sources where necessary, and have not claimed the ideas of others as my own.
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