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Grade: 9-12

Objective: to determine the motivations and likely directions of China’s foreign policies going forward, by (1) examining past and current influences on China, (2) identifying what China’s current foreign policies are; and (3) projecting its future policies. The information below will help students answer the first two questions; they will use evidence-based reasoning to answer the third question.

Time: 
One Week

Standards: World History Standards: Era 9 #s 2C, 2D, 2F, 3

Procedures: This lesson can be done as a research lesson or as a cooperative learning activity where each group defends its conclusions against the others’. If assigning a research project, divide the topics among your students, making each student or a team of students a specialist(s) in one area. The fact that China experts disagree in many areas makes it imperative that students research their positions carefully in arriving at conclusions. The main areas for research and debate concerning Chinese foreign policies are as follows:
China-North Korea relations

China-Japan relations

China-Russia relations

China-U.S. relations

China-Taiwan relations
China-Southeast Asia relations

China--Energy policies

China--Pollution policies

China--UN policies

China--Nuclear policies

China--Military expenditure policies

China--Economic policies including trade memberships

China--Tibet (considered entirely internal by China but not by many other countries)

Students would then report to the class on their findings, supplying a hand-out and web sites for their classmates. The teacher would then wrap-up and try to get the class to make overall conclusions about Chinese foreign policy--for now and the future.

 If done as group work in preparation for a briefing by each group to the class, cluster the relations and policies above for each group. OR, limit the topics to a few, and have all groups do the same topics. Then discuss and debate the findings.

The Players and Locations: Taiwan, The Koreas, Japan, Russia, the U.S., islands in the South China, East China, and Philippine Seas, the countries of Southeast Asia, Tibet (within China); on a larger scale, Europe, Latin America, Africa, the Middle East—especially concerning economics and energy.
Issues: Nuclear weapon proliferation, energy, pollution, land claims, economic policies and memberships, UN affairs, military issues (presence and build-up), internal vs. external affairs, immigration, security vs. hegemony.
Resources
1. At www.fpri.org:

· http://www.fpri.org/education/chinawest/ - for essays and videotapes thereof from “China’s Encounter with the West” (2008) institute

· http://www.fpri.org/education/china/ - for essays and videotapes from “Understanding China” (2006) institutes. 

     See also the following FPRI Enotes:

· China Rising: Assessing China’s Economic And Military Power, Jacques deLisle, 10/2007

· Charm Offensive: How China’s Soft Power Is Transforming the World, Joshua Kurlantzick, 8/2007 
· China’s Grand Strategy and U.S. Foreign Policy, Avery Goldstein, 9/27/2005 
·  The Rise of China, James Kurth, 7/15/2005 

2. CIA World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/goes/ch.html
3. The U.S. State Department, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs  http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/18902.htm 
4. Education About Asia  especially Winter 2007 issue.

5. The Economist  especially issues of March 10, 2007, May 19, 2007, and October 13, 2007.
6.  A Yahoo or Google search of “China Foreign Policy” will also yield a wide range of sources.
 Foreign Policy Background Information
1. U.S./China (PRC) relations are stable and overall good, as of 2008. They are neither friends nor adversaries, in general.
2. Analysts of Chinese foreign policy are not agreed as to whether China seeks secure borders with friendly neighbors, or has more ambitious plans for expansion in the region.

3. China is presently quite dominant in Northeast Asia. It would like similar control in Southeast Asia.

4. China is often perceived as the “Regional Hegemon” of East Asia.  Historically it had long been regarded as the “Sick Man of Asia.”

5. Globalization is having a dramatic impact on China today and this extends to its foreign policies.

6. Experts disagree as to whether China is becoming more democratic, but they do agree that at present it is very far from being democratic. (See my Classroom Lesson Understanding China: The Prospects for Democracy in China, 30K Word document.) 
7. China does provide some aid to many U.S. adversaries including Burma, Iran, Sudan, and Zimbabwe.

8. The August 2008 Beijing Olympics serve as a showcase for China as a major world power.

9. China’s policies towards Taiwan and Japan are its most contentious from the U.S. perspective.

10. Under U.S. President Bill Clinton (1993-2001), China was perceived as a “strategic partner”; Under President George W. Bush (2001-09), China has been perceived as a “strategic rival”.

11. Both Presidents Clinton and Bush have sought to keep Taiwan’s status stable, and pushed hard for Taiwan not to make statements about its present or future independence.

12. China is anywhere from 25 to 50 years away from being a serious military threat to the United States, according to various estimates. 
13. War is generally perceived to be against the best interests of both China and the U.S.

14. While the World Trade Center bombings of 9/11 brought the U.S. and China closer, the bombing of its embassy in Belgrade when the U.S. bombed Serbia, spy plane incidents, and continued close relations between the U.S. and Japan, have worked against this closeness.

15. Jiang Zemin was the first Chinese premier to visit Japan, in 1998, but his trip did little to heal wounds. Hu Jintao will visit Japan in May 2008. 
16. Islands in the South China, East China, and Philippine Seas are sources of conflict for China and its neighbors. Those islands are variously claimed or presently controlled by China, Japan, the U.S., the Philippines, South Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, and others.

17. China’s relationship with North Korea is currently debated by experts. Does China possess any clout or control over its neighbor? Is it becoming a more pronounced adversary of its neighbor?

18. Economics is a key influence on China’s foreign policies. The Chinese Communist government is dependant on continuing economic growth and larger amounts of energy.

19. Pollution problems and water shortages also affect China’s foreign policies.

20. Foreign women are increasingly needed in China due to a shortage at home as a result of the one-child policy.
21. Labor costs are rising in China, causing some factories to move to less expensive locations, such as Vietnam, Indonesia, and Bangladesh.

22.  China’s constitution provides (at least on paper) for elections, associated constitutional structures, and an independent judicial system.              
23. It has used ASEAN to expand its power.

24. President Hu Jintao has called for “gradual development of democracy” in the Hong Kong SAR.

25. No political parties are tolerated in China other than the Communist Party.

26. Foreign political and economic support is vital to China.

27. Taiwan began to democratize in the late 1980s.

28. Personal connections are involved with 97% of the wealthiest people in China today. 
29. Economic modernization has been brisk since the Reform Era began in 1979.

30. Taiwanese investment in the PRC is pervasive, including 80% of China’s notebook computer production.

31. The 2008 Olympic Games will cost China more than $20 billion.
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