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It Could Still Happen – 

The United States, China and the Possibility of War Over Taiwan.

By Rusty Eder, History Chair,

West Nottingham Academy, Colora, MD 
(2008)
Objectives: This lesson is written for an Advanced Placement class in U.S. History but can also be used for a Honors/AP World History class or a class in Asian/Chinese History. It is intended to link the study of U.S./Chinese relations in the mid-to-late 20th century with their status today and will include readings from the text and other publications and one class dedicated to viewing Dr. Tucker’s presentation via the Internet. The assessment for this lesson will be a Document-Based Question.

Text - Cayton, Reed and Winkler. America - Pathways to the Present. Needham, MA, Pearson-Prentice Hall, 2005

Media Presentation: Dr. Nancy Bernkopf Tucker speaking at FPRI’s History Institute for Teachers on China’s Encounter with the West, March 2, 2008, at http://www.fpri.org/video/20080301.tucker.taiwanhongkongchinawest.wvx
Additional Readings will come from internet research and the following books: 

Warren I. Cohen. America’s Response to China: A History of Sino American Relations. New York, Columbia University Press.  pp. 183-190

James Kynge: China Shakes the World: A Titan’s Rise and Troubled Future. Boston, Mariner Books 

Nancy Bernkopf Tucker, Uncertain Friendships: Taiwan, Hong and the United States, 1945-1992. New York, Twayne, pp. 26-52, 160-167, 178-185 

Copies will be provided of the following public documents:

Mutual Defense Treaty, Shanghai Communiqué, Taiwan Relations Act. 

All three are available online at: http://usinfo.org/sino/chronology(2)_e.htm
Standards - National Center for History in the Schools - Standard 1, Era 10

Lessons are based on a 45-minute classes.

Assessment: The assessment for this lesson will be the attached Document-Based Question, which will be completed on the fifth day of class.

Lesson Plan: Daily lessons will focus on discussion and research as indicated.

Critical Questions:  Could the United States and the People’s Republic of China end up at war over Taiwan?

· What factors, both historical and current, could lead to this result?
· If it is indeed possible, can it be avoided?

Research goal:  In the run-up to Taiwan’s presidential election of March 22, 2008, two different candidates presented two different ideas for Taiwan’s future, especially where “normalization” and independence were concerned. Find 2 or 3 quotes each (from RELIABLE sources) demonstrating the difference between the stated goals of candidate Frank Hsieh of the incumbent DPP (Democratic People’s Party) and challenger (and winner of the election) Ma Ying-jeou of the KMT (Kuomintang). We will use this information in Day 5’s discussion.

Day One. - Foundation - Students have read the text, CH 26, Sections 3 and 4 before coming to class.
Critical Questions:  


· How did internal and international forces shape the United States’ attitude towards Communism in Europe and Asia?
· Do American leaders recognize the differences between Russian and Chinese Communism? 
· How does the Korean War affect the U.S. view of China and Taiwan?
Homework:  Read Cohen 184-186, Tucker 40-45. Review the Sino American Mutual Defense Treaty. 

Day Two. – Conflicts in the Taiwan Straits

Critical Questions:

· How close do the PRC and the U. S. come to war in each of these three crises? How is war avoided? What exactly are America’s obligations under the Mutual Defense Treaty?
· How would you characterize the relationship between the United States and the Republic of China (Taiwan) at this point?

· How do these crises affect the long-term prospects for peace between the United States and the PRC?

Homework: Read: 
Taiwan Relations Act, Section 2, Shanghai Communiqué 




Tucker: pp. 125-6, 131-5
Day Three. – Shifting Allegiances?

Critical Questions:


Was Taiwan “sold down the river” or was the new U.S. policy just political pragmatism?


Why do Americans accept the change so readily? 


What are America’s obligations under the Taiwan Relations Act?

Homework: Read Kynge,  233-35.  Prepare your internet research for discussion of current relations between the U.S. and China. Focus particularly on Taiwan’s presidential election of 2008 and the critical issues it raised. Review the recent election results here:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7184448.stm
Day Four – Modern Issues

Critical Questions: 


How far is the United States committed to Taiwan’s defense?


Can Beijing be counted on to maintain a measured response?

This class will include an edited viewing of Dr. Tucker’s presentation at FPRI’s History Institute for Teachers, March 2, 2008.

http://www.fpri.org/video/20080301.tucker.taiwanhongkongchinawest.wvx
Time signatures – 17:22 until the end (approximately 20 minutes).
Homework: Review all material for a Document-Based Question assessment in class tomorrow. 

Day Five - Assessment

DBQ: Read the following statement, taken from Dr. Nancy Bernkopf Tucker’s closing remarks yesterday. Using the documents provided and the knowledge you have gained from the week’s studies, prepare an essay which assesses the validity of her statement and answers the question:

Is war possible, even inevitable, or will Taiwan be peacefully integrated into the PRC?

“Whether Taiwan is eventually absorbed, remains separate, or becomes independent, and how, I underline how, that result is achieved could end up triggering the first hot war between nuclear armed great powers. That could happen by accident, that could happen through mistaken policies, or that could happen by design. ......it’s possible, it’s very possible.”
Document 1 –from Foreign Policy in Focus
“Beijing's claim to sovereignty over the island is not well founded at all, unless you accept it as the successor state to the Middle Kingdom that claimed to rule the world. In historical terms, the mainland's one unquestioned period of control over Taiwan lasted between the end of the Second World War and the ouster of Chiang Kai-shek from the mainland. The islanders were never consulted, and Chiang's Kuomintang made sure that their views went unheard by massacring some 30,000 of them beginning February 28, 1947. Even when driven from the mainland in 1949, Chiang's regime maintained its increasingly tenuous claim to be the legitimate government of China, which included Mongolia as well.” (http://www.fpif.org/fpiftxt/3815)
Document 2 - Judith Apter Klinghoffer History News Network,  Mao on Taiwan
“The Kissinger transcript includes the November 12, 1973 meeting in which Mao said about Taiwan: ‘As for our relations with Taiwan, that is quite complex. I do not believe in a peaceful transition. . . . They are a bunch of counterrevolutionaries. How could they cooperate with us? I say that we can do without Taiwan for the time being, and let it come after hundred years. Do not take matters on this world so rapidly. Why is there need to be in such haste? It is only such an Island with a population of a dozen or more million.’ Kissinger answered that he will not be Secretary of State by then and that he understood that the figure was symbolic. (http://hnn.us/blogs/entries/11023.html)
Documents 3, 4 and 5 – Interviews from: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/4758410.stm  BBC Feb 28, 2006
Document 3

“My father was born in Nanjing in China before the civil war. Our family moved to Taiwan in 1949. My parents lived in Taiwan for most of their lives and they contributed to the island. But even though few of my family have been back to the mainland, they see themselves as Chinese. 
It's the cultural ties that matter. It's about language and the collective memories of living in that place across the straits. But that doesn't mean we support immediate reunification with a one-party government.” Chiao Yuan-Ming, 24, Civil Servant, Chiayi County
Document 4
“Pro-independence activists love to say that Taiwan has a distinct culture and language. That's not true. The dialect spoken here is the same as that spoken in Fujian province in south-eastern China. The truth is that we need mainland China. There are 1.5m Taiwanese living and working in mainland China. It's our number one tourist and investment destination. We have to realize that it is changing quickly: this is no longer the era of cultural revolution and Mao Zedong. China is a more open society.” Hsu Chih-Chien, 47, Business Executive, Taipei
Document 5
“Two things are clear to me: Taiwan is already an independent state and China is not my motherland. I don't know where my ancestors came from. Taiwanese have been here for over 400 years. We don't even want to find our origins in China.
China's warning of disaster is important but I think this is just sabre-rattling. It can't be serious about retaliation because they will have to take into account the consequences of a real war rather than a war of rhetoric.

We have been disappointed by China so many times in history. They have tried to intimidate us repeatedly, firing missiles in 1996, for example. It's all wrong...But we have been sending these messages to China for years. Still, it doesn't listen.” - Joe Chan, 56, Businessman, Kaoshiung
Document 6 - State Department News Release following the 2008 Presidential Election in Taiwan.

Taiwan Presidential Election

The United States congratulates Mr. Ma Ying-jeou on his victory in today’s elections on Taiwan. Taiwan has held a free and fair election. The people on Taiwan should be proud of this milestone in their democracy. We look forward to working with Taiwan’s new leaders to ensure that the vibrancy in our economic and people-to-people relationship is maintained.

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2008/mar/102505.htm
Document 7

“Ma Ying-jeou's rapprochement package with Beijing contained a list of security pre-conditions designed to eliminate the fear factor in their relationship. In fact, the two countries are still technically in a state of war. President-elect Ma Ying-jeou said he would only consider signing a peace deal with China, an offer Beijing has made with conditions, if it stopped aiming missiles at Taiwan, saying "before we can talk about peace, we need to remove the threat". A Reuters report quoted Ma as saying:

"They (China) remain the greatest security threat," Ma told a news conference on Sunday. “Taiwan's identity has to be respected, and we have to negotiate with each other on equal footing. What I can promise voters is that we will not negotiate the issue of unification and we will not support de jure independence," he added, speaking in fluent English. "And we will oppose the use of force across the Taiwan Strait." http://fallbackbelmont.blogspot.com/2008/03/can-taiwan-trust-china.html
Document 8
“According to recent estimates by the Pentagon, China has more than 700 missiles near its southeast coast, facing Taiwan, and is accelerating the buildup by adding seventy to seventy-five missiles a year, up from its previous annual increase of around fifty.”

James Kynge, China Shakes the World, p. 234

Document 9 News Release from the Consulate General of the PRC in New York, March 4, 2008:
"The 'Taiwan independence' activities have run counter to the Chinese nation's strong will to safeguard national unity. Such activities will get nowhere and are doomed to fail," Hu told political advisors attending the first annual full session of the 11th National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference in Beijing.
Hu, also general secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and chairman of the Central Military Commission, observed that the "Taiwan independence" activities have become "the biggest menace to national sovereignty and territorial integrity, the biggest obstacle to the development of cross-Strait relations, and the biggest threat to peace and stability in the Taiwan Straits." 

...As for the realization of peaceful development of cross-Strait relations, Hu said, "we take adherence to the one-China principle as the foundation, with the seeking of benefits for compatriots on both sides of the Straits as the objective, and the deepening of mutually-beneficial, win-win exchange and cooperation as the approach."

"We are ready to have exchange, dialogue, consultation and negotiation with any political parties in Taiwan, as long as they recognize that both sides of the Taiwan Straits belong to one China," Hu stated. "The negotiation will be conducted on an equal footing with completely open topics -- there is nothing we can't talk about," he added.

"We look forward to the formal end of the state of hostility across the Straits through joint efforts by both sides and consultations based on the one-China principle, and hope to reach a peace agreement and build up a framework for the peaceful development of cross-Strait relations," he told the advisors.

Document 10
- ROC Central News Agency, Mar 22, 2008

Taipei, March 22 (CNA) The Kuomintang's presidential candidate Ma Ying-jeou scored an impressive victory in Taiwan's presidential election on Saturday, completing a remarkable return to power for a party that was knocked out of the Presidential Office in 2000 and had been consistently dogged by its authoritarian past.

Ma defeated his Democratic Progressive Party rival Frank Hsieh by 7,658,724 votes, or 58.45 percent, to 5,445,239 voters, or 41.55 percent, a margin that far exceeded even the KMT's internal polls which had it winning by around 1.3 million votes.

The victory mirrored the party's lopsided victory in the Jan. 12 legislative elections in which it won 81 of 113 seats, with the DPP gaining only 27, and left the KMT with absolute control of Taiwan's executive and legislative branches of government.
…


Taiwan's voters also had a chance to vote in two referendums on the country's bid to join the United Nations. DPP politicians, and especially President Chen Shui-bian, strongly pushed for passage of the referendums to deliver a message to China that Taiwan's people insisted on having their own place in the international community. The message became more strident in the days following China's bloody crackdown of protests by Buddhist monks on March 14.

Both questions failed, however, to reach the 50 percent voter participation needed for them to be valid. Both the DPP-initiated version on whether Taiwan should join the U.N. using the name Taiwan and the KMT-initiated version, on whether Taiwan should apply for readmission to the U.N. using the name "Republic of China," "Taiwan," or any other dignified title had turnout of just under 36 percent.
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/taiwan/2008/taiwan-080322-cna02.htm
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