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The ABC’s of India - An Introduction

Josh Alper, Rex Putnam High School

This lesson can be used solely as an anticipatory set or a launching pad to individual research projects of various lengths and depths.

Objectives: To introduce the students to a general history of India. Students will demonstrate an understanding of a specific topic dealing with a social, historical, religious or political aspect of India.

Grade Levels: 9-12

Time: Three or four 45-minute classes

Suggested Subjects: Global Studies, World History, World Geography, and Contemporary World Problems. 

Materials:

Handout, PowerPoint presentations, PowerPoint projector, and Library and/or Computer Research tools.

Day 1 - Intro Activities

1. Distribute the Introduction to India handout and have students quietly answer the preliminary questions (Part 1) as best they can.  When finished, open the class up to a discussion of student answers.  

2. Using Part 2 of the Handout, have the students write down notes as the teacher goes through the PowerPoint presentation.  The teacher should encourage questions and student involvement.

3.
When finished, have the students share with the class the topics that stood out to them and why.

Days 2-3 - Research Activity
4.
Based on the notes the students took on the PowerPoint presentation, assign them each one topic from their list to research.

· Students must include at least one clear and relevant picture.

· Students must find at least 5 interesting and informative pieces of information relating to their topic. For each piece of information, the students must explain what they think about the information - i.e. significance or importance.

· Students must write at least one paragraph explaining what they now think about their topic.

This research component can easily be expanded to include several topics or one topic in much more depth.

Handout - Introduction to India 

Part 1

1.
Identify where India is located and who its neighbors are.

2.
Locate/name the capital of India and other prominent cities or geographic features (for example, rivers, mountains or lakes).

3.  
Identify some famous Indians (current or historic).  

4.
List some things we know about India - what they eat, how they dress, their practices and beliefs, their history, etc.

5.
Identify some important world events, current or historic, involving India.

Part 2

As we go through the PowerPoint, write down at least 3 “things” that seem the most interesting, on which you wouldn’t mind doing your own research:

1. ____________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________

