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	Classroom Lessons: India


India from the British Raj to Today

by Abe Mikell, Newport News, VA (2006)

Grade: World History and Geography since 1500 for 10th graders 

Suggested Timeframe: To be taught on a 4 x 4 block schedule with 92-minute classes. The unit should take approximately 2½ 92-minute class periods.

Objectives: The unit covers the movement toward Indian independence through the current state of India. By the end of the unit, the students should be able to describe:

1. British policies and the demand for self-rule that led to the Indian Independence movement and resulted in the creation of new states in the Indian subcontinent. 

2. the beliefs, sacred writings, traditions, and customs of Hinduism and their impact on the world today. 

3. the level of economic development in India, the impact that that growth has on the population, government, society, and the environment.

The student will:

1. Locate the major geographic features of the Indian subcontinent and the current political boundaries of Nepal, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. 
2. Describe the nature of British rule in India.
3. Explain why Muslims and Hindus wanted their own separate nations. 

4. Identify the key leaders of the newly independent India. 

5. Describe passive resistance and analyze its success in India.

6. Assesses Mohandas Gandhi’s impact on Indian independence.

7. Describe social, political, economic, and cultural life in India today and how it has changed since 1947

Related SOLs

STANDARD WHII.1 



The student will improve skills in historical research and geographical analysis by 

a. Identifying, analyzing, and interpreting primary and secondary sources to make generalizations about events and life in world history since 1500;

b. Using maps, globes, artifacts, and pictures to analyze the physical and cultural landscapes of the world and to interpret the past since 1500;
c. Identifying and comparing contemporary political boundaries with the location of civilizations, empires, and kingdoms from 1500 to the present;

e. Analyzing trends in human migration and cultural interaction from 1500 to the present.

STANDARD WHII.13




The student will demonstrate knowledge of political, economic, social, and cultural aspects of independence movements and development efforts by

a. Describing the struggles for self-rule, including Gandhi’s leadership in India.

STANDARD WHII.14

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the influence of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism in the contemporary world by

b. Locating the geographic distribution of religions in the contemporary world.

STANDARD WHII.15

The student will demonstrate knowledge of cultural, economic, and social conditions in developed and developing nations of the contemporary world by

a. Identifying contemporary political issues, with emphasis on migrations of refugees and others, ethnic/religious conflicts, and the impact of technology, including chemical and biological technologies.

b. Assessing the impact of economic development and global population growth on the environment and society, including an understanding of the links between economic and political freedom.

c. Describing economic interdependence, including the rise of multinational corporations, international organizations, and trade agreements.

Key Terms: Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, China, Sri Lanka, New Delhi, Islamabad, Katmandu, Thimphu, Kabul, Dhaka, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras/Chennai, Karachi, Himalayas, Indus River, Ganges River, nonviolent passive resistance, Muslim League, Indian National Congress, Sikhism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Mohandas Gandhi, caste, Raj, Viceroy, civil disobedience, gross national product (GNP), gross domestic product (GDP)

Materials: Computer with Power Point connected to projector, overhead projector, wireless laptop lab or Computer lab for all students, whiteboard or chalkboard, colored Pencils or Crayons

Groups. It is assumed that the students will be divided into 7 groups of 4 based and will be seated in this arrangement unless otherwise noted.

Daily Lesson Plans 

	Day I

	Time
	Objective
	Activity

	10 min
	1
	Students will pick up the handout packet at the door on their way into the classroom, then immediately get to work. Using their texts and Handout, the students will fill in the key features of the Indian subcontinent. 



	5 min
	1
	Using an overhead transparency and the whiteboard/chalkboard call on students to fill out and label the blank map.



	15-20 min
	2
	Give brief lecture using .ppt provided describing British rule in India and the beginnings of the nationalist movement. 



	5 min
	3
	With your shoulder partner in your group fill in the corresponding section of the Venn Diagram on why the Indian National Congress or Muslim League wanted independence for India. 



	5 min
	3
	With your face partner, share the information that you have just acquired and fill in similarities.



	10 min
	3
	One person from each of the groups will fill in one line of the diagram on the board and discuss with the whole class.



	20 min
	5,6
	Assign each member of the group to read 1 excerpt from Growing Up with Gandhi. Once this is determined, gather with others who are reading that excerpt and read the excerpt aloud to each other and answer the corresponding questions in your homework journal. 



	15 min
	5, 6
	Go back to group of 4 and share the answers to the questions about your excerpt with the other members of your group. 



	7 min
	5, 6
	Discuss answers with the class as a whole. Led by the teacher. 


	Day II

	Time
	Objective
	Activity

	5 min
	1
	Review outline map on the board with students

	5 min
	4, 7
	Pass out and explain the assignment on Modern India. Using Internet, the students are to answer a specific question concerning India today relating to Society, Politics, Economy or Religion. Seven students will address each topic. The students will leave their groups of 4 and join their topical groups. The teacher will assign the question you will answer. You will be assigned a number 1.1-7.4.



	25 min
	4, 7
	Now in their topic groups, they will use the computers to research and answer their question. They will need to write out the answer to their question in their homework journal. Topic groups must also submit 3 questions that will form the basis of a quiz tomorrow



	20 min
	4, 7
	When the time for research has concluded, the students will then read or pass around their answers to the rest of their topic groups. 



	37 min
	4, 7
	Share your topical groups’ answers with your group of four. This should take the remainder of the period.


	Day III

	Time
	Objective
	Activity

	10 min
	1-7
	Silently review your notes from the previous day to prepare for the 20 point quiz. 



	25 min
	1-7
	Complete the quiz, which will comprise questions turned in by the topical groups. 



	57 min
	
	Begin Next Unit


