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TEACHING ABOUT INDIA 
A History Institute for Teachers 

 
MARCH 11–12, 2006 

Chattanooga Choo Choo Holiday Inn 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

 
Chaired by David Eisenhower and Walter McDougall 

Sponsored by the Marvin Wachman Fund for International Education 
A DIVISION OF THE FOREIGN POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

WWW.FPRI.ORG
 

Co-sponsored by the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Asia Program  
And by the South Asia Center of the University of Pennsylvania 

 
 

TOPICS AND SPEAKERS (partial listing) 
 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT FOR AMERCIANS TO KNOW ABOUT INDIA 
Ainslie T. Embree, Emeritus, Columbia University 

 
Ainslie T. Embree is Professor Emeritus of History, Columbia University, where he served as 
director of the undergraduate programs in Asian civilization and Western civilization. He was 
president of the American Institute of Indian Studies and of the Association for Asian Studies. 
He taught in India from 1948 to 1958 and has served in the American Embassy in Delhi.  

 
EARLY INDIAN HISTORY 

Richard H. Davis, Bard College 
 
Richard Davis teaches in the Religion and Asian Studies programs at Bard College. He has 
written broadly in the areas of South Asian religions, history, and art. He is currently 
commencing work on a cultural history of early India. 

 
MODERN INDIAN HISTORY 

Marc Jason Gilbert, North Georgia College and State University 
 

Marc Jason Gilbert is a University System of Georgia Regents Distinguished Professor of 
Teaching and Learning and Co-director of the University System of Georgia’s programs in 
India and Vietnam. 

 
DOMESTIC INDIAN POLITICS 

Philip Oldenburg, The University of Texas at Austin 
 
Philip Oldenburg is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Government at the University of 
Texas at Austin, and an Adjunct Research Associate at the Southern Asian Institute at 
Columbia University. He has taught political science at Columbia University since 1977. He is 
a member of the Council of Foreign Relations-Asia Society Independent Task Force on U.S. 
Policy Toward South Asia.  
 

 
 

http://www.fpri.org/


INDIAN RELIGIONS 
Guy Welbon, University of Pennsylvania 

 
Guy Welbon is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania               
specializing in the religious and cultural history of South and Southeast Asia. He is former 
director of Penn’s South Asia Center and former chairman of its South Asia Studies 
department.  
 

THE RISE OF THE INDIAN ECONOMY 
John Williamson, Institute for International Economics  

 
John Williamson was Chief Economist for the South Asia Region of the World Bank, 1966-
1999.  He has taught at MIT, Princeton, University of Warwick, and University of York, and 
has been an adviser to the International Monetary Fund.  
 

INDIA-PAKISTAN RELATIONS 
Sumit Ganguly, Indiana University 

 
Sumit Ganguly is the Rabindranath Tagore Professor of Indian Cultures and Civilizations, and 
Professor of Political Science. He has published extensively in the areas of ethnic conflict, 
inter-state war and defense and security policy.  He is he editor of a new journal, The India 
Review, published by Frank Cass and Company. 
 

PANEL DISCUSSION ON TEACHING ABOUT INDIA AND SOUTH ASIA 
Donald Johnson, New York University 

Jean Johnson, Asia Society 
Yasmeen Mohiuddin, University of the South 

William Harman, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 
Moderated by Lucien Ellington, Senior Fellow, Marvin Wachman Fund for International 

Education, and Asia Program Director, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 
********************************************************* 

The conference begins 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 11, 2006 and concludes at 1:00 
p.m. on Sunday, March 12, 2006. 

 
WHAT PARTICIPANTS RECEIVE 

Social studies and history teachers, curriculum supervisors and junior college faculty are 
invited to apply for participation in the History Institute. Forty participants will be 
selected to receive: 
 

• free room and board; 
• assistance in designing curriculum and special projects based on the History 

Institute; 
• stipends of $200 in exchange for curriculum units based on the History Institute, 

plus a representative selection of student work; 
• partial travel scholarships available for participants outside the East Coast; 
• subscription to Orbis, FPRI’s journal of world affairs; E-Notes, FPRI’s weekly 

bulletin; and Footnotes, FPRI’s bulletin for high school teachers.  
 

TO APPLY, PLEASE SEND: 
a resume and a short statement describing your current teaching or professional 
assignments, your reasons for wanting to attend, and how your students or school district 
will benefit from your participation. IMPORTANT NOTE: At the time of application, 
you are asked to make a commitment either to prepare a curriculum unit based on the 
weekend or to do in-service activities based on the weekend.  
 
Schools with a school membership in FPRI’s Marvin Wachman Fund are guaranteed one 
place at one History Institute weekend per year.  

 



SUBMIT ALL MATERIALS BY FEBRUARY 1, 2006 BY EMAIL TO: 
ALAN LUXENBERG, LUX@FPRI.ORG  

 
ABOUT FPRI AND THE MARVIN WACHMAN FUND FOR INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION 
Founded in 1955, FPRI is an independent, nonprofit organization devoted to advanced 
research and public education on international affairs. It brings the insights of 
scholarship to bear on the development of policies that advance U.S. national interests 
abroad. FPRI’s Marvin Wachman Fund for International Education sponsors public 
lectures and programs for high school teachers designed to promote understanding of 
America's role in world affairs. FPRI publications include Orbis, a quarterly journal of 
world affairs, and E-Notes, a weekly bulletin disseminated by email to 25,000 key people 
in 85 countries. FPRI is headed by Dr. Harvey Sicherman, a former aide to three U.S. 
secretaries of state.   A DVD about FPRI is available upon request. 
 
 
THE HISTORY INSTITUTE FOR TEACHERS 
In 1996 FPRI inaugurated a series of weekend history institutes especially designed for 
high school teachers, curriculum supervisors, and junior college faculty. Chaired by 
David Eisenhower and Pulitzer Prizewinning historian Walter McDougall, the History 
Institute has featured keynote addresses by such speakers as –  
 

• William McNeill on What We Mean By the West and, subsequently, on 
Multiculturalism in World History  

• Gordon Wood on The Lessons of History and, subsequently, on The Roots of 
American Constitutionalism 

• John Lewis Gaddis on What We Now Know about the Cold War  
• George Herring on The Lessons of Vietnam 
• Walter McDougall on The Roots of U.S. Foreign Policy 
• Paul Griffiths on What is Religion and Can It Be Taught? 
• Jeremy Black on Mapping: Past and Present 
• Gilbert Rozman on The U.S., Japan, and North Korea 
• Adam Garfinkle on The Arab-Israeli Conflict 
• Robert Kaplan on The New Middle East 
• Don Oberdorfer on Dealing with the North Korean Nuclear Threat 
• Stephen Gale on The Question of Homeland Security  

 
Materials from each of the history institutes can be found on our website: www.fpri.org
 

 
 

Alan H. Luxenberg, Director, Wachman Fund 
Foreign Policy Research Institute 

1528 Walnut Street, Suite 610, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Tel. 215-732-3774, ext. 105 or Fax 215-732-4401 or E-mail lux@fpri.org 

Space is limited; so please apply early.  
 

If you cannot attend but would like to be on our mailing list, please let us know by phone, 
fax, or email.  

 
 

FPRI is pleased to acknowledge the support of The Annenberg Foundation for the History 
Institute. 
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