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From the creation of spoken languages to the introduction of fossil fuels, innovative technologies have shaped current-day society. They allow for change to take place in manner that benefits everyone. Some of the most vital innovations are those from the post-1945 time period. Discoveries such as the Internet, nuclear technology, the laser, the microwave oven, and the cell phone are advances that have launched the world one giant step forward.

The Internet is ranked my number one innovation. The creation of the Internet took place in 1969. At this time, it was simply a linked structure of various computers known as the Advanced Research Projects Agency Network (ARPAnet). The main purpose of this system was to assist communication between military personnel. ARPAnet turned into the Internet in the 1980s, when it was linked to computers in schools, labs, and businesses. The Internet was first reserved for those in defense institutions, but it was later opened up for all members of society. In 1996, there were 40 million users of the technology, and the Internet had spread to 159 countries. The Internet has a myriad of uses that pertain to everyday life. Email is one of the biggest uses of the Internet. It allows for individuals to contact one another without ever having to use a postage stamp or pick up the phone. In addition, the Internet provides access to various search engines. This enables the quick answering of any question with the simple click of a mouse. Whether you are filling out college applications, or managing your stocks, the Internet has made these everyday actions much simpler. With nearly 1.5 billion users, it is considered to be one of the most essential innovations of the twentieth-century.
Nuclear technology is ranked my second most important innovation. While the Internet allows for the connection of Americans to other people all over the world, nuclear technology has had a much different effect. Post-1945 nuclear innovations are historically remembered for their immensely destructive ways, however there is much more to their creation. Nuclear technology has evoked fear in society, which has led to the belief that nuclear weapons are a sign of power. Due to this idea, countries are scrambling to acquire the technology. Nations are simply holding onto the nuclear weapons as a precaution. This has also made countries more guarded about the actions they take, because there is always a chance that other nations will fight back. This fear that has resulted from the creation of nuclear technology is called nuclear deterrence, and it has led to a form of necessary peace. Nuclear technology is certainly an imperative innovation that is still developing. It has already been expanded to be used as a fuel source, and there are many other possibilities for it. As more countries acquire nuclear technology, there is greater need for nations to implement treaty agreements regarding use of nuclear weapons. As a result of these agreements a policy of deterrence is employed by nuclear nations to prevent conflicts.
The laser is my third-ranked innovation. The laser is an invention that has bettered countless existing technologies. Talk of building a laser originated in the 1950s, between the US and the USSR. Scientists at Bell Labs built the actual laser in 1960. It is used to measure distances by construction workers and can even carry phone signals through fiber-optic cables. Additionally, lasers are extremely helpful in the field of medicine. They are just as effective as scalpels in making incisions, and can also replace stitches by closing open wounds. In eye surgery, lasers are especially popular because of their precision. Due to their many uses, lasers are one of the most essential innovations in America. 
The microwave is ranked as my fourth innovation. While the preceding innovations are more technology based, the next invention simply satisfies our hunger. An engineer named Percy Spencer discovered the concept of the microwave oven in 1946. Dr. Spencer was experimenting with a machine called a magnetron, and noticed that a candy bar in his pocket had melted. This immediately sparked his curiosity, and he continued research on the matter. Eventually, the microwave oven was invented, and it is now a common household appliance. This piece of technology is a great convenience to individuals, because it provides them with a fast and easy way to cook food. Since they are not too expensive, a majority of American families own at least one. In addition, microwaves have made way for the invention of microwavable food. In an age where people are constantly on the go, microwavable food is a fast and easy solution.
The telephone is my fifth and final innovation. In the 1870s, Alexander Graham Bell created the first operating telephone. This was an exceptional discovery, because there was nothing else like it at the time. Individuals were able to contact others with the click of a couple of buttons. At that particular moment, no one could have imagined anything more advanced. Nonetheless, in 1946, AT&T created the first mobile phone system. While cell phones were not very effective at this time, the concept eventually evolved into an advanced method of communication. This innovation enabled contact virtually anywhere. In today's society, cell phones are considered to be an essential item. Cell phone companies confirm that there are approximately 3.3 billion users of this technology. Of these users, nearly 200 million are from the United States alone. There is generally more than one of the devices per household, and cell phones are continually being utilized by younger generations. Due to the invention of the mobile phone system, lack of communication is an issue of the past.
Innovations allow humans to smoothly transit into the future by aiding everyday life. Those such as the Internet, nuclear technology, the laser, the microwave oven, and the cell phone are just some of the technological advancements that have bettered humanity. As long as human beings continue to embrace change and the innovations they create, civilization will continue to thrive.
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