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Objective: To examine the significance of the entrepreneurs and their major technological developments that revolutionized the industrial age. 
Standard 2A: The student understands how the factory system and the transportation and market revolutions shaped regional patterns of economic development.

Resources: This lesson follows Lawrence Husick, “More than Just Tools and Toys: Teaching Innovation,” FPRI Footnote, May 2008, at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1310.200804.husick.teachinginnovation.html. Other useful resources include:

· Lawrence Husick, ”From Stone to Silicon: A Brief History of Innovation,” at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1325.200810.husick.stonetosilicon.html 

· Alex Roland, “War and Technology” (on the origins of changes), at http://www.fpri.org/multimedia/20081019.roland.wartechnology.html
· David Hounshell, “Innovation and the Growth of the American Economy,” at http://www.fpri.org/multimedia/20081019.hounshell.innovationeconomy.html
· The Industrial Revolution: Enterprises, Entrepreneurs, and Exploitations, Linda Miller, National Center for History in the Schools, UCLA, 2006.

· Stearns, Peter N. "The Industrial Revolution: A Teaching Challenge." Magazine of History 15 (Fall 2000) 4-7. Drawing from his lifelong experience studying the Industrial Revolution, the author offers pointers to teachers on what to cover when teaching the Industrial Revolution.

· George P. Landow, ed. The Victorian Web (http://www.victorianweb.org). (May 2006). This site offers information on the Victorian Era as well as text of original documents. Of special interest to students of the Industrial Revolution are the sections "Social History and Technology."
· The Science Museum, "Making the Modern World,” (http://www.makingthemodernworld.corg.uk). (April 2006) This site offers an interactive timeline which allows the user to explore events and objects from the first and second industrial revolutions.
· John Simkin, ed., Spartacus Educational, "The Trade Union Movement," (http://www.spartacus, schoolnet.co.uk/TU.htm). (April 2006). This site offers comprehensive information on the British Trade Movement, including over 40 biographies, information and the major trade unions, political legislation, events and issues, and labor journals and newspapers.

Procedures

1. Have students fill out the following outline: 

Causes of Industrialization:

Industrial Revolution

Changes in society and industry:

Spin-off issues and ideas:

Big Idea: What’s important to understand about this?

2. Have students answer these questions for the following innovations:

a. Where did it come from?

b. What are its principal characteristics?

c. Why is it important?

d. Who is responsible for it happening?

Water frame

Spinning jenny

Steam engine

Follow up questions: 

a. Describe the social conditions that made adoption of the innovation feasible.
b. Describe how the economic environment created incentives for its production and distribution.
c. Evaluate how these innovations help you understand the larger, social, political and economic events that took place in the mid to late 1800s.
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