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This lesson plan is designed for a one-semester economics class. It complements a macroeconomic policy unit and follows a lesson on the introduction of four macroeconomic policy issues:  growth, the business cycle, inflation and unemployment.  

I.  Show attached PowerPoint- do not explain photos, only tell students this is Paris

II.  Hand out worksheet and ask students to complete the first set of questions

A.  discuss answers to part 1 of the worksheet

B.  go through PowerPoint again and explain each slide:

Slide 2-5 
scenes from the rioting in Paris:  November 2005

Slide 6  
faces of those in a Peace Demonstration to stop those who are rioting:  the Muslim population – mostly youth 

Slide 7
Muslim women worried about the riots and wanting the youth to stop

C.  Why did the riots occur?   

· Two teenage boys were electrocuted Oct 27th while hiding from the French police near a transformer 

· Their deaths spurred mass rioting in the housing projects outside of Paris

· The immigrant youth were rioting- they were tired of being discriminated against

· Many point to the high unemployment rates in France as a macroeconomic reason for the rioting:  France’s unemployment rate- 9-10%- compared to the US- 4-5%

· Those who are unemployed- mostly immigrants (mainly Muslim)- average unemployment rate is 21% and those who are under the age of 25 the unemployment rate is 36%

· The Muslim youth feel discriminated against when applying for a job

III.  Why is there so much tension between the Muslims in France and the French?

1.  Lack of integration:  the French have over the years tried to force integration (banning of wearing scarves, religious symbols) and Muslims do not want to give up their culture and heritage

2.  Number of Muslims growing in Europe:  at least 15 million and about 6 million in France

3.  Europe needs immigrants to fill certain jobs

4.  Muslims feel segregated in Paris- the cheaper housing/projects are in the suburbs- this is where the rioting occurred

5.  Immigration laws- many European nations do not allow immigrants to become citizens of their country, there is no chance for upward mobility

6.  Religion in Europe is for the most part “dead”- the French do not widely practice Christianity, more Muslims practice Islam than the French practicing Christianity- this divides the two groups

7.  Many Muslim men do not want to marry a Muslim women who has lived in France and has become modernized, instead he would prefer a traditional Muslim woman and will most likely go back to his country of origin to marry and bring the wife to France which does not allow integration- he separates himself and his family

8.  Many Muslim men will immigrate to France and then bring their family once they have been established.  Family reunions will bring a wife and children who will continue to speak Arabic at home and this does not help the integration process.

IV.  There are many issues here

A.  look what can happen from a macroeconomic perspective with unemployment- this is why it is one the four major macroeconomic policies

B.  think of the difficulty you will have getting a job out of college- now multiply that by 10 times to experience unemployment levels for the Muslim youth in France

C.  Students need to answer the second set of questions on the worksheet, once they have completed the questions- discuss.

European Muslim Unemployment - Questions

Answer the following questions on your own after viewing the PowerPoint presentation:

1.  What is happening in Paris?  When did this take place?

2.  What group is rioting in Paris?  Against what other group?

3.  Do you know why this is happening?

4.  From a Macroeconomic standpoint, can you figure out why Paris is burning?

Answer after class discussion:

1.  Has the US experienced what Paris did at some point in our history?

2.  Do you think this situation could happen with immigrants in the US?  Explain.

